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Lesson 3
EsthER 2

XerXeS regretFuLLy rememBerS vaShti – eSther 2:1
“After	these	things,”	i.e.,	after	the	deposition	of	Vashti	and	the	defeat	of	
the	Persian	fleet	at	Salamis,	Xerxes	felt	inexpressibly	lonely,	dejected,	
and	forlorn.	“He	remembered	Vashti	and	what	she	had	done	and	what	he	
had	decreed	about	her.”	He	regretted	his	impulsive	action.	If	only	he	had	
not	acted	so	precipitously	in	a	moment	of	anger,	she	would	be	here	now	to	
converse	with	him,	mayhap	counsel	and	comfort	him.

However,	the	decree	could	not	be	revoked.	It	was	written	in	the	laws	of	
Persia	and	Media,	“which	cannot	be	repealed,	that	Vashti	is	never	again	to	
enter	the	presence	of	King	Xerxes”	(1:19a).

in Search OF a neW Queen – eSther 2:2-4
The	king’s	personal	attendants	hit	upon	an	idea	which,	they	felt,	would	
indeed	lift	the	king’s	spirits	out	of	despondence	and,	incidentally,	keep	him	
from	wreaking	vengeance	upon	the	legal	experts	who	had	counselled	him	to	
get	rid	of	Vashti.

What	could	be	more	universally	arresting	and	more	intriguing	to	the	monarch	
himself	than	a	beauty	contest	of	the	highest	order?	The	brightest	and	best	of	
maidens,	perhaps	one	from	each	of	the	20	satrapies	or	one	from	each	of	the	
127	provinces—lithe	of	limb,	burnished	of	mind,	gracious	of	manner—were	
to	be	chosen	and	sent	to	the	harem	of	the	citadel	of	Susa	into	the	care	of	
the	king’s	eunuch,	Hegai.	He	was	responsible	for	scheduling	the	ablutions,	
the	beauty	treatments,	the	daily	dietary	fare	and	exercises.	“Then	let	the	girl	
who	pleases	the	king	be	queen	instead	of	Vashti.	This	advice	appealed	to	the	
king,	and	he	followed	it”	(2:4,	NIV).

mOrdecai and eSther – eSther 2:5-7
The	historic	drama	presents	a	conflict	between	two	nationalities:	Jew	and	
Gentile.	Mordecai,	plus	his	cousin	and	adopted	daughter,	Esther,	represent	
the	one	side,	whereas	Haman,	the	villain,	represents	the	other.

“The recollection of this incident will later give the sacred 
drama a surprising and wondrous twist. Remember it!”

http://www.livingwaybiblestudy.org
http://www.livingwaybiblestudy.org


© living way bible study, inc. 16not to be reproduced in any form without permission.

The Book of  Esther  Reverend Erwin  Kurth Esther  2  –  Lesson 3

Mordecai’s	identity	as	a	Jew	was	well	known	at	the	capitol	in	Susa	where	he	
was	engaged	as	a	top	official,	perhaps	as	a	scribe	or	accountant.	He	was	
free	to	move	about;	for	instance,	he	walked	outside	the	harem	in	the	palace	
compound	and	communicated	with	a	eunuch	on	the	inside	concerning	Esther’s	
well-being	(2:11),	or	he	sat	at	the	king’s	gate	without	exciting	suspicion,	and	
eavesdropped	on	the	private	conversation	of	two	would-be	assassins	(2:21).

His	identity	as	a	Jew	was	an	open	secret,	but	not	so	in	the	case	of	Esther,	his	
ward.	Twice	he	forbade	her	to	reveal	her	racial	identity	(2:10,	20).

Mordecai	could	boast	of	his	ancestry.	He	was	a	Benjaminite	of	the	lineage	of	
King	Saul.	His	great-grandfather	Kish	had	been	carried	away	into	exile	from	
Jerusalem	by	Nebuchadnezzar.

Mordecai’s	orphaned	cousin	was	the	daughter	of	his	deceased	uncle	and	aunt.	
Her	Hebrew	name	was	Hadassah	(Myrtle),	but,	among	the	Persians,	she	was	
known	as	Esther	(star).	The	Greek	designation	for	the	planet	Venus	was	Aster.

