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Lesson 5
EsthER 5  &  6

eSther haS initiaL SucceSS – eSther 5:1-8
After	the	three-day	fast	imposed	upon	herself	and	her	maids	was	over,	
Esther	put	on	her	royal	apparel	and	went	into	the	inner	court	of	the	palace	
where	Xerxes	could	readily	see	her	from	his	royal	throne.

The	king	was	enthralled	by	her	beauty	and	captivating	appearance.	She	
seemed	a	vision	of	delight	and	joy	forever.	He	graciously	extended	to	her	the	
gold	scepter	that	was	in	his	hand.	Immediately	recognizing	that	as	a	gesture	of	
welcome,	she	approached	the	throne	and	touched	the	tip	of	the	scepter,	possibly	
with	her	lips,	in	acknowledgment	of	his	favor	and	as	a	tender	of	her	esteem	and	
love.	So	the	first	step	in	delivering	the	Jews	from	destruction	had	been	taken	
with	success	and	aplomb.	She	had	gained	audience	with	the	king	(5:1-2).

“What	is	on	your	mind,	Queen	Esther?”	the	king	inquired.	“Tell	me	and	I’ll	
grant	your	request	even	if	it	costs	me	half	of	my	kingdom.”	(A	hyperbolic	
promise	current	then	and,	in	fact,	some	500	years	later	too,	when	King	Herod	
said	to	Salome,	the	exotic	dancer,	“Whatever	you	ask,	I	will	give	you,	up	to	
half	my	kingdom”	Mark	6:23).

Esther	was	prudent	enough	not	to	venture	forward	on	the	basis	of	a	first	
impression.	She	needed	to	proceed	leisurely.	Knowing	the	king’s	fondness	
for	food	and	conviviality,	she	replied,	“If	it	pleases	the	king,	I	should	like	
to	have	you	come	to	my	apartment	this	evening	for	a	private	dinner	I	have	
planned	for	Haman.”

The	king	was	well	pleased	that	she	had,	evidently,	endorsed	his	choice	of	
Haman	as	vizier	and	readily	consented	to	attend	the	banquet	in	Haman’s	
honor.	He	ordered	his	chief	servant,	“Bring	Haman	at	once,	so	that	we	may	
do	What	Esther	asks”	(5:3-5a).

When	dinner	was	over	and	the	two	guests	were	enjoying	themselves	drinking	
wine,	the	king	repeated	the	question	he	had	posed	that	morning,	“Now,	
Queen	Esther,	what	is	your	petition?	It	will	be	given	you,	even	up	to	half	the	
kingdom”	(5:5b-6).

Esther	was	not	yet	ready	to	reveal	her	request.	Either	she	felt	intuitively	that	
the	timing	was	not	right	or	she	unconsciously	yielded	to	the	prompting	of	the	
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Spirit	of	God.	So	she	played	for	time.	“Come	tomorrow,”	
she	replied,	“and	I	will	count	it	a	privilege	to	serve	the	
two	of	you	again.	Then	I	will	answer	for	sure	the	king’s	
question”	(5:7-8).	Thus	she	unwittingly	provided	the	time-
space	in	which	the	critical	events	could	happen	which	
ultimately	averted	the	destruction	of	the	Jews	and	led	to	
the	hanging	of	the	arch-villain,	Haman.

haman actS Like a manic-dePreSSive – eSther 5:9-14
Haman	was	deliriously	happy	when	he	bade	the	royal	
couple	good	night.	Who	wouldn’t	be?	Could	any	honor	
soar	higher	than	that	of	being	the	sole	guest	of	the	king	
and	queen	of	the	vast	Persian	empire?	Once	homeward	
bound,	Haman’s	steps	were	springy,	and	his	spirit	tingled	
with	delight	seraphic.	He	was	manic.

However,	he	soon	became	depressive.	His	euphoria	
collapsed	when	he	saw	Mordecai	remain	seated	at	the	
king’s	gate.	What	arrogance,	what	defiance,	what	despite	
not	to	rise,	not	to	bow	or	genuflect	before	one’s	superior!	
Haman	was	ready	to	explode,	but	he	restrained	himself.	
He	shackled	his	feelings	and	made	haste	to	get	home	
(5:9,10a).

