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Lesson 4
EsthER 3  &  4

meet the viLLain – eSther 3:1-6
With	this	chapter,	a	new	character	is	introduced:	the	villain	of	the	story,	a	
man	by	the	name	of	Haman.

It	was	four	years	after	Esther	had	been	made	queen	that	Xerxes	promoted	
Haman	to	the	highest	position	in	the	realm,	an	office	akin	to	that	of	prime	
minister	(3:1).

The	king	ordered	all	officials	in	his	service	to	acknowledge	the	preeminence	of	
Haman	by	kneeling	and	bowing	to	him.	All	did,	except	Mordecai	the	Jew	(3:2).

His	reason,	no	doubt,	went	deeper	than	the	ancient	enmity	existing	between	
Jews	and	descendants	of	Agag,	of	whom	Haman	was	one.	Mordecai,	
motivated	by	religious	principles,	refused	to	make	obeisance	to	a	man	no	
matter	how	high	his	office.

The	other	officials	in	the	royal	service	took	note	of	Mordecai’s	non-	
compliance	with	the	king’s	mandate.	Day	by	day	they	warned	him,	“You’d	
better	shape	up	and	do	what	you’re	told,	otherwise,	you	will	wind	up	in	a	bind.”

But	Mordecai	declined	to	conform.	He	probably	explained	why—in	some	such	
manner	as	this:	“I	am	a	Jew.	I	have	been	taught	and	trained	as	a	Jew.	I	must	
do	whatever	squares	with	my	teaching	and	conscience.”

So	they	gave	up	trying.	They	went	to	Haman	and	told	him	about	it.	They	
wondered	how	the	prime	minister	would	react	(3:3-4).

As	might	be	expected	from	a	man	wrapped	up	in	himself	and	jealous	of	
his	prestige,	Haman	flew	into	a	rage.	He	decided,	right	then	and	there,	to	
liquidate	not	only	this	one	obstreperous	Jew	but	all	like	him	in	the	kingdom.	
“Who	knows,”	he	may	have	queried,	“all	Jews	in	general	might	treat	me	in	a	
similarly	disparaging	fashion?”	And	that	was	something	his	pride	could	not	
take	(3:5-6).
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the date OF the maSSacre iS Set By LOt – eSther 
3:7-11
Haman	engaged	his	astrologers	and	soothsayers	in	the	
occult	art	of	determining	by	Pur,	that	is	by	lot,	the	month	
and	day	when	the	general	massacre	of	Jews	should	take	
place	(3:7).

The	marked	pebbles	or	lots	(the	plural	for	lot	is	Purim)	
indicated	that	the	month	of	Adar	(February-March)	would	
be	the	most	favorable	time	tor	such	a	plot.	Haman	wanted	
this	information	before	he	approached	the	king	with	his	
dire	proposition.	That	would	give	him	eleven	months	
leeway	in	formulating,	developing,	and	advertising	his	
nefarious	program.	Boldfaced	liar	that	he	was,	Haman	
operated	with	half-truths,	the	most	deceptive	of	all	
prevarications.	“A	lie	which	is	half	a	truth	is	the	wickedest	
lie	of	all.”	Tennyson.

True,	the	Jews	were	loath	to	become	too	closely	associated	
with	the	foreign	inhabitants	for	fear	of	losing	their	national	
characteristics	and	going	against	their	religious,	ethical,	
social,	marital,	and	dietary	regulations.	But	this	was	a	far	
cry	from	accusing	them	of	flouting	the	laws	of	the	realm	and	
seeking	to	establish	a	nation	within	a	nation.

Haman	suggested	to	the	king	it	would	be	in	the	best	
interest	of	the	conglomerate,	but	unified,	Persian	empire	
to	eradicate	dissidents	such	as	the	Jews.	The	cost	of	
doing	so	would	be	offset,	he	explained,	by	the	sale	of	
the	properties	of	the	slain,	amounting	to,	say,	370	tons	
of	silver	(GNB).	Haman	also	offered	to	make	a	sizeable	
contribution	himself	(3:8-9;	4:7).

