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context
Chapter	eight	answers	questions	raised	in	chapter	seven	about	Jesus’	
right	to	speak	God’s	truth.	It	also	prepares	us	for	the	great	sign	in	chapter	
nine	when	Jesus	takes	a	man	without	sight,	surrounded	by	people	without	
spiritual	vision,	and	shows	how	He	is	the	Light	of	the	World.	Chapter	eight	
calls	us	to	seek	God’s	revealing	light	and	warns	us	about	complacency	
based	on	traditions.

LIGht or dArkness; forGIVeness or reJectIon – John 7:53-8:11
Although	many	Bibles	and	commentaries	label	this	incident	the	story	of	a	
woman	caught	in	adultery,	that	is	not	the	major	theme.	It	is	actually	a	story	
of	judgmental	people	caught	in	hypocrisy.	The	focal	point	is	not	adultery	but	
divine	forgiveness.

A hIstorIcAL questIon:
The	Concordia Self-Study Bible	(NIV)	prints	a	heading	before	the	story	
which	says,	“The	earliest	and	most	reliable	manuscripts	and	other	ancient	
witnesses	do	not	have	John	7:53-8:11.”	Although	the	original	copy	of	John’s	
Gospel	has	not	survived,	the	copies	from	the	second,	third	and	fourth	
centuries	do	not	have	the	story	of	religious	leaders	trying	to	trap	Jesus	in	
debate	over	the	proper	punishment	of	a	sinful	woman.	The	story	is	first	
written	in	a	fifth	century	manuscript	but	then	was	included	in	almost	all	
subsequent	copies.	Not	always	does	it	appear	after	John	7:52.	Some	Greek	
manuscripts	have	it	after	John	7:36;	others	after	John	21:25	and	others	after	
Luke	21:38.

There	is	no	reason	to	insist	that	the	event	never	happened.	The	Gospels	
record	other	attempts	to	trap	and	discredit	Jesus	(e.g.	Matthew	19:3-9,	
22:15-21)	and	Jesus’	teaching	to	forgive	is	a	vital	part	of	His	ministry	(e.g.	
Matthew	6:14,	9:1-8,	18:21-35,	Luke	7:36-50	or	15:1-32).	I	personally	think	
that	the	incident	happened	and	Christians	told	it	through	four	centuries	as	an	
example	of	human	evil	and	divine	grace.	Thank	God	that	it	was	finally	written	

“Jesus, the Light of God, calls people to 
leave the darkness to live in God’s light.”
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down	so	that	it	will	never	be	forgotten.	It	stands	as	a	vivid,	
poignant	lesson	from	the	life	of	Jesus.

“Jesus frees the sinner not only 
from the death sentence but also 
from a life that embraces sin.”

the trAp
John	tells	us	the	religious	leaders	do	not	seek	moral	
guidance	but	rather	want	to	trap	Jesus	(8:6).	The	trap	is	
clever	and	dangerous.	If	Jesus	confirms	the	priority	of	
the	Mosaic	law	and	approves	the	sinner’s	execution,	He	
challenges	the	Roman	law.	Jesus’	enemies	knew	that	
the	Romans	reserved	capital	punishment	for	themselves	
(19:31).	It	heightens	the	tension	or	vividness	of	the	story	
to	remember	that	John	the	Baptist	went	to	prison	and	
eventually	lost	his	life	over	a	question	regarding	sexual	
immorality	(Mark	6:17-18).

On	the	other	hand,	if	Jesus	ignores	the	Mosaic	edict,	He	
will	discredit	His	ministry	since	He	used	Moses	to	expose	
the	sin	of	His	enemies	(7:16-19,	21-24).	The	enemies,	
like	clever	politicians,	want	to	expose	their	opponent	as	
a	“traitor	to	the	traditions!”	They	want	Bible	believing	
people	to	stop	trusting	Him	or	the	powerful	Romans	to	
get	rid	of	Him.