Once	there	his	mood	changed	abruptly	for	the	better.	He	
summoned	his	wife,	Zeresh,	and	his	family	and	friends	and	
expansively	recounted	his	many	benisons:	his	opulence,	
the	treasure	of	having	ten	sons,	his	promotion	by	the	king	
to	the	highest	office	in	the	land,	above	all	the	other	nobles	
and	officials	(5:10b-ll).

“And	that’s	not	all,”	Haman	added.	He	told	how	a	
distinctive	honor,	beyond	all	imagining,	had	come	to	him;	
he	was	the	guest	of	honor	at	a	banquet	especially	planned	
for	him	by	the	queen	(5:4),	and	the	king	had	graced	the	
occasion	with	his	presence.	Even	more	fabulous	was	the	
fact	that	he	had	been	invited	to	dine	again	with	His	Majesty	
and	the	Queen	on	the	morrow	(5:12).

These	joys	were	overshadowed	by	the	disrespectful	
demeanor	of	Mordecai	the	Jew.	He	told	his	family	and	
circle	of	friends	in	effect,	“That	Jew	is	like	vinegar	to	my	
teeth,	like	smoke	to	my	eyes,	utterly	unbearable,	I	find	no	
continuum	of	inner	satisfaction	as	long	as	I	see	that	Jew	
Mordecai	sitting	at	the	king’s	gate”	(5:13).

Haman’s	wife	Zeresh	came	up	with	a	bright	idea,	and	all	
the	friends	chimed	in.	“The	solution	is	prodigiously	simple,”	
she	said	in	essence.	“Why	don’t	you	have	a	gallows	built	
on	the	hillock	in	front	of	our	house?	Its	overall	height	will	
be	close	to	eighty	feet,	visible	from	a	great	distance.	It	will	
serve	as	a	warning	to	all	would-be	detractors	not	to	show	
irreverence	to	the	king’s	right-hand	man.

“Then,	tomorrow	morning	early,	go	to	the	king	and	get	
permission	to	have	Mordecai	hanged	on	the	gallows.	That	
being	done,	the	obstacle	to	your	complete	happiness	
will	have	been	removed,	and	you	can	go	to	the	banquet	
in	the	evening	and	let	a	thousand	song	birds	warble	in	
your	bosom.”	Hamen	thought	the	idea	was	first-rate,	par	
excellence,	unassailable.	So	he	had	the	gallows	built	(5:14b).

That’s	how	Realpolitik	operates.	The	politician	deals	
with	reality.	If	an	obstacle	stands	in	the	way	of	his	self-
promotion,	threatens	his	position	and	power,	hurts	his	
pride,	or	damages	his	reputation,	he	takes	action,	though	
it	be	of	a	drastic	nature.	Haman	envisioned	how,	in	one	fell	
swoop,	he	could	straighten	out	matters	completely	in	his	
favor	and	to	his	unequivocal	satisfaction.	So	he	employed	
a	20th	century	technique;	he	took	recourse	to	violence	to	
get	his	way.

the king hOnOrS mOrdecai – eSther 6:1-11
“That	night	the	king	could	not	sleep”	(6:1).	Behold	this	pivotal	
sentence	of	the	story!

Haman’s	rise	to	power	is	portrayed	in	the	first	five	chapters	of	
the	book	of	Esther;	his	fall	from	power,	in	the	last	five.	How	
different	the	sequence	would	have	been	if	Esther	had	divulged	
her	request	during	the	first	banquet,	and	the	king	had	said	
either	yes	or	no.

How	different	if	the	king	had	fallen	asleep	on	a	full	stomach,	as	
no	doubt	he	often	did.	What	kept	him	awake?	Did	he	keep	on	
wondering	what	Esther’s	petition	might	possibly	be?	Or	was	it	
happenstance,	one	in	a	series	of	uncontrolled	fortuities?	It	is	
difficult	to	believe	the	plausibility	of	events	succeeding	each	
other	in	perfect	order	without	God’s	providential	guidance.

Here	is	the	order	of	events:	Xerxes	could	not	sleep.	That	is	the	
starting	point.	What	should	he	do?	Lie	awake	or	while	away	
his	wakefulness	with	some	reading	done	by	a	courtier?	It	so	
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happened	he	chose	to	have	the	record	of	his	reign	read	to	him.	
And	what	do	you	know?	The	reader	hit	upon	that	section	in	the	
tome	which	described	an	attempted	assassination.	Two	of	the	
king’s	officers	had	agreed	to	kill	the	king	because	they	were	
angry	with	him.

