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Getting to the Point:  

→ What is your favorite Christmas Hymn or Song? 
→ What is the one Christmas song you cannot stand? 
→ Continuing our discussion from last week, how does (God’s) 

love shape mature relationships?  See Section II  
Read Proverbs 17:9-19 

→ What do you think “covering an offense” means? 
→ Read the NIV translation of v. 14, have you ever 

experienced something like this happening in your own life? 
→ Why do “floodgate” arguments occur?   
→ What often motivates us to “dig in” with arguments or open 

up the “can of worms”? 
Read Proverbs 12:18; 15:1 

→ Have you ever brought healing to a fractured relationship?  
What was the impetus for the healing to begin? 

Read Philemon 8-9 
→ What is the difference between commanding someone and 

appealing to someone?   
→ Why don’t you think Paul just commanded Philemon to take 

back Onesimus? 
→ What sort of relationship was Paul trying to foster, or 

perhaps better stated trying to avoid? 
→ How can that help us within our own relationships? 

Read 2 Peter 1:1-9 
→ What do you think it means to supplement your faith? 
→ Why do you think Peter ends with love (both Philia and 

Agape)? 
→  

For the Road 
→ What causes the most conflict in your relationships? 
→ Who in your life do you struggle to love? 
→ Who do you struggle to “drop it” with? 
→ Who in your life can you pray for to have improved relations 

with? 

From Martin Luther’s Treatise on Good Works (1520) 
Section II 
II. The first and highest, the most precious of all good works is faith 
in Christ, as He says, John vi. When the Jews asked Him: "What shall 
we do that we may work the works of God?" He answered: "This is 
the work of God, that ye believe on Him Whom He hath sent." 
When we hear or preach this word, we hasten over it and deem it a 
very little thing and easy to do, whereas we ought here to pause a 
long time and to ponder it well. For in this work all good works must 
be done and receive from it the inflow of their goodness, like a loan. 
This we must put bluntly, that men may understand it. 
 
We find many who pray, fast, establish endowments, do this or 
that, lead a good life before men, and yet if you should ask them 
whether they are sure that what they do pleases God, they say, 
"No"; they do not know, or they doubt. And there are some very 
learned men, who mislead them, and say that it is not necessary to 
be sure of this; and yet, on the other hand, these same men do 
nothing else but teach good works. Now all these works are done 
outside of faith, therefore they are nothing and altogether dead. 
For as their conscience stands toward God and as it believes, so 
also are the works which grow out of it. Now they have no faith, 
no good conscience toward God, therefore the works lack their 
head, and all their life and goodness is nothing. Hence it comes 
that when I exalt faith and reject such works done without faith, 
they accuse me of forbidding good works, when in truth I am 
trying hard to teach real good works of faith. 
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