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“In brief, Esther was The Woman for an Emergency, 
thanks to the overshadowing concern of Jehovah Lord.”

tWO decreeS are in eFFect
The	crack	of	doom	was	at	hand.	The	thirteenth	day	of	Adar	(February-March)	
had	been	designated	by	the	astrologers	and	magicians,	through	the	casting	
of	marked	pebbles	(Purim,	that	is,	lots),	as	the	most	propitious	day	for	killing	
all	Jews	in	the	Persian	empire.

By	now,	two	decrees	were	operative.	The	first	had	been	concocted,	
formulated,	and	cleared	with	King	Xerxes	by	Haman,	archfoe	of	the	Jews.	
“Dispatches	were	sent	by	couriers	to	all	the	king’s	provinces	with	the	order	
to	destroy,	kill	and	annihilate	all	the	Jews—young	and	old,	women	and	little	
children—on	a	single	day,	the	thirteenth	day	of	the	twelfth	month,	the	month	
of	Adar,	and	to	plunder	their	goods”	(3:13,	NIV).

Note:	A	decree,	once	established,	could	not	be	revoked	or	altered,	according	
to	the	law	of	the	Medes	and	Persians.	(See	Daniel	6:12).

Queen	Esther,	herself	a	Jew	and	therefore	equally	liable	to	extermination,	
persuaded	her	royal	husband	to	issue	a	second	decree,	not	nullifying	the	first	
but	supplementing	it,	attaching	thereto,	as	we’d	say	today,	an	amendment.	
The	supplementary	decree	would	give	the	Jews	the	right	to	defend	
themselves,	to	ward	off	the	attackers	with	the	sword,	and	even	to	plunder	the	
property	of	their	enemies.

the taBLeS are turned – eSther 9:1-4
The	enemies	of	the	Jews	had	looked	forward	to	the	day	when	they	could	
vent	their	spleen	upon	the	Jews	and,	in	one	grandiose	scoop,	strike	it	rich	by	
plundering	the	property	of	the	slain—which	the	first	decree	allowed	them	to	
do	with	impunity.	“Now	the	tables	were	turned,	and	the	Jews	got	the	upper	
hand	over	those	who	hated	them”	(9:1b).
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The	Hebrews	were	militarily	well	organized	both	in	Susa	
and	in	the	provinces.	They	had	a	compelling	motivation	
to	fight	to	victory,	as	did	the	Athenians	under	the	reign	
of	Darius	when	they	fought	on	the	plains	of	Marathon	
against	the	Persians.	They	fought	for	their	own	lives,	
for	the	survival	of	their	women	and	children,	and	for	the	
safekeeping	of	their	homes.	“No	one	could	stand	against	
them	because	people	of	other	nationalities	were	afraid	of	
them”	(9:2b).

Moreover,	the	officials	in	the	empire	did	a	round-about-
face	because,	if	they	wished	to	perpetuate	themselves	in	
office,	they	had	better	not	incur	the	disfavor	of	the	prime	
minister,	a	Jew,	and	of	the	queen,	a	blood	relative	of	his.	
“Mordecai”—be	it	borne	in	mind—“was	prominent	in	the	
palace;	his	reputation	spread	throughout	the	provinces,	
and	he	became	more	and	more	powerful”	(9:3-4).	The	
appointees	in	the	government	deemed	it	wise	not	to	work	
at	cross-purposes	with	the	king’s	right-hand	man.

FanaticS cLing tO their FirSt reSOLve – eSther 9:5-10
Fanatics	throw	discretion	to	the	wind.	They	neither	listen	
to	reason	nor	accept	new	trends.	In	consonance	therewith,	
a	relatively	small	number	chose	to	abide	by	the	first	edict,	
which	permitted	them	to	destroy	Jews	and	appropriate	
their	possessions.	Zealots	are	governed	primarily	by	
feelings,	which	are	ofttimes	irrational,	even	to	the	extent	of	
volunteering	to	go	on	suicidal	missions,	both	then	and	now.

But	their	monomaniacal	frenzy	didn’t	get	them	very	far.	
They	were	mowed	down	with	the	sword.	In	the	citadel	
or	fortress	of	Susa,	the	Jews	killed	and	destroyed	five	
hundred	men	on	pogrom	day.	Also,	the	pride	of	Haman,	
his	ten	sons,	were	struck	down.	No	casualties	among	
the	Jews	are	reported	by	name	or	number.	Their	losses,	
presumably,	were	minimal.

One	thing	the	Jews	did	not	do,	and	that	was	to	lay	their	
hands	on	the	plunder.	That	fact	is	mentioned	three	times	
(9:10,	15,	16).

But,	in	the	matter	of	worsting	the	enemy	in	battle,	the	Jews	
did	pretty	much	what	they	pleased	to	those	who	hated	
them	(9:5-10).