Mordecai	learned	about	the	plot	and	told	Queen	Esther,	who	
in	turn	reported	it	to	the	king,	giving	the	credit	to	Mordecai.	
Upon	investigation,	the	report	was	found	to	be	true,	and	the	
two	officials	were	hanged	on	a	gallows.	The	king	was	present	
when	this	treacherous	attempt	on	his	life	was	recorded	in	the	
book	of	annals,	and	Mordecai	was	mentioned	as	the	one	who	
saved	the	king’s	life.	So	the	king	was	in	a	position	to	recall	
vividly	the	assassination	attempt	(2:21-23).

The	king	did	not,	however,	remember	how	Mordecai	was	
rewarded	for	his	faithful	and	loyal	act.	Therefore	he	asked,	
“What	do	the	records	show?	What	honor	and	recognition	
has	Mordecai	received	for	this?”	“Nothing	has	been	done	for	
him,”	his	attendants	answered.

Just	then	a	commotion	was	heard	in	the	outer	court.	“Go	see	
who	it	is,”	the	king	ordered.	There	the	attendants	found	a	
man	who,	apparently,	had	also	gone	without	sleep	the	night	
before.	Haman	had	come	at	the	blush	of	dawn	to	ask	a	favor	
of	the	king,	namely,	the	right	to	hang	Mordecai	on	a	gallows	
he	had	erected	for	him	on	a	mound	in	front	of	his	house.

Before	Haman	could	voice	his	request,	however,	the	king	
asked	him	a	hypothetical	question,	not	mentioning	the	person	
by	name	for	whom	he	intended	the	favor.	The	question	was:	
“What	should	be	done	for	a	man	the	king	delights	to	honor?”	
(6:6).

Narcissistic	Haman	naturally	figured	the	king	had	him	in	mind	
when	he	posed	the	question.	So	he	threw	the	reins	upon	
the	neck	of	imagination	and	began	to	fantasize	in	earnest.	
He	could	think	of	no	greater	honor	accruing	to	him	than	to	
be	attired	in	a	royal	robe	previously	worn	by	the	emperor;	
to	sit	upon	a	horse	the	king	had	ridden,	a	prancing	stallion	
ornamented	with	a	royal	crest	on	his	head.	He	would	also	
have	the	topmost	official	in	government	serve	as	his	valet	to	
dress	him;	to	help	him	mount	the	horse	and	lead	the	horse	
back	and	forth	on	the	city	streets	proclaiming	in	stentorian	
tones,	“This	is	what	is	done	for	the	man	the	king	delights	to	
honor.”	Such	a	procedure	Haman	suggested	to	his	king.

“Excellent,”	the	king	responded.	“That	is	exactly	what	you	are	
to	do	for	Mordecai	the	Jew,	who	sits	at	the	king’s	gate.	Do	
not	neglect	anything	you	have	recommended.”

Haman	was	crestfallen.	He	knew	he	had	dropped	from	the	
No.1	spot.	He	no	longer	was	the	king’s	favorite.	The	tables	
had	been	turned	against	him.	He	now	had	to	go	through	with	
the	pageantry	of	serving	his	archenemy.	He	could	think	of	
nothing	more	humiliating	and	debasing	than	that.

“it’S an Omen!” Say haman’S FamiLy and FriendS – 
eSther 6:12-14
Mordecai	returned	to	his	post	at	the	king’s	gate	calmly	but,	we	
may	assume,	with	cautious	optimism.	So	far,	so	good;	in	fact,	
very	good.	The	king	had	dealt	kindly	and	regally	with	him.	But	
the	moment	of	truth	still	lay	ahead.	How	would	Esther	fare	at	
the	evening’s	banquet	when	she	appealed	to	her	royal	spouse	
to	save	her,	a	Jewish	woman,	and	deliver	her	people?

Haman,	on	his	part,	rushed	home,	with	his	head	covered	in	
grief.	He	quickly	told	everything	that	had	occurred.	His	wife	
and	friends	took	a	dim	view	of	his	future.	They	feared	what	had	
happened	was	the	beginning	of	the	end.	It	was	an	ill	omen.

Haman’s	destructive	measures	had	been	leveled	against	
the	Jews.	Now,	this	Mordecai	was	a	Jew.	Moreover,	he	was	
a	prominent	Jew,	in	whom	the	king	took	great	delight	and	
honored	him	accordingly.	Mordecai	was	a	force	to	be	reckoned	
with.	He	was	a	rising	star	in	the	firmament	of	power	politics.	
Who	could	stand	against	him?	Surely	not	Haman,	a	falling	
star.	The	consensus	of	his	advisors	was	dismal:	“you	will	
surely	come	to	ruin,”	they	prognosticated.