The	answer	of	Jesus	is	intriguing	because	He	could	have	
pointed	out	the	failure	to	follow	carefully	the	Mosaic	law.	
Leviticus	20:10	and	Deuteronomy	22:22	decreed	that	
both	adulterers,	the	man	and	the	woman,	be	executed.	
Therefore	Jesus,	like	a	shrewd	lawyer,	could	have	
discredited	the	case	by	pointing	to	improper	procedure	
with	only	the	woman	on	trial	for	her	life.	Jesus	chose	not	to	
do	that	because	He	did	not	want	to	teach	better	legalism	
but	better	love.	Salvation	comes	not	from	more	detailed	
study	of	rules	and	regulations	but	from	more	generous	
giving	of	forgiveness.

Jesus	shares	His	love	with	three	actions.	First,	He	bends	
down	and	writes	on	the	ground	with	His	finger	(8:6b).	
Second,	He	decrees	that	a	sinless	person	begin	the	
execution	(8:7).	Third,	He	proclaims	that	He	does	not	
condemn	the	sinner	and	that	she	should	leave	her	life	of	
sin	(8:11).

Think	about	the	three	actions	and	apply	them	to	the	human	
tendency	to	condemn	others.	There	have	been	ingenious	
guesses	at	what	Jesus	wrote	ranging	from	meaningless	
doodling	to	quoting	Scripture	like	Jeremiah	17:13	or	
Exodus	23:1-2.	Since	the	content	is	unknown,	people	have	
also	speculated	on	Jesus’	intent.	Did	He	write	to	protect	
the	sinner,	condemn	the	accusers,	or	was	He	giving	them	
time	to	realize	their	injustice?	His	verbal	decree	(8:7)	
skillfully	eludes	the	false	issue	His	enemies	present	and	
forces	them	to	face	the	real	question.	Are	the	accusers	
so	perfect	that	they	can	execute	another?	Finally,	Jesus	
frees	the	sinner	not	only	from	the	death	sentence	but	also	
from	a	life	that	embraces	sin.	The	story	reminds	us	of	the	
many	faces	of	human	sin	and	the	divine	mercy	which	gives	
forgiveness	and	a	new	way	of	life.

the GreAt cLAIm – John 8:12
John	8:12	stands	as	the	thesis	statement	for	chapter	
eight.	Claiming	to	be	the	light	of	the	world	means	that	
Jesus	gives	sinful	people	God’s	truth.	The	rest	of	the	
chapter	presents	material	that	challenges,	defends	or	
explains	that	claim.

the chALLenGe of credentIALs – John 8:13-30
The	Pharisees	challenge	Jesus	by	observing	that	self-
praise	means	nothing	(8:13).	It	is	as	meaningless	as	a	
person	today	framing	an	award	given	by	self	to	self.	Jesus	
refutes	that	challenge	by	claiming	credentials	from	the	
Father.	He	defends	that	claim,	warning	them	about	their	
deadly	sin.	The	fact	that	they	reject	Him	supports	Jesus’	
knowledge	of	the	Father,	since	they,	as	sinners,	are	
different.	Their	sinful	incredulity	confirms,	indirectly,	the	
Father’s	approval.	Bad	people	reject	good	people,	or,	in	
this	case,	God’s	Person.	The	reference	to	the	Son	of	Man	
being	lifted	up	(8:28-29)	prepares	us	to	understand	the	
united	suffering	love	of	Father	and	Son	in	the	crucifixion	
of	Jesus.