“any Further reQueStS, Queen eSther?” – eSther 
9:11-15
The	king	reported	to	the	queen	the	result	of	the	day’s	
encounters:	500	enemies	slain	in	Susa,	including	the	ten	
sons	of	Haman.	Did	she	feel	the	Jews	were	now	safe	or	
was	there	something	more	he	could	do	to	make	assurance	
doubly	sure?	Noting	her	uneasiness,	he	said,	“Now	what	is	
your	petition?	It	will	be	given	you.	What	is	your	request?	It	
will	also	be	granted”	(9:12).

Perhaps	Esther	had	learned	via	the	grapevine	telegraph	
or	from	Mordecai	that	certain	enemies	planned	to	lie	low	
on	pogrom	day,	i.e.,	on	the	thirteenth	day	of	the	month	of	
Adar,	but	to	sally	forth	against	the	Jews	on	the	fourteenth	
day.	According	to	the	literal	wording	of	the	edict,	the	Jews	
were	permitted	to	launch	a	counterattack	only	on	the	
thirteenth	day.

Neither	the	king	nor	the	queen	was	cognizant	of	the	
situation	outside	the	capital	city,	for	reports	had	not	yet	
come	in	from	the	provinces.	But	Esther	felt	the	lives	of	
Jews	in	Susa	were	in	jeopardy	unless	precautionary	
measures	were	taken.

So	she	voiced	the	following	request,	“If	it	pleases	the	king,	
give	the	Jews	in	Susa	permission	to	carry	out	this	day’s	
edict	tomorrow	also,	and	let	(the	bodies	of)	Haman’s	ten	
sons	be	hanged	on	gallows”	(in	various	parts	of	the	city	as	
a	warning)	(9:13).

Esther’s	fears	were	well	grounded.	The	Jews	were	assaulted	
on	the	fourteenth	day,	but	they	were	prepared,	“and	they	put	
to	death	in	Susa	an	additional	three	hundred	men;	but	they	
did	not	lay	their	hands	on	the	plunder”	(9:15b).

hOW thingS Fared in the PrOvinceS – eSther 9:16-17
The	aggressions	made	against	the	Jews	in	the	provinces	
were	limited	to	but	one	day,	the	thirteenth	of	Adar,	the	
day	of	massacre	designated	by	the	“vile	Haman.”	75,000	
enemies	were	killed.

On	the	fourteenth	day,	whilst	the	Jews	in	Susa	were	still	
defending	themselves,	the	Jews	in	the	provinces	were	
celebrating	victory.	For	them,	the	fourteenth	was	a	day	of	
rest,	feasting,	and	joy.
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Note:	“A	figure	of	7,500	would	appear	to	be	more	
realistic.	All	the	figures	for	the	slain	victims,	also	in	9:6,	
15,	may	have	acquired	an	extra	zero	in	the	course	of	
the	transmission	of	the	text.”	W.R.	Roehrs.	This	surmise	
seems	feasible	in	view	of	the	changed	attitudes	of	the	
government	official	and	the	populace	at	large	who	made	
reverence	towards	Israel	the	accepted	fashion	of	the	times	
(9:16-17).

the FeaSt OF Purim iS eStaBLiShed – eSther 9:18-32
The	question	which	Mordecai	had	to	settle	was	this:	On	
which	day	should	Purim	be	celebrated?	On	the	fourteenth	
day	of	the	month	of	Adar,	as	the	villagers	and	country	
folk	had	done,	or	on	the	fifteenth,	as	the	people	in	Susa	
had	done	because	of	an	extra	day	of	fighting.	Mordecai	
satisfied	both	sides	by	proclaiming	a	two-day	holiday,	
embracing	the	fourteenth	and	the	fifteenth	days.

In	a	letter	dispatched	to	Jewry	and	later	endorsed	by	
Queen	Esther,	two	days	were	to	be	observed	“as	days	of	
feasting	and	joy	and	giving	presents	of	food	to	one	another	
and	gifts	to	the	poor”	(9:18-22,	29-31).

Thus	the	Feast	of	Purim	or,	as	it	is	sometimes	called,	The	
Feast	of	Esther,	was	established	in	commemoration	of	“the	
time	when	the	Jews	got	relief	from	their	enemies,	and	as	
the	month	when	their	sorrow	was	turned	into	joy	and	their	
mourning	into	a	day	of	celebration”	(9:23-28).

