
 

 

Faith at Home Corner - For the week of January 10th, 2021 

by Rev. Steve Andrews Jr. 
 

Weekly Tip for Worshipping with Your Children:  Worshipping with children is not easy, but it 
is necessary and worthwhile!  Even from the time of birth, children learn the most by observing what their 
parents do.  We are here to help.  This week’s tip is for: Parents with Younger Children! 

 

Be patient! Parents, it may seem as though you “get nothing” out of the Divine Service. But hold on to 

God’s promises more than your undivided attention. God is rich in His grace! He still gives you His 

Word, in words and song, and His Body and Blood. What you do hear and receive is still edifying! 
 

Outreach Made Simply Practical!  Live your normal, everyday lives with Gospel intentionality!  
 

Hand off a Bible: Go and buy a bunch of your favorite Bible to read and have them ready to hand off 
to others.  WARNING – Do not give a hand off without a handhold!  Write on the inside cover a note to 
them with your favorite places to read, good places to start, encouraging words, and your number if 
they have questions.  Hand it off to them and then hold their hand as they learn to use it.  That is why 
it is great to give your favorite Bible because you know how to use it.  Be intentional about giving 
God’s Word to others and helping them use it.  Plus, I guarantee you will grow as well!   
 

Weekly Worship Helps for the Home:  How do we go about doing devotions together as a family?  
How do we teach our children about their Lord and Savior?  Here are some simple ways to do just that, to 
make Christ the center of your family and to be in His Word daily. This guide is designed to help your family 
read through the Scriptures together in three years and to cover the Small Catechism in just one year!   
    

You can certainly do this however you would like.  In my home, we read a chapter of the Bible together after 
dinner each night, followed by reciting the three chief parts of the Catechism (Ten Commandments, Apostle’s 
Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer) and then we sing a hymn.  There are any number of ways to talk about God in 
your home! 
 

-Pray together! This week’s Prayer List:  http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter 
 

-Daily Scripture Readings: Let’s read Mark 1-7!  Feel free to ask your pastor any questions that come up! 
 

-Memory verse: 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 – “19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy 
Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, 20 for you were bought with a 
price. So glorify God in your body.” 

 

-Hymn: The Only Son from Heaven  LSB 402, also in Lutheran Service Builder  
  

-Psalm: 139 
 

-Small Catechism (2017): Read together the section on the Apostles’ Creed: Second Article, on pg. 17. 
Digging Deeper with the Explanation – The Sixth Commandment and its meaning, pg. 93-104. 

 

-Devotions resources: grab a copy of Portals of Prayer at church or subscribe to daily email devotions 
from www.lhm.org, www.lutheranchurchcharities.org, or https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/. 

 
 

Feel free to share with family and friends, neighbors and coworkers, anyone you’d like! 

http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
https://app.lutheranservicebuilder.com/
http://www.lhm.org/
http://www.lutheranchurchcharities.org/
https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/


 

“Edited and reprinted with permission of Kids Kount Publishing.” 
 

God Time at Home 
Select questions and adapt for your family. 

FOR STARTERS: Have each family member recall the time they were the most sick or the most injured. After all 
have shared, ask “Who can suggest where to go to find ‘body repair’?” Most will suggest doctors or hospitals. This 
would be true. But ultimately God heals us. He sent Jesus to show us this and Jesus not only repairs bodies, but 
also souls.  
 
READ THE BIBLE: Read Mark 2:1-12. Jesus heals a paralytic.  
 
KEY VERSE: Mark 10:27 - Jesus looked at them and said, “With man it is impossible, but not with God. For all 
things are possible with God.” 
 