Xerxes,	a	typical	tyrant,	was	not	unduly	disturbed	by	the	
prospect	of	a	genocide.	Human	life	is	cheap	in	the	eyes	of	
a	despot.	If	an	individual	loses	his	life,	that’s	stark	tragedy	
for	family	and	friends,	but	if	tens	of	thousands	are	killed	
in	conflict,	that’s	merely	part	of	statistics—as	a	recent	
dictator	remarked.	Human	blood	is	readily	expendable	if	it	
serves	the	purposes	of	an	autocrat	and	his	followers.

And	so	it	came	to	pass	that,	nonchalantly,	Xerxes	took	his	
signet	ring	(with	the	royal	seal	implanted	thereon)	and	gave	
it	to	Haman,	the	enemy	of	the	Jews,	saying,	“Keep	the	
money,	and	do	with	the	people	as	you	please”	(3:10-11).

the FrightFuL PrOcLamatiOn – eSther 3:12-15
Then,	on	April	17,	474	B.C.	(Concordia	Self-Study	Bible),	
the	royal	secretaries,	acquainted	with	the	many	languages	
and	dialects	of	the	Persian	subjects,	took	dictation	from	
Haman	as	to	what	they	were	to	write.	The	letters	were	
addressed	to	20	satraps,	127	governors	of	the	provinces,	
and	the	nobles	of	the	various	peoples.

The	letters	were	written	in	the	king’s	name	and	sealed	
with	the	ring	which	Xerxes	had	loaned	to	Haman.	The	
pony	express	carried	the	tidings	to	all	parts	of	the	empire.	
The	official	document	ordered	that	all	Jews	were	to	be	
“destroyed,	killed,	and	annihilated—young	and	old,	women	
and	little	children”—on	a	set	day	in	the	month	of	Adar,	
eleven	months	hence.

To	goad	the	people	into	action,	they	were	promised	
a	perquisite;	they	were	allowed	to	appropriate	the	
possessions	and	goods	of	their	victims.	The	couriers	made	
haste	to	spread	the	king’s	command.	Copies	of	the	edict	
were,	of	course,	distributed	also	in	the	citadel	of	Susa	
where	Mordecai	resided.

The	king	and	Haman	sat	down	as	partners	to	drink	a	
toast	to	the	success	of	their	venture	but	the	city	of	Susa	
was	bewildered.

“Let	no	man	live	uncurbed	by	law	nor	curbed	by	
tyranny.”	Aeschylus.

mOrdecai BeWaiLS the LOt OF JeWry – eSther 4:1-3
What	a	traumatic	experience	it	must	have	been	for	
Mordecai	and	all	Jews	when	they	learned	of	the	
contemplated	genocide!

Mordecai	was	quick	to	demonstrate	his	shock.	He	did	so	
in	a	sequential	manner.	He	tore	his	clothes	at	the	chest	
to	indicate	that	his	heart	had	been	torn	asunder;	he	put	
on	garments	of	mourning,	that	is,	coarse,	rough	coverings	
made	of	goats’	hairs;	he	sprinkled	ashes	on	his	head,	
penitently	signifying	thereby	that	his	high	hopes	for	the	
prosperity	of	Israel	had	been	reduced	to	ashes;	he	went	
forth	into	the	public	square	and	wailed	out	his	woes	in	loud	
and	bitter	cries.	But	he	did	not	attempt	to	enter	the	king’s	
gate	to	the	palace	ground,	because	anyone	clothed	in	
sackcloth	was	forbidden	to	do	so	(4:1-2).
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The	scenario	enacted	in	Susa	was	repeated	in	every	
province	of	the	land.	There	was	mourning,	fasting,	weeping,	
and	wailing,	wherever	the	edict	and	order	of	the	king	came	
(4:3).	“Fasting	usually	was	associated	with	prayer;	lying	in	
sackcloth	and	ashes,	with	repentance”	Roehrs.

eSther iS PerPLeXed By mOrdecai’S cOnduct – eS-
ther 4:4-11
The	queen	was	greatly	disturbed	when	she	learned,	
from	her	maids	and	eunuchs,	of	Mordecai’s	inexplicable	
public	behavior.