“The	Jews	took	it	upon	themselves	to	establish	the	
custom	that	they	and	their	descendants	and	all	who	join	
them	(proselytes)	should	without	fail	observe	these	two	
days	every	year,	in	the	way	prescribed	and	at	the	time	
appointed”	(9:27,	NIV).	The	book	of	Esther	is	read	in	the	

synagogues	at	the	Feast	of	Purim,	and	the	subject-matter	
discussed	in	many	a	home,	for	it	was	Esther	who,	under	
providential	guidance,	effected	the	deliverance	of	the	
Persian	Jews.

The	tribe	of	Judah	in	particular	had	to	be	preserved,	from	
which	the	Messiah,	the	Christ	of	God,	Shiloh,	the	Expected	
One,	to	whom	the	scepter	belongs,	was	to	come.	“The	
sceptre	shall	not	depart	from	Judah,	nor	a	lawgiver	[the	
ruler’s	staff]	from	between	his	feet,	until	Shiloh	come;	and	
unto	him	[shall]	the	gathering	of	the	people	[be]”	(Genesis	
49:10,	KJV	–	Matthew	1:3,	Luke	3:33-34).

Was	the	preservation	of	Jewry,	especially	of	the	tribe	
of	Judah,	the	principal	reason	why	the	book	of	Esther	
was	incorporated	into	the	canon	of	the	Old	Testament?	
A	second	good	reason	would	be:	the	book	offers	an	
historical	account	of	the	origin	of	the	Feast	of	Purim.

a time OF Peace – eSther chaPter 10
The	tenth	and	final	chapter	of	the	book	of	Esther	is	
exceedingly	short	but	it	provided	long-term	comfort	to	the	
Jews	in	Persia.	Their	lives	would	not	again	be	threatened,	
certainly	not	as	long	as	Mordecai	exercised	power	and	
might	as	the	second	in	rank	to	King	Xerxes.	He	worked	
hard	and	well	for	the	good	of	his	people	and,	we	may	
safely	assume,	for	the	welfare	of	all	subjects	in	the	realm.	
His	multifarious	acts	of	goodness	are	recorded	in	the	book	
of	annals	of	the	kings	of	Media	and	Persia.	How	we	wish	
those	records	were	still	extant!	Our	admiration	for	him	
would	rise	indeed.	He	was	an	instrument	of	God,	used	for	
the	furtherance	of	a	period	of	peace	among	humans	prone	
to	aggressiveness	and	domination.	And	Queen	Esther	
aided	and	abetted	him	skillfully.

…the Feast of Purim or, as it is sometimes called, The Feast of Esther, 
was established in commemoration of “the time when the Jews got 
relief from their enemies, and as the month when their sorrow was 

turned into joy and their mourning into a day of celebration.”
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characteriSticS OF eSther
She	was	a	vision	of	delight	and	beauty.	“This	girl,	who	was	also	known	as	
Esther,	was	lovely	in	form	and	features”	(2:7b,	NIV).

She	was	stout	of	heart,	willing	to	risk	her	life	for	the	sake	of	saving	her	people.	
“Fast	for	me…When	this	is	done,	I	will	go	to	the	king,	even	though	it	is	against	
the	law.	And	if	I	perish,	I	perish”	(4:16).

She	was	a	woman	of	politeness	and	deference	to	authority.	“If	the	king	regards	
me	with	favor	and	if	it	pleases	the	king	to	grant	my	petition	and	fulfill	my	
request…”	(5:8a).

She	combined	tact	with	directness	of	speech.	“If	I	have	found	favor	with	you,	
O	King,	and	if	it	pleases	Your	Majesty,	grant	me	my	life—this	is	my	petition.	
And	spare	my	people—this	is	my	request”	(7:3).	“If	it	pleases	the	king,	and	if	
he	regards	me	with	favor	and	thinks	it	the	right	thing	to	do,	and	if	he	is	pleased	
with	me,	let	an	order	be	written	overruling	the	dispatches	that	Haman…devised	
and	wrote	to	destroy	the	Jews	in	all	the	king’s	provinces”	(8.5).

She	readily	professed	her	kinship	with	the	Jewish	people	and	frankly	stated	
that	their	destruction	would	shatter	her	personally.	“For	how	can	I	bear	to	see	
disaster	fall	on	my	people?	How	can	I	bear	to	see	the	destruction	of	my	family”	
(relatives)	(8:6)?

She	was	a	woman	of	great	intuition.	She	suspected	a	surprise	attack	the	
second	day	when	the	Jews	did	not	have	the	expressed	right	to	defend	
themselves.	“If	it	pleases	the	king,	give	the	Jews	in	Susa	permission	to	carry	
out	this	day’s	edict	tomorrow	also”	(9:13a).

In	brief,	Esther	was	The	Woman	for	an	Emergency,	thanks	to	the	
overshadowing	concern	of	Jehovah	Lord.	To	Him	be	praise	for	His	governance	
in	our	lives.

In	the	name	of	Jesus.	Amen.