TALK ABOUT IT: What was wrong with the man who was brought to Jesus? (Mark 2:3. He was paralyzed. He 
couldn’t move or walk.) How did he get to see Jesus? (Mark 2:4. Four others brought him and made an opening in 
the roof and lowered him into the crowded room with Jesus.) When Jesus saw the paralyzed man and wanted to 
heal him, what did He say to him? (Mark 2:5. “Your sins are forgiven.”) Why was it surprising that He announced 
the man’s sins were forgiven? (Mark 2:6-7. Only God can forgive sins. Also, Jesus first talked about forgiving sins 
rather than healing him so he could walk.) What did Jesus do to prove to the religious leaders that He had the 
authority to forgive sins? (Mark 2:10-12. He healed him so he could walk.) What did it take for Jesus to forgive the 
man’s sins as well as the sins of the whole world? (Dying on the cross.) Which is harder, healing someone’s body, 
or dying to forgive his or her sins? (Dying on the cross.)  
Is there anything about your body now that needs healing? Jesus is our body repairman. Have you ever done 
anything that was not what God wanted and you felt terrible on the inside? Your soul needed healing, how could it 
be healed? (Forgiveness) What did God have to do to be able to heal our souls and give us forgiveness? (Jesus 
had to die on the cross.) *Jesus is our body and soul repairman.  

 
PRAYER: Who do you know that needs special healing in their body? Can someone’s faith help another 
person become well? (Yes, see Mark 2:5. Jesus noticed the faith of the friends who brought the paralytic.) Pray 
for this person/these people. Your prayers do make a difference. 

 

Family Time Option  

One day this week, try…  
 

A wonderful family servant event is to call the church and ask who is in the hospital that would like a visit. Make a card 

and hand deliver it. Be sure to pray for and with the person when you make the visit. 



 

 

Faith at Home Corner - For the week of January 17th, 2021 

by Rev. Steve Andrews Jr. 
 

Weekly Tip for Worshipping with Your Children:  Worshipping with children is not easy, but it 
is necessary and worthwhile!  Even from the time of birth, children learn the most by observing what their 
parents do.  We are here to help.  This week’s tip is for: Everyone! 

 

COLOR CHANGE:  Notice that the different colors of the altar and the stoles (the sash that the pastors 
wear over their albs/robes) changed!  The colors help us mark the time of the church year.   We have 
switched to green in honor of Epiphany.  Epiphany's message of Christ's revelation to the Gentiles 
along with the season's traditional emphasis on extending Christ's kingdom through missions, calls 
for the use of green-the color symbolic of growth. 
 

Outreach Made Simply Practical!  Live your normal, everyday lives with Gospel intentionality!  
 

Know Your Neighbors:  Can you name the people on your street?  Do you know a story about each of 
them?  Are you the neighbor in the neighborhood that they go to when they are in need or need 
someone to talk with?  Why not?  Care about your neighbors, know about their lives, and be there to 
listen and help!  A neighbor like that sticks out!  Be present, be yourself, and wear your faith on your 
sleeve.  Let God use you to impact your neighbors and their lives.  The more you are in their lives the 
more opportunities you will have to care for them and point them to the Ultimate Caregiver – Christ!   
 

Weekly Worship Helps for the Home:  How do we go about doing devotions together as a family?  
How do we teach our children about their Lord and Savior?  Here are some simple ways to do just that, to 
make Christ the center of your family and to be in His Word daily. This guide is designed to help your family 
read through the Scriptures together in three years and to cover the Small Catechism in just one year!   
    

You can certainly do this however you would like.  In my home, we read a chapter of the Bible together after 
dinner each night, followed by reciting the three chief parts of the Catechism (Ten Commandments, Apostle’s 
Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer) and then we sing a hymn.  There are any number of ways to talk about God in 
your home! 
 

-Pray together! This week’s Prayer List:  http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter 
 

-Daily Scripture Readings: Let’s read Mark 8-14!  Feel free to ask your pastor any questions that come up! 
 

-Memory verse: Jonah 3:10 – “When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God 
relented of the disaster that He had said he would do to them, and He did not do it.” 

 

-Hymn: O Christ, Our True and Only Light  LSB 839, also in Lutheran Service Builder  
  

-Psalm: 62 
 

-Small Catechism (2017): Read together the section on the Apostles’ Creed: Third Article, on pg. 17-18. 
Digging Deeper with the Explanation – The Seventh Commandment and its meaning, pg. 105-109. 

