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The Book of Esther 
REvEREnd ERwin KuRth 

eventS muLtiPLy raPidLy – eSther 8:1-8 31
PerSOnaL aPPLicatiOn – eSther 9 & 10 33

eSther identiFieS haman aS the archviLLain – eSther 7:1-6a
The	second	banquet	got	under	way.	During	the	wine	course	the	king	asked	
Esther,	for	the	third	time,	“What	is	your	request”	(7:1-2)?

The	queen	answered	deferentially	but	firmly,	“My	first	petition	is:	Grant	
me	my	life;	the	second,	spare	my	people.	We	have	been	sold	(3:9,	4:7)	for	
destruction.	I	repeat	myself,	we	have	been	sold	for	slaughter.	I	say	it	again,	
with	emphasis,	we	have	been	sold	for	annihilation”	(7:4	-	NIV).

“If	we	had	been	sold	into	slavery,	I	would	not	have	brought	the	matter	to	Your	
Majesty’s	attention,	for	we	would	not	have	forfeited	our	lives.	But	uncalled-for	
death,	for	me	and	my	people,	is	the	ultimate	of	wickedness.	It	is	genocide.	If	
I	have	found	favor	with	you,	0	King,	and	if	it	pleases	Your	Majesty,	I	implore	
you,	take	action.”

Esther	thus	clearly	identified	herself	as	a	member	of	the	Jewish	race.	The	
king	was	not	disturbed	by	the	revelation.	King	Xerxes	asked	Queen	Esther,	
“Who	is	he?	Where	is	the	man	who	has	dared	to	do	such	a	thing?”

Esther	said,	“The	adversary	and	enemy	is	this	vile	Haman”	(7:6a).

haman’S Fate iS SeaLed – eSther 7:6B-10
Haman	trembled	in	terror	before	the	royal	pair.	Xerxes	got	up	from	his	couch	
in	a	towering	rage.	He	left	the	banquet	hall	and	went	out	into	the	palace	
garden	to	gather	his	wits	about	him.

Haman,	who	realized	his	fate	was	about	to	be	sealed,	stayed	behind.	He	
who	had	previously	and	repeatedly	taken	offense	when	Mordecai	the	Jew	did	
not	grovel	before	him,	now	dropped	to	his	knees	before	a	Jewish	woman	in	
frenzied	supplication.	Perhaps	he	reached	for	her	hands	to	accentuate	his	
great	need	of	her	intercession	and,	in	so	doing,	his	upper	body	fell	forward	
onto	the	divan	where	Esther	reclined	(7:8).

“For the Jews in every province and city it was a time of 
happiness and joy, gladness and honor (human dignity 

and self-esteem), with feasting and celebrating.”
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That’s	how	Xerxes	found	them	as	he	returned.	He	
exclaimed,	“Will	he	even	molest	her	while	she	is	with	me	in	
the	house?”	(NIV).	“Will	he	force	the	queen…?”	(KJV).	“Is	
this	man	going	to	rape	the	queen…?”	(GNB	and	Jerusalem	
Bible).	“The	enraged	king	accused	the	hapless	grand	
vizier	of	attempted	rape…”	(W.R.	Roehrs).

Xerxes	surely	must	have	realized	he	was	exaggerating,	
but	in	his	rage	he	relished	one	more	good	reason	for	
putting	Haman	to	death.	What	if	he	was	prevaricating?	
Hadn’t	Haman	lied	when	he	told	the	king	“a	certain	people	
do	not	obey	the	king’s	laws	and	should	be	destroyed”?	
(3:8-9).

As	soon	as	the	king	voiced	his	suspicion	of	threatened	
rape,	the	king’s	attendants	put	a	veil	over	Haman’s	face	
as	one	in	disgrace	and	unworthy	to	be	seen	by	the	living	
(6:12).

One	of	the	eunuchs,	Harbona,	who	was	present	at	the	
downfall	of	Queen	Vashti	(1:10),	made	this	practical	
suggestion,	“How	convenient!	There	is	that	high	gallows	
which	Haman	built	for	Mordecai,	whose	report	of	an	
assassination	plot	saved	the	king’s	life.	The	gallows	is	
conveniently	located	in	the	front	of	Haman’s	house.”

“Hang	him	on	it,”	the	king	ordered.	So	they	hanged	Haman	
on	the	gallows	built	for	Mordecai.	Then	the	king’s	fury	
subsided.

eventS muLtiPLy raPidLy – eSther 8:1-8
Esther	informed	Xerxes	she	was	a	blood	relative	of	
Mordecai,	a	cousin.	The	King	gave	Queen	Esther	the	
estate	of	Haman,	the	enemy	of	the	Jews.	Esther	appointed	
Mordecai	steward	or	manager	of	the	estate.