Esther	was	lovely	of	form	and	figure	and	features;	obedient	to	her	foster-father	
Mordecai	who,	she	knew,	had	her	best	interests	at	heart.	On	her	part,	she	was	
willing,	if	need	be,	to	sacrifice	herself	for	the	sake	of	her	nation.

eLegant girLS are BrOught tO the rOyaL harem – eSther 2:8-11
The	king’s	decree	to	conscript	beauties	had	been	circulated,	with	the	result	that	
many	girls	were	brought	to	the	citadel	of	Susa	and	assigned	to	the	care	of	the	
chief	eunuch	Hegai.	Esther	was	among	them.

The	director	of	the	harem	was	ecstatic	over	the	radiance	and	modesty	of	one	
girl	in	particular:	Esther.	He	immediately	ordered	that	she	receive	beauty	
treatments	and	that	she	eat	specially	prepared	food.	Patently,	she	did	not	insist	
on	a	kosher	diet.	To	do	so	would	have	disclosed	her	nationality.	Mordecai	had	
warned	her	twice	not	to	reveal	her	nationality	in	order	to	safeguard	her	against	
the	fangs	of	racism.

Moreover,	the	chief	eunuch	had	seven	maids	attend	to	her	every	wish	and	to	
keep	her	company.	These	eight	were	assigned	to	the	best	apartment	of	the	
harem.

Mordecai	made	a	practice	of	walking	every	day	near	the	courtyard	of	the	harem	
to	find	out	how	Esther	was	getting	along.	No	one	stopped	him	or	ordered	him	
away,	for,	after	all,	he	was	a	prominent	official	in	the	Persian	government.

a LOng, draWn-Out rOutine – eSther 2:12-14
In	order	to	prepare	a	girl	for	spending	her	first	and	possibly	her	last	night	
with	the	king,	she	had	to	undergo	a	twelve	month	period	of	preparation.	She	
was	massaged	for	six	months	with	oil	of	myrrh	to	render	her	muscles	supple.	
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During	the	next	half-year,	various	kinds	of	perfumes	
and	cosmetics	were	tried	to	obtain	the	best	possible	
combination	and	hoped-for	exotic	effect.

eSther rePLaceS vaShti aS Queen – eSther 2:15-18
Before	going	to	the	king	for	the	night,	a	maiden	was	
allowed	to	ask	for	any	additional	ornament	wherewith	to	
give	a	final	touch	to	her	fetching	appearance.	However,	
when	Esther’s	turn	came,	she	asked	for	nothing	extra.	She	
was	willing	to	trust	Hegai’s	judgment.	All	the	others	in	the	
harem	agreed	that	she	was	flawlessly	attired.

King	Xerxes	fell	in	love	with	Esther	at	first	sight.	He	
made	her	his	queen.	“And	the	king	gave	a	great	banquet,	
Esther’s	banquet,	for	all	his	nobles	and	officials.”	And	he	
demonstrated	his	joy	by	declaring	a	national	holiday	and	
distributing	gifts	with	regal	abandon.	The	date	when	this	
occurred	is	recorded	in	2:16,	somewhere	near	478	B.C.

“Esther	became	queen	four	years	after	Vashti’s	rejection	
(1:19)	and	one	year	after	Xerxes’	defeat	at	Salamis	in	480	
B.C.”	(Walter	R.	Roehrs).

mOrdecai rePOrtS an aSSaSSinatiOn PLOt – eSther 
2:19-23
As	previously	noted,	Esther	strictly	obeyed	Mordecai’s	
instruction	to	keep	her	Jewish	roots	a	secret.	Not	even	her	
royal	spouse,	King	Xerxes,	knew	she	was	a	Hebrew.

It	happened	one	day	that,	as	Mordecai	sat	at	the	king’s	
gate,	he	overheard	two	of	the	king’s	officers,	guardians	of	
the	doorway,	plotting	to	assassinate	Xerxes.	He	dutifully	
reported	the	conspiracy	to	Queen	Esther	who,	in	turn,	
relayed	it	to	her	royal	spouse,	at	the	same	time	mentioning	
the	names	of	the	two	conspirators.	She	casually	added	
that	she	got	the	information	from	one	of	the	civil	service	
officers,	a	man	by	the	name	of	Mordecai.

The	king	ordered	the	report	investigated	and,	sure	enough,	
it	was	found	to	be	true.	Subsequently,	the	two	men	were	
hanged	by	the	neck	until	dead.

All	this	was	recorded	in	the	official	registry.	The	name	of	
Mordecai	was	listed	as	the	man	who	uncovered	the	plot	and	
patriotically	transmitted	it	through	the	queen	to	the	king.