She	did	what	she	thought	might	be	the	first	step	in	
changing	the	situation.	She	sent	appropriate	clothing,	fit	
for	a	man	in	his	high	government	position	to	wear.	But	
Mordecai	sent	the	clothes	right	back—an	intimation	that	
his	doleful	deportment	was	rooted	in	a	tragedy	greater	by	
far	than	a	personal	loss	(4:4).

She	summoned	the	personal	attendant	assigned	to	her	
by	the	king—a	eunuch	so	important	he	is	mentioned	by	
name:	Hathach—and	instructed	him	to	find	out	what	was	
bothering	Mordecai	(4:5).

Hathach	obeyed	Esther’s	orders	and	contacted	Mordecai	
in	the	open	square	in	front	of	the	king’s	gate.	Mordecai	
unburdened	himself.	He	told	Hathach	everything,	even	citing	
the	amount	of	money	Haman	promised	would	flow	into	the	
royal	treasury—a	piece	of	information	available	only	to	one	
like	Mordecai	who	had	access	to	the	official	records.

Mordecai	also	supplied	Esther’s	emissary	with	a	copy	of	
the	king’s	decree	which	called	for	the	extermination	of	all	
Jews.	Impress	upon	her	that	she,	as	a	Jewish	woman,	
would	be	included	in	the	sweeping	annihilation.	Therefore,	
“urge	her	to	go	into	the	king’s	presence	to	beg	for	mercy	
and	plead	with	him	for	her	people”	(4:6-8).

That	began	the	counterplot	which	Mordecai	had	desired.

eSther’S reSPOnSe and PLan – eSther 4:12-17
When	Hathach	reported	to	Esther	to	do	what	Mordecai	
advised	her	to	do,	she	found	it	“easier	said	than	done.”	
What	did	he	know	of	court	procedure?	The	problem	was	
she	had	to	conform	to	protocol.	No	one	in	the	realm	
was	permitted	to	burst	in	upon	the	king	without	being	

summoned.	This	was	evidently	intended	to	safeguard	
the	king	against	an	intruder	with	evil	intent.	The	law	was	
inflexible	on	this	point;	it	applied	to	everyone	including	the	
queen.	However,	the	death	sentence	could	be	averted	if	
the	king,	for	whatever	whimsical	reason,	chose	to	pardon	
the	offender.	He	did	so	by	extending	his	gold	scepter	as	a	
sign	of	grace.

Esther	could	not	discern	the	reason—whether	caprice	on	
the	king’s	part	or	court	intrigue—why	she	had	not	been	
called	to	go	to	the	king	for	a	period	of	thirty	days.	At	any	
rate,	she	was	uncertain	how	favorably	he	still	regarded	
her,	and	it	was	therefore	questionable	how	prone	he’d	
be	to	listen	to	her	entreaties	(4:9-11).	So	she	regarded	
Mordecai’s	proposal	as	fraught	with	uncertainties.

The	queen’s	response	was	brought	to	her	foster-father.	
He	sent	back	this	message:	“Don’t	think	you’ll	escape-	
doomsday	by	saying	nothing,	doing	nothing,	and	risking	
nothing.	The	fact	that	you	are	queen	won’t	protect	you,	nor	
your	father’s	family,	against	the	onslaught	directed	against	
all	Jews	because	you	are	one	of	them.	If	you	don’t	act,	
deliverance	will	come	from	some	other	source,	as	God	has	
promised.	And	who	knows	but	that	you	have	come	to	royal	
position	for	such	a	time	as	this”	(4:12-14)?