King	Xerxes	made	Mordecai	prime	minister.	The	ceremony	
for	doing	so	was	simple	and	direct.	“The	king	took	off	
his	signet	ring	which	he	reclaimed	from	Haman,	and	
presented	it	to	Mordecai”	(8:2).

Mordecai	and	Esther	now	felt	safe	and	secure	in	their	own	
persons.	But	what	about	the	many	other	Jews	scattered	
throughout	the	empire?	Would	they	survive	the	day	when	
the	decree,	which	Haman	had	devised	against	them,	went	
into	effect?	Hardly!	There	was	only	one	person	who,	under	
the	favor	of	God,	could	give	them	a	fighting	chance	to	
survive.	That	person	was	Queen	Esther.

She	took	action	at	once.	She	fell	at	the	feet	of	her	royal	
spouse	and,	weeping	copiously,	she	begged	him	for	help.	
By	extending	the	gold	scepter	to	her,	he	indicated	his	
readiness	to	listen	to	her	plea.

She	arose	and	stood	before	him.	Diplomatically,	she	
avoided	making	up	“their	minds	for	him.”	She	used	three	
“If’s”:	If it pleases the king,	and	If he regards me with favor 
and thinks it the right thing to do,	and	If he is pleased 
with me,	then	let	an	amendment	be	affixed	to	the	original	
decree,	stipulating	that	the	Jews	have	the	right	to	defend	
themselves	on	the	day	appointed	for	their	destruction.

She	added	a	personal	touch,	“For	how	can	I	bear	to	see	
disaster	fall	on	my	people?	How	can	I	bear	to	see	the	
destruction	of	my	family?”	(Relatives	–	GNB).

Xerxes	replied	in	effect,	“To	begin	with,	Haman	should	
never	have	discriminated	against	the	Jews	or,	for	
that	matter,	against	any	minority	group	in	this	our	
conglomerate	society.	As	you	know,	I	had	him	dutifully	
hanged	for	his	wanton	racism	and	I	gave	his	estate	to	
Queen	Esther.”

There was only one person who, under the favor of God, could give 
them a fighting chance to survive. That person was Queen Esther.
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“Now,	Mordecai,	what	I	want	you	to	do	is	to	write	an	amendment	which	
overrides	the	original	intent	of	the	edict	which	Haman	concocted	because	
of	his	bitter	hatred	of	the	Jews;	enlist	the	services	and	expertise	of	the	royal	
secretaries,	and	authenticate	it	with	the	royal	seal	I	gave	you.”

“The	king’s	edict	granted	the	Jews	in	every	city	the	right	to	assemble	and	
protect	themselves;	to	destroy,	kill	and	annihilate	any	armed	force	of	any	
nationality	or	province	that	might	attack	them	and	their	women	and	children;	
and	to	plunder	the	property	of	their	enemies”	(Esther	8:11,	NIV).

The	couriers	rode	fast	horses	especially	bred	for	the	king	(8:10).	They	raced	
out,	spurred	by	the	king’s	command	and	distributed	copies	of	the	decree	
everywhere.	Inasmuch	as	the	document	was	written	in	the	king’s	name	and	
bore	the	royal	seal,	it	was	just	as	irrevocable	as	the	one	dispatched	by	Haman	
(3:8-9).

Naturally,	copies	were	also	disseminated	in	the	capital	city	of	Susa.

Mordecai	was	extremely	happy.	“Mission	accomplished!”	“Deo	gratia!”	
Mordecai	left	the	king’s	presence	wearing	royal	garments	of	blue	and	white,	a	
large	crown	of	gold	and	a	purple	robe	of	fine	linen.	And	the	city	of	Susa	held	a	
joyous	festival	(8:15).

For	the	Jews	in	every	province	and	city	it	was	a	time	of	happiness	and	joy,	
gladness	and	honor	(human	dignity	and	self-esteem),	with	feasting	and	
celebrating.	Many	people	of	all	nationalities	became	Jews	(proselytes,	
converts)	because	fear	of	the	Jews	had	seized	them	(8:17).

The	king’s	supplementary	decree	had	given	the	Jews	the	right	to	assemble	(to	
organize	into	fighting	units)	and	protect	themselves,	their	women	and	children;	
and	to	plunder	the	property	of	their	enemies	(which,	as	we	shall	see	later,	they	
declined	to	do).