Note:	The	recollection	of	this	incident	will	later	give	the	
sacred	drama	a	surprising	and	wondrous	twist.	Remember	it!
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PerSOnaL aPPLicatiOn – eSther 3 & 4

Enlighten our minds by Your Spirit O God, that we may be led into all 
truth through Your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Esther	3:1-6

1.	 Whom	did	King	Xerxes	promote	to	the	highest	office	in	the	land?

2.	 How	did	all	the	royal	officials	acknowledge	his	preeminence	and	by	whose	order?

3.	 Who	was	the	only	royal	officer	who	refused	to	kneel	down	before	the	prime	minister?

4.	 How	did	the	other	royal	officers	try	to	persuade	him	to	comply	with	what	they	were	doing?

5.	 Why	did	they	notify	Haman	of	the	nonconformity	of	this	individual?

6.	 Give	Haman’s	reaction	when	Mordecai	would	not	kneel	down	or	pay	him	honor.

7.	 How	did	Haman	plan	to	avenge	his	hurt	feelings?

Esther	3:7-11
8.	 The	Jews	today	observe	an	early	spring	festival	called	the	Feast	of	Lots	(or	Purim,	plural	for	lots).	Whence	was	the	

name	derived?

9.	 How	did	Haman	seek	to	get	Xerxes’	consent	for	a	general	destruction	of	Jews	throughout	the	empire?

10.	 In	what	manner	did	Xerxes	respond	to	Haman’s	request?

Esther	3:12-15
11.	 How	were	the	subjects	of	the	realm	notified	concerning	the	designated	annihilation	date?

12.	 In	what	fashion	did	Xerxes	and	Haman	display	their	absolute	callousness	towards	the	tragedy	facing	the	Jews?
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Esther	4:1-3

13.	 How	did	Mordecai	exhibit	his	revulsion	against	the	doleful	pronunciation?

14.	 In	what	manner	did	the	Jews	in	the	provinces	react?

Esther	4:4-11
15.	 Queen	Esther	was	greatly	distressed	when	she	learned	of	Mordecai’s	strange	public	behavior.	Whom	did	she	delegate	

to	find	out	what	was	troubling	Mordecai?

16.	 What	information	did	Mordecai	impart	to	Esther’s	emissary?

17.	 Mordecai	had	devised	a	plan	for	the	deliverance	of	the	Jews.	What	was	that	plan?

18.	 In	reply	to	his	suggested	strategy,	what	difficulties	did	Esther	envision	and	recount?

Esther	4:12-17
19.	 List	the	points	of	Mordecai’s	response.

	 a.	Which	point	reflects	Mordecai’s	knowledge	and	faith	in	God’s	promise	to	His	people?

	 b.	Which	point	is	often	used	to	summarize	Esther’s	mission?

20.	 Esther	rose	to	the	occasion.	What	heroic	rejoinder	did	she	send	back	to	Mordecai?

21.	 How	did	Mordecai	respond	to	Esther’s	reply?


	How did all the royal officials acknowledge his preeminence and by whose order: 
	Who was the only royal officer who refused to kneel down before the prime minister: 
	How did the other royal officers try to persuade him to comply with what they were doing: 
	Why did they notify Haman of the nonconformity of this individual: 
	Give Hamans reaction when Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honor: 
	How did Haman plan to avenge his hurt feelings: 
	Esther 3711: 
	How did Haman seek to get Xerxes consent for a general destruction of Jews throughout the empire: 
	10  In what manner did Xerxes respond to Hamans request: 
	Esther 31215: 
	12  In what fashion did Xerxes and Haman display their absolute callousness towards the tragedy facing the Jews: 
	0: 
	1: 

	14  In what manner did the Jews in the provinces react: 
	Esther 4411: 
	16  What information did Mordecai impart to Esthers emissary: 
	17  Mordecai had devised a plan for the deliverance of the Jews What was that plan: 
	18  In reply to his suggested strategy what difficulties did Esther envision and recount: 
	Esther 41217: 
	a Which point reflects Mordecais knowledge and faith in Gods promise to His people: 
	b Which point is often used to summarize Esthers mission: 
	20  Esther rose to the occasion What heroic rejoinder did she send back to Mordecai: 
	21  How did Mordecai respond to Esthers reply: 
	0: 
	1: 