 

-Devotions resources: grab a copy of Portals of Prayer at church or subscribe to daily email devotions 
from www.lhm.org, www.lutheranchurchcharities.org, or https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/. 

 
 

Feel free to share with family and friends, neighbors and coworkers, anyone you’d like! 

http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
https://app.lutheranservicebuilder.com/
http://www.lhm.org/
http://www.lutheranchurchcharities.org/
https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/


 

“Edited and reprinted with permission of Kids Kount Publishing.” 
 

God Time at Home 
Select questions and adapt for your family. 

 
FOR STARTERS: Find a snack that is primarily seeds, such as sunflower seeds, peanuts, or even popcorn. 
Place a bowl of these snacks on the Bible. Offer this to all. Say: “Jesus tells us a parable in which the Word of 
God is like seed planted in our lives. Everyone tell their favorite Bible story or Bible verse.” After discussion, 
ask everyone to think about how knowing God’s Word in your heart helps you grow closer to Jesus and do 
things that help others meet Jesus.  
 
READ THE BIBLE: Read the parable of the seed and the sower as found in Mark 4:1-20.  
 
KEY VERSES: Matthew 13:23, “As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word 
and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in 
another thirty.”  
 
Colossians 3:16, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all 
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.”  
 
TALK ABOUT IT: What are the four different things that happened to the seeds? (Mark 4:4-7) What does each 
of the different types of soil represent?  

• The seed that fell along the road. (Mark 4:15. People who hear the Word but Satan comes at once and 
takes away the Word that was planted in them.)  

• The seed that fell on the rocky ground. (Mark 4:16-17. People that hear the Word and accept it at once 
with joy, but they don’t develop any roots. When suffering comes along, they fall from faith.)  

• The seed choked by thorns. (Mark 4:18-19. People that hear the Word, but the worries of life and the 
desires for other things take over.)  

• The seed that fell on good soil. (Mark 4:20. People hear God’s Word, accept it, and produce fruit.)  
Do you think the disciples understood the parable without Jesus explaining it? (Mark 4:13. Jesus needed to 
help them understand, too!) Talk about ways your family can be like the seeds that fell on good soil.  
 
PRAYER: Have kids pray for ways they can be good soil, receive God’s Word, and produce much fruit.  

 

Family Time Option  

One day this week, try…  
 

Take some lima beans or other type of beans and plant them in a cup of soil. Place on a windowsill and have 
family members guess how many seeds it will produce. When the beans are ripe and ready to be counted, 
gather the family to count at least as many ways that God is using your family to produce fruit in His kingdom. 



 

 

Faith at Home Corner - For the week of January 24th, 2021 

by Rev. Steve Andrews Jr. 
 

Weekly Tip for Worshipping with Your Children:  Worshipping with children is not easy, but it 
is necessary and worthwhile!  Even from the time of birth, children learn the most by observing what their 
parents do.  We are here to help.  This week’s tip is for: Parents with Young Children! 

 

Prepare at home:  Work on regular parts of the service at home with your children.  Even a 

preschool child can memorize the Lord’s Prayer if you are praying it every night!  Work on 

memorizing the Creeds, the Benediction, the sung responses, or other things you see regularly. 
 

Outreach Made Simply Practical!  Live your normal, everyday lives with Gospel intentionality!  
 

Welcome New Neighbors: For sale sign goes up – and we wonder: who will I have as a neighbor?  
Remember your new neighbors may be concerned about meeting you!  Make them excited to be your 
neighbor.  Help them move in.  Ask what their favorite meal is and make it for them.  Welcome, care, 
and help.  Plus – if you moved away from St. Matthew, think how you would be in need of finding a 
new church to hear God’s Word.  Maybe that is your neighbor!  Invite them with you one Sunday and 
show them a caring, Christ-centered congregation.  If they say no, do not change but continue to be 
that neighbor they are glad to have.   
 

Weekly Worship Helps for the Home:  How do we go about doing devotions together as a family?  
How do we teach our children about their Lord and Savior?  Here are some simple ways to do just that, to 
make Christ the center of your family and to be in His Word daily. This guide is designed to help your family 
read through the Scriptures together in three years and to cover the Small Catechism in just one year!   
    