the chALLenGe of Ancestry or LeGItImAcy – John 
8:31-59
Jesus	again	makes	a	great	claim	or	offer	(8:31-32).	
He	offers	people	truth	and	freedom.	His	listeners	
claim	no	need	for	the	gift	of	freedom	because	they	
are	descendants	of	Abraham.	Jesus	points	to	their	
murderous	intent	and	other	things	(8:37-39)	as	
inconsistent	with	Abraham’s	way	of	life.	Avoiding	moral	
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introspection,	they	claim	a	special	relationship	to	God	
(8:41b).	Jesus,	who	has	identified	Himself	as	the	one	
who	speaks	for	God	the	Father,	refutes	their	claim	by	
reminding	them	that	murder	and	lies	come	from	the	
devil	not	God.	Still	avoiding	moral	self-examination,	they	
start	calling	Jesus	names	(8:48).	The	listeners	illustrate	
how	sinful	people	reject,	hate,	criticize,	and	blame	
other	people,	or	even	God	for	their	problems	but	never	
consider	the	possibility	of	personal	responsibility.

Jesus	rejects	the	charge	that	He	is	possessed	by	a	demon	
(8:49),	but	calls	people	to	see	God’s	glory	in	His	life-
giving	Word	of	truth	(8:50-51).	The	evil	of	the	name	callers	
now	becomes	visible.	Jesus	teaches	timeless	spiritual	
truth	but	the	human	mind	is	held	captive	by	the	limits	of	
logic	and	time	(8:52-53).	When	Jesus	says	that	Abraham	
“rejoiced	at	the	thought	of	seeing	my	day;	he	saw	it	and	
was	glad”	Jesus	is	not	claiming	that	they	are	chronological	
contemporaries	but	spiritual	coordinates.

The	Jewish	leaders	do	not	understand	Jesus	words	
regarding	Abraham.	Their	reasoning	sends	warning	
signals,	“You	are	not	yet	fifty	years	old,	and	you	have	seen	
Abraham”	(8:57)?	In	Luke	3:23	we	learn	that	Jesus	was	
about	thirty	years	old	when	he	began	His	ministry	so	their	
“not	yet	fifty	years	old”	was	a	generous	allowance	for	His	
possible	age.

The	remarks	may	also	be	sarcastic.	Their	remark	may	
be	comparable	to	the	“put	down”	intended	in	our	culture	
if	we	remark	that	someone	is	“not	yet	dry	behind	the	
ears.”	Jesus’	antagonists	knew	the	high	regard	the	Old	
Testament	urged	for	old	people.	The	Law	taught	them,	
“Rise	in	the	presence	of	aged,	show	respect	for	the	elderly	
and	revere	your	God	(Leviticus	19:32).”	Job	had	asked,	
“Is	not	wisdom	found	among	the	aged?	Does	not	long	
life	bring	understanding	(Job	12:12)?”	If	Jesus	was	about	

thirty	years	old,	the	people	might	even	mock	Him	because	
He	did	not	have	gray	hair.	They	judged	Him	a	religious	
“smart	aleck”	because	“Gray	hair	is	a	crown	of	splendor;	
it	is	attained	by	a	righteous	life	(Proverbs	16:31).”	Since	
in	Jesus’	culture	older	people	were	given	great	respect,	
the	hostile	remark	attacked	Jesus	because	He	was	young	
and	inexperienced.	The	sarcasm	illustrates	the	human	
temptation	to	use	stereotypes	when	listening	to	people.	
Too	often,	we	unfairly	judge	people	—	even	ourselves	—	
with	comments	like,	“What	do	you	expect	from	kids?”	or	
“You’re	too	old	to	understand!”	or	“I’m	just	a	layperson.”

Jesus	teaches	that	Abraham,	long	before	Jesus	was	
born,	lived	in	the	faith	and	truth	that	He	now	proclaims.	
Jesus’	words,	recorded	in	John	8:58,	demand	either	faith	
or	rejection.	Jesus	does	not	limit	Himself	to	human	logic	
when	He	says	“Before	Abraham	was,	I	am.”	His	words	
sound	like	God	calling	Moses	to	serve	with	the	claim	to	
be	“I	am	who	I	am”	(Exodus	3:14).	Note	that,	as	in	His	
previous	statements,	“I	am	the	bread	of	life”	(6:35),	and	
“I	am	the	light	of	the	world”	(8:12)	Jesus	again	claims	
eternity	and	His	oneness	with	the	Father	(1:1).

