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1. Esther 3:1 - “Haman the Agagite, son of Hammedatha” 

Suddenly, he appears on the scene. No reason is given for his promotion. It may well be that Haman is a descendent of 
Agag, an Amalekite king, making him an Amalekite (descendant of Amalek). 

Agag, the Amalekite king, was an enemy of King Saul – 1 Samuel 15: 7 And Saul defeated the Amalekites from Havilah 
as far as Shur, which is east of Egypt. 8 And he took Agag the king of the Amalekites alive and devoted to destruction all 
the people with the edge of the sword. 9 But Saul and the people spared Agag and the best of the sheep and of the 
oxen and of the fattened calves and the lambs, and all that was good, and would not utterly destroy them. All that was 
despised and worthless they devoted to destruction. 

Saul’s failure to kill Agag and to destroy all that belonged 
to them (see below) grieved the Lord and resulted in 
Samuel killing Agag (1 Samuel 16:33). 

The Amalekites fought against God’s people after the 
exodus of God’s people from Egypt and while they were 
traveling to the promised land. God decreed that there 
would always be war between the Lord and Amalek. 

Exodus 17: 13 And Joshua overwhelmed Amalek and his 
people with the sword. 14 Then the Lord said to Moses, 
“Write this as a memorial in a book and recite it in the ears 
of Joshua, that I will utterly blot out the memory of 
Amalek from under heaven.” 15 And Moses built an altar 
and called the name of it, The Lord Is My 
Banner, 16 saying, “A hand upon the throne of 
the Lord! The Lord will have war with Amalek from 
generation to generation.” 

God instructed that His people should destroy Amalek 
and the Amalekites. 

Deuteronomy 25: 17 “Remember what Amalek did to 
you on the way as you came out of Egypt, 18 how he 
attacked you on the way when you were faint and weary, 
and cut off your tail, those who were lagging behind you, 
and he did not fear God. 19 Therefore when the Lord your 
God has given you rest from all your enemies around you, 
in the land that the Lord your God is giving you for an inheritance to possess, you shall blot out the memory of Amalek 
from under heaven; you shall not forget. 

This conflict really goes all the way back to Jacob and Esau since Amalek is Esau’s descendant (Genesis 36:12) and 
Mordecai is a descendant of Jacob (via the tribe of Benjamin). Conclusion: If Haman truly is a descendant of Agag, the 
Amalekite king, then the strife between Mordecai and Haman goes back 1,000 years or more! 

2. Selected questions/emphases 
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