While	they	were	talking,	the	king’s	messengers	arrived	to	
tell	Haman	the	banquet	was	ready,	in	fact,	he	should	hurry	
a	bit,	get	dressed	fast,	and	not	keep	his	hosts	waiting.	They	
escorted	him	in	double-quick	time	to	the	banquet	Esther	had	
prepared.	Such	was	the	custom	in	those	days	that	the	guests	
were	called	for	and	accompanied	to	the	place	of	feasting	and	
refreshments	of	spirits.

The	vibrations	were	not	good	as	Esther,	the	king	and	Haman	
sat	down	to	eat	and	to	drink	in	the	banquet	hall.	As	it	turned	
out,	this	meal	was	Haman’s	last,	as	we	say	today,	“the	last	
meal	before	walking	the	last	mile.”
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PerSOnaL aPPLicatiOn – eSther 7 & 8

Heavenly Father, enable all the members of my family to trust Your judgment in guiding our destinies 
aright, so that we can do our work with gladness of heart and spirit. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Esther	7:1-7

1.	 During	the	wine-course	at	the	second	banquet,	what	inquiry	did	the	king	direct	to	the	queen	for	the	third	time?

2.	 What	two-fold	request	did	she	make	of	the	king	and	how	did	she	communicate	to	him	that	she	was	of	the	Jewish	race?

3.	 Why	was	Esther	positively	correct	in	stating:	“For	I	and	my	people	have	been	sold	for	destruction?”	(3:9	&	4:7)

4.	 Would	slavery	be	the	lesser	of	the	two	evils?	Why?

5.	 Following	Esther’s	assertion	that	she	and	her	people	had	been	ignominiously	sold	for	slaughter	and	annihilation,	what	
information	did	King	Xerxes	immediately	demand?

	 Whom	did	Esther	identify	as	the	archvillian?

	 How	did	the	accused	react	to	her	allegation?

	 How	did	the	king	react?

Esther	7:8-10
6.	 In	what	compromising	situation	did	Xerxes	find	the	accused	when	he	returned	from	the	palace	garden	to	the	banquet	

hall?

7.	 Using	several	translations	of	the	Bible	find	the	wording	of	the	question	the	king	asked	Haman.

	 In	view	of	the	king’s	towering	rage,	which	word,	in	your	opinion,	did	the	king	quite	likely	use?

8.	 The	eunuchs	covered	Haman’s	face.	What	did	that	signify?	(6:12;	Mark	14:65)
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9.	 What	suggestion	did	Harbona,	one	of	the	king’s	eunuchs	who	was	present	at	the	downfall	of	Queen	Vashti	(1:10),	make	
to	King	Xerxes	and	how	did	the	king	respond?

10.	 List	the	outstanding	service	Mordecai	had	rendered	to	King	Xerxes	and	therefore	deserved	to	remain	alive.	(Esther	6:2)

Esther	8:1-8
11.	 Events	multiply	rapidly,	as	recorded	in	verses	1	&	2.	Set	down	in	writing	four	events	from	these	two	verses.
	

	

	

	

12.	 The	queen	and	prime	minister	were	now	safe	from	being	persecuted.	Why	were	all	other	Jews	in	the	kingdom	still	unsafe?

13.	 Esther	pleaded	for	them	with	tears	and	in	prostration.	How	did	Xerxes	indicate	to	Esther	that	he	would	listen	to	her	plea?

14.	 What	main	point	did	she	make	in	her	request?

15.	How	did	Xerxes	respond	to	her	entreaty?

Esther	8:9-17
16.	 State	briefly	the	king’s	orders	as	worded	by	Mordecai	and	translated	into	the	language	and	script	of	all	peoples	in	the	

realm.

17.	 How	were	all	the	subjects	of	the	realm	notified	regarding	the	“amendment”	to	be	affixed	to	the	original	document?

18.	 How	did	the	Jews	in	every	province	manifest	their	elation	at	the	king’s	edict?

19.	 What	effect	did	the	edict	have	on	some	persons	who	were	not	of	Jewish	lineage?

20.	 Share	personal	or	historical	events	where	you	have	seen	God’s	hand	at	work	in	the	lives	of	His	people.
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