As	John	the	Baptist	had	told	his	students,	faith	looks	
not	at	human	chronology	but	divine	order	(1:27,	30-34).	
The	unbelieving	response	to	Jesus’	words	displays	the	
terrible	grip	of	evil.	The	Jews	note	Jesus’	human	age	
(8:57)	and	act	with	murderous	intent	(8:59).	They	seize	
the	opportunity	to	interpret	Jesus’	claim	as	blasphemy,	
for	which	stoning	was	permitted	as	the	legal	penalty	
(Leviticus	24:16).

The	chapter	ends	with	a	vivid	illustration	of	Jesus’	words	
in	8:12.	People	without	God’s	light	live	in	murderous	
darkness.	Jesus,	the	Light	of	God,	calls	people	to	leave	
the	darkness	to	live	in	God’s	light.

People, without God’s light live in murderous darkness. Jesus, the 
Light of God, calls people to leave the darkness to live in God’s light.
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personAL AppLIcAtIon – John 9:1-41

Dear Lord, open our eyes to see how You lovingly help people and how 
people sinfully hurt each other. As we study this chapter, give us vision to 

see as You see and to love as You love. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

John	9:1-7
1.	 What	question	do	Jesus’	disciples	ask	about	a	blind	man?

2.	 Answer	the	disciples’	question	on	the	basis	of:	
	 Exodus	20:5

	 Psalm	109:9-14

	 Psalm	137:7-9

	 Isaiah	65:6-7

3.	 Give	an	example	of	how	people	have	suffered	for	the	sins	of	their	parents	or	ancestors.

4.	 Think	of	ways	in	which	you	have	blamed	(rightly	or	wrongly)	your	parents,	spouse,	children	or	others	for	your	personal	
problems.	Or,	think	of	ways	in	which	you	have	blamed	yourself	(rightly	or	wrongly)	for	the	problems	of	others.

5.	 Answer	the	disciples’	question	on	the	basis	of:
	 Deuteronomy	24:16

	 Ezekiel	18:1-4

	 Jeremiah	31:29-30

6.	 Give	an	example	of	a	person	who	has	experienced	serious	problems	despite	a	good	background	and	environment.	Are	
there	examples	of	how	you	created	a	problem	for	yourself	because	you	sinfully	ignored	the	advice	of	parents	or	some	
other	caring	person?
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7.	 How	does	Jesus	answer	the	disciples’	question	and	what	are	the	four	parts	of	His	reply?

8.	 How	do	you	apply	Jesus’	words	to	blindness,	handicaps	or	other	things	which	some	people	today,	like	the	disciples,	
judge	to	be	punishment	for	sin?

9.	 How	did	Jesus	give	the	man	sight?

	 Why	do	you	think	He	used	this	method?

John	9:8-27
10.	 List	the	ways	people	react	to	Jesus’	power	and	love.

11.	 How	do	you	react	when	someone	seems	to	be	blessed	by	God’s	love	and	power	in	a	special	way?

12.	 How	do	the	(former)	blind	man’s	parents	react	and	why?

13.	 Have	you	ever	avoided	Christian	witness	or	commitment	in	order	to	avoid	embarrassment	or	danger?	Please	share	your	
experience	with	the	group.

14.	 How	does	the	man	born	blind	respond	to	pressure	to	“praise	God?”

John	9:28-41
15.	 What	do	the	enemies	of	Jesus	do	to	the	man	born	blind?

16.	 How	do	“religious	people”	today	ridicule	or	“throw	out”	people	who	disagree	with	them?

17.	 Describe	Jesus’	conversation	with	the	former	blind	man	and	the	man’s	reaction.

18.	 How	do	you	interpret	Jesus’	discussion	with	the	Pharisees	in	verses	39-41?
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