You can certainly do this however you would like.  In my home, we read a chapter of the Bible together after 
dinner each night, followed by reciting the three chief parts of the Catechism (Ten Commandments, Apostle’s 
Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer) and then we sing a hymn.  There are any number of ways to talk about God in 
your home! 
 

-Pray together! This week’s Prayer List:  http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter 
 

-Daily Scripture Readings: Let’s read Mark 15-16 and Numbers 1-5!  Feel free to ask your pastor any 
questions that come up! 

 

-Memory verse: 1 Corinthians 8:6 – “yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and 
for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we 
exist.” 

 

-Hymn: Amazing Grace  LSB 744, also in Lutheran Service Builder  
  

-Psalm: 137 
 

-Small Catechism (2017): Review together the section on the Ten Commandments: 1-5, on pg. 13-14. 
Digging Deeper with the Explanation – The Eighth Commandment and its meaning, pg. 110-114. 

 

-Devotions resources: grab a copy of Portals of Prayer at church or subscribe to daily email devotions 
from www.lhm.org, www.lutheranchurchcharities.org, or https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/. 

 
 

Feel free to share with family and friends, neighbors and coworkers, anyone you’d like! 

http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
https://app.lutheranservicebuilder.com/
http://www.lhm.org/
http://www.lutheranchurchcharities.org/
https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/


 

“Edited and reprinted with permission of Kids Kount Publishing.” 
 

God Time at Home 
Select questions and adapt for your family. 

 
FOR STARTERS: Prepare a mystery box. Put inside it: a candle, matches and enough treats (such as candies) 
for everyone but yourself. Say, “This treasure contains a message that is a secret of being happy and content. 
Who can look at these things and guess the secret?” Light the candle and pass out the treats. Discuss. Then 
reveal that the secret is giving to others rather than only thinking about what you get. (Point out that with one 
treat missing, you didn’t get one. Instead, you gave away the treats.) Jesus came as a light into this world to 
give Himself to us. Because of that we too can be like light and give ourselves to others.  
 
READ THE BIBLE: Read John 8:12, Mark 4:21-22, and Matthew 5:14-16.  
 
KEY VERSE: Matthew 5:16, “In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”  
 
TALK ABOUT IT: Who claims to be the light of the world? (Jesus.) What will we have if we follow Him? (A life 
filled with light.) What is “a light” intended to do? (Lighten up the room, let other people see, help us see where 
we are going.) What is darkness in our world? (Bad things, sin, evil.) How is Jesus a light to the world? (He 
gave Himself to die for our sin and the sins of the world. He shows us the way to live with Him forever) What 
are other ways Jesus gave Himself to others? (He served them, healed them, taught them, and helped them.) 
How can we be lights to the world or give Jesus to others?  
 
PRAYER: Thank God for sending His Son Jesus to be the light of the world. Pray for God’s power to give of 
yourselves so others see Christ, the “light to the world,” in you. Pray for specific ways to let your light shine. 

 

Family Time Option  

One day this week, try…  
 

During dinner when everyone is together, light a candle and discuss how well your family is “lighting up” your 
neighborhood. Brainstorm ways that you can better share the light of Jesus with others who live around you. 



 

 

Faith at Home Corner - For the week of January 31st, 2021 

by Rev. Steve Andrews Jr. 
 

Weekly Tip for Worshipping with Your Children:  Worshipping with children is not easy, but it 
is necessary and worthwhile!  Even from the time of birth, children learn the most by observing what their 
parents do.  We are here to help.  This week’s tip is for: Everyone! 

 

Why do we sing hymns?  Hymns are full of well-thought prayers, songs of praise, and wonderful 

teaching that points us to Jesus!  The wording sometimes is a little strange as they try to fit it to the 

tune, like a poem trying to rhyme.  Read today’s hymns with your child.  Talk about what they mean.  

Ask your pastor to share next week’s hymns with you that you may sing them together at home 

throughout the week.  Even pray the hymns together.  This will make singing the hymn later all the 

more meaningful and powerful. 
 