Moreover,	the	queen	was	a	full-blown	Jew,	the	prime	minister	was	a	Jew	
(remember,	“you	can’t	fight	city	hall”).	Therefore	many,	though	not	all,	decided	
to	play	it	safe	and	determined	in	no	way	to	badger	the	Jews	presently,	let	
alone	assault	them	on	the	day	fixed	by	that	“vile	Haman.”

God	moves	in	a	mysterious	way	His	wonders	to	perform…

Amen!
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PerSOnaL aPPLicatiOn – eSther 9 & 10

O holy blessed Trinity, enable me ever to recall the good days you have given me and 
bear in mind that gratitude is the memory of the heart. In Jesus’ name I pray.

Esther	9:1-4

1.	 The	irrevocable	edict	to	kill	all	Jews	in	the	Persian	empire,	which	included	the	population	of	Judah	and	Benjamin,	had	
been	written	by	Haman,	the	enemy	of	the	Jews,	and	approved	by	King	Xerxes.	Copies	of	the	decree	were	dispatched	
by	couriers	to	all	the	king’s	provinces.	What	right	did	the	imperial	order	grant	to	all	enemies	of	the	Jews.	(3:13).

2.	 Yielding	to	Queen	Esther’s	impassioned	plea,	King	Xerxes	issued	a	second	edict,	not	nullifying	the	first	but	
supplementing	it.	What	right	did	the	second	edict	grant	unto	the	Jews,	come	the	thirteenth	day	of	the	month	of	Adar?	
(8:11)

Esther	9:5-10
3.	 How	successful	were	the	Jews	in	attacking	their	enemies	on	the	thirteenth	day?

4.	 How	many	were	slain	in	the	citadel	or	fortress	of	Susa?

5.	 Whose	ten	sons,	their	father’s	pride	and	joy,	were	numbered	among	the	five	hundred	slain	by	the	sword	on	the	very	day	
their	father	had	designated	as	pogrom	day?

6.	 What	forbearance	did	the	Jewish	warriors	show	the	survivors	of	the	slain?

Esther	9:11-19
7.	 Esther	learned	or	suspected	that	some	enemies	planned	a	surprise	attack	on	the	fourteenth	day	of	the	month	of	Adar,	a	

day	on	which	the	Jews	did	not	have	the	written	consent	of	the	king’s	edict	to	defend	themselves.	What	special	request,	
therefore,	did	Esther	make	of	the	king	regarding	the	Jewish	population	in	Susa?

8.	 Why	did	she	also	request	the	hanging	of	the	corpses	of	Haman’s	ten	sons?	Choose	one:	
	 ___	To	taste	the	sweetness	of	revenge.
	 ___	To	warn	other	die-hards	of	the	folly	of	further	attacks	on	the	Jews.

9.	 How	many	enemies	were	slain	in	the	provinces?
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10.	 On	which	day	of	the	month	of	Adar	did	the	Jews	in	the	villages	of	the	provinces	celebrate	their	victory	by	resting,	
feasting,	merry-making,	and	giving	presents	to	each	other	and	gifts	to	the	poor?

11.	 On	which	day	did	the	Jews	in	Susa	celebrate	their	victory?

Esther	9:20-32
12.	 Inasmuch	as	the	rural	Jews	got	relief	from	their	enemies	a	day	earlier	than	did	city-folks	of	Susa,	how	did	Mordecai	

satisfy	both	parties	as	to	the	celebration	period?

13.	 What	information	do	you	glean	from	9:23-28	concerning	the	Feast	of	Purim?

14.	 The	Feast	of	Purim	was	established	by	three	parties:	the	queen,	Mordecai,	and	the	people	themselves.	A	time	of	
“fasting	and	lamentation”	was	suggested	as	a	fit	prelude	to	the	festivities.	Why	would	the	thirteenth	day	of	Adar	be	quite	
appropriate	for	such	an	exercise?

Esther	10
15.	 The	racist	crisis	had	passed.	The	heterogeneous	kingdom	of	Persia	was	again	unified	and	back	to	normal.	From	what	

common	practice	of	government	can	that	fact	be	deduced?

16.	 Why	was	Mordecai	respected	by	the	rank	and	file	of	people	and,	in	particular,	by	the	Jews?

17.	 Why	did	God’s	chosen	people	have	to	be	delivered	from	genocide	in	view	of	Jacob’s	prophetic	utterance	to	Judah	
(Genesis	49:10)	and	of	the	words	of	Jesus	(John	4:22)?

18.	 Which	attribute	or	characteristic	of	Esther	would	you	like	to	possess	and	why?

19.	 Reviewing	The	Book	of	Esther,	in	what	incidents	do	you	particularly	see	God	guiding	His	people?
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