Esther	was	ready	to	do,	to	dare,	and,	if	need	be,	to	die	for	
the	cause.	She	sent	word	to	Mordecai	to	gather	together	
all	the	Jews	in	Susa,	to	fast	(and,	by	implication,	to	pray)	
for	her.	She	and	her	maids	(some	of	whom	may	have	been	
Jews	secretively	selected	by	her)	would	likewise	partake	of	
neither	food	nor	drink	for	three	days.	This	was	a	risky	span	
of	time	to	fast,	particularly	as	to	fluids;	but	this	was	serious	
business,	a	matter	of	life	or	death	for	thousands	of	God’s	
chosen	people	from	whom	the	Messiah	was	to	come.

“I	will	go	to	the	king,”	she	assured	Mordecai,	“even	though	
it	is	against	the	law.	And	if	I	perish,	I	perish”	(4:16).

So	Mordecai	went	away	and	carried	out	all	of	Esther’s	
instructions	(4:15-17).
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PerSOnaL aPPLicatiOn – eSther 5 & 6

Pray the Holy Spirit to guide you into a better understanding of the Book of Esther 
and how to apply what you have learned to your everyday activities.

Esther	5:1-8

1.	 When	the	three-day	fast	was	over,	Esther	presented	herself	to	King	Xerxes.	What	measures	had	she	taken	to	make	
herself	beautiful?

2.	 How	did	the	king	assure	her	of	a	welcome?

3.	 To	what	extravagant	extent	was	the	king	willing	to	go	to	fulfill	her	request?

	 Who	would	later	make	the	same	promise	(Mark	6:23)	and	to	whom?

4.	 Was	the	king’s	promissory	statement	(5:3-6;	7:1-2)	to	be	taken;	figuratively,	literally,	hyperbolically,	or	wishfully?

5.	 Esther	felt	that	she	had	to	get	closer	to	the	king	before	she	confronted	him	with	her	petition	for	the	deliverance	of	the	
Jews.	How	did	she	stall	for	time	to	gain	twenty-four	hours	leeway?

Esther	5:9-14
6.	 Haman	was	deliriously	happy	when	Queen	Esther	invited	him	to	be	present	as	guest	of	honor	at	a	banquet	she	had	

prepared	for	him	and	the	king.	However,	on	his	way	home	his	mood	altered	from	hilarity	to	rage.	What	caused	the	
change?

7.	 Whereof	did	Haman	boast	exultingly	to	his	wife	and	friends?

8.	 Whereof	did	he	complain	most	bitterly?

9.	 What	action	did	they	recommend	in	order	for	him	to	regain	his	emotional	equilibrium	and	peace	of	mind?

10.	 What	definitive	action	did	Haman	take?
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Esther	6:1-11

11.	 “That	night	the	king	could	not	sleep.”	How	was	this	seemingly	small	fact	a	literary	and	dramatic	turning-point	in	the	story	
of	Esther?

12.	 Why	had	Haman	arrived	at	the	court	at	the	crack	of	dawn?

13.	 What	hypothetical	question	did	the	king	pose	to	Haman?

14.	 What	was	Haman’s	suggestion	and	why?

15.	 Give	the	shocking	directive	Haman	received	from	the	king.

16.	 What	humiliating	services	did	Haman	have	to	render	Mordecai?

Esther	6:12-14
17.	 When	the	parade	was	over,	the	two	men	went	their	separate	ways.	In	what	manner	was	the	behavior	of	each	different	

from	the	other?

18.	 Mordecai	was	a	rising	star	in	the	firmament	of	power-politics;	Haman,	a	falling	star.	Why	did	Haman’s	wife	and	advisors	
make	gloomy	predictions	regarding	his	future?

19.	 What	social	obligation	did	Haman	yet	have	to	discharge	in	the	evening?

20.	 List	points	you	found	in	chapters	5	&	6	that	you	think	are	relevant	in	today’s	society	and	personal	relationship.
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