Outreach Made Simply Practical!  Live your normal, everyday lives with Gospel intentionality!  
 

Stock the Libraries: Driving around one day my wife made the comment “Those front yard libraries 
are everywhere now!”  With that comment came an idea, why not stock those libraries with Christian 
literature?  Next time you pass one by place a Portals of Prayer, advent devotion, copy of a Bible, or 
other Christian resource that you enjoy in there – who knows who will pick it up!  In the front cover 
write a note, a prayer, and place information on St. Matthew in case the reader needs a caring 
congregation.  Bring Christ to the Little Free Libraries, you never know where that will take Him!   
 

Weekly Worship Helps for the Home:  How do we go about doing devotions together as a family?  
How do we teach our children about their Lord and Savior?  Here are some simple ways to do just that, to 
make Christ the center of your family and to be in His Word daily. This guide is designed to help your family 
read through the Scriptures together in three years and to cover the Small Catechism in just one year!   
    

You can certainly do this however you would like.  In my home, we read a chapter of the Bible together after 
dinner each night, followed by reciting the three chief parts of the Catechism (Ten Commandments, Apostle’s 
Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer) and then we sing a hymn.  There are any number of ways to talk about God in 
your home! 
 

-Pray together! This week’s Prayer List:  http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter 
 

-Daily Scripture Readings: Let’s read Numbers 6-12!  Feel free to ask your pastor any questions that come 
up! 

 

-Memory verse: 1 Corinthians 9:25 – “Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. They do it to 
receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable.” 

 

-Hymn: Hail to the Lord’s Anointed   LSB 398, also in Lutheran Service Builder  
  

-Psalm: 73 
 

-Small Catechism (2017): Review together the section on the Ten Commandments: 6-10, on pg. 14-15. 
Digging Deeper with the Explanation – The Ninth Commandment and its meaning, pg. 115-119. 

 

-Devotions resources: grab a copy of Portals of Prayer at church or subscribe to daily email devotions 
from www.lhm.org, www.lutheranchurchcharities.org, or https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/. 

 
 

Feel free to share with family and friends, neighbors and coworkers, anyone you’d like! 

http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
http://www.gracefaithlove.org/newsletter
https://app.lutheranservicebuilder.com/
http://www.lhm.org/
http://www.lutheranchurchcharities.org/
https://media.higherthings.org/reflections/
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God Time at Home 
Select questions and adapt for your family. 

 
FOR STARTERS: If you have a glow in the dark cross, bring it out (otherwise, try using a flashlight with a regular 
cross). Turn the lights off and see how well it glows. Then have every family member share a time when they 
were scared. How is the following statement true? “Jesus is the one truth that always glows in the dark.”  
 
READ THE BIBLE: Read about Jesus walking on the water as found in Mark 6:45-56.  
 
KEY VERSE: Mark 6:50, “For they all saw Him and were terrified. But immediately He spoke to them and 
said, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.’”  
 
TALK ABOUT IT: What kind of danger were the disciples in? (Mark 6:48. They were rowing their boat during a 
storm in the middle of the night.) When Jesus came walking out to them, what did they think He was and how 
did they react? (Mark 6:49-50. They screamed because they thought He was a ghost, and were terrified) What 
did Jesus say to them to calm them? (Mark 6:50. He told them who He was.) What happened when Jesus then 
climbed into the boat? (Mark 6:51.The wind calmed down and they were amazed.)  
Sometimes we forget that Jesus is real and He wants to be our rescuer, just like the disciples forgot. How do 
we act when we forget? (Scared. Want to panic. Overwhelmed by our lives.  Etc.) When we are scared we 
need to remember that *Jesus is the rescuer and He is real!  

 
PRAYER: After each family member has named his/her fear in prayer, have them repeat the take-home point: 
*Jesus is my Rescuer and He is real! Close by thanking God that He is faithful to keep His promises. 

 

Family Time Option  

One day this week, try…  
 

Every person in the family faces challenges throughout the week. During family devotions, make a prayer list 
so that family members can pray for one another’s special challenges. Remind each other that Jesus is real 
and He does rescue us! 
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