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ScheduLe OF aPPrOXimate dateS and eventS
486	B.C.	 Xerxes,	son	of	Darius,	occupied	the	Persian	throne	and	

reigned	from	486-465	B.C.

484	B.C.	 Xerxes	arranged	to	meet	with	officials,	nobles,	and	office-
holders	of	the	realm.	They	arrived	in	groups,	one	after	
another,	during	a	180-day	period.	The	purpose	was	manifold;	
presumably

•	 to	impress	upon	them	the	vast	wealth	of	the	kingdom	and	
the	splendiferous	efficiency	of	his	rulership;

•	 to	hear	reports	on	the	current	state	of	affairs	in	each	of	the	
127	provinces,	to	take	counsel	and	to	suggest	appropriate	
action,	particularly	against	those	thought	to	have	criticized	
the	State;

•	 for	the	king	to	manifest	sumptuous	hospitality	to	his	
subordinates	and	to	arouse	within	their	unconscious	a	
sense	of	dependence	on	His	Royal	Highness	for	further	
favors;	and	finally,

•	 to	make	plans	for	the	future,	including	an	attack	on	
Greece.	(A	quote	from	the	Concordia	Self-Study	Bible:	
“The	gathering	may	have	been	to	plan	for	the	disastrous	
campaigns	of	482-479.”).

482	B.C.	 Queen	Vashti	was	deposed	because	of	her	insubordination	to	
her	royal	spouse.

480	B.C.	 Xerxes	lost	the	naval	battle	at	Salamis	and	the	Persians	
withdrew	from	Greece.

478	B.C.	 Esther	became	queen	and	replaced	Vashti	(2:16-17).

BackgrOund inFOrmatiOn and SurmiSeS
Xerxes	ruled	over	a	vast	empire,	extending	all	the	way	from	the	western	
part	of	India	to	the	Mediterranean	Sea	(including	Palestine,	of	course)	and	
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southward	to	Egypt	and	Ethiopia	(1:1).

His	father,	Darius,	had	worked	out	an	efficient	system	of	
managing	a	vast	domain	such	as	Persia.	Not	only	did	his	
son	Xerxes	adopt	the	system,	but	so	did	Alexander	the	
Great	after	he	had	vanquished	the	Persians.

The	system	was	basically	this:	The	empire	was	divided	
into	127	geographical	provinces,	with	a	governor	over	
each.	Contiguous	provinces	were	united	into	dominions,	
called	satrapies,	over	which	twenty	satraps	exercised	
rule.	The	chain	of	command	ran	from	the	king	to	each	
satrap	and	on	to	each	governor	down	to	the	slave	
populace.	The	report	system	followed	the	same	route	
except	in	reverse,	from	the	governor	to	the	respective	
satrap	and	on	to	the	king.

Matters	that	needed	attention	or	adjustment	could	thus	
be	readily	handled,	such	as,	replacing	an	inept,	corrupt,	
or	deceased	governor;	gathering	in	full	quota	of	taxes;	
conscripting	men	for	the	army	and	navy;	allaying	tensions	
and	squelching	uprisings;	maintaining	law	and	order	
according	to	the	tyrant’s	concept	of	“justice”;	and	annexing	
foreign	territories	to	the	empire.	Xerxes	had	his	sight	set	
on	Greece.

Those	in	power	were	chiefly	concerned	with	perpetuating	
themselves	in	office	and,	to	that	end,	followed	the	
notorious	dictum,	“The	public	be	damned.”	That’s	the	
way	with	tyrants	and	their	ilk.	The	sad	part	is,	there	is	no	
mechanism	to	vote	them	out	of	office.

In	“the	ancient	world…we	find	the	same	conditions:	a	despot	
enthroned,	whose	whims	and	passions	are	the	determining	
factor	in	the	state,	a	wretched	populace;	a	great	priestly	
organization	to	which	is	handed	over	the	domain	of	the	
intellect.”	–	Edith	Hamilton	in	The Greek Way.

PLenty OF FeaSting – eSther 1:1-9
Two	things	loomed	large	in	the	mind	of	Xerxes;	to	tighten	
his	hold	on	the	empire	and	to	enlarge	its	borders	by	
annexing	Greece.	Accordingly,	in	the	third	year	of	his	
reign,	he	had	the	“top	brass”	meet	with	him	in	sections,	
one	after	the	other,	during	a	six-month	period	in	order	to	
crystallize	plans.

It	was	unthinkable	for	the	satraps,	governors,	military	
leaders,	princes,	and	nobles	to	be	absent	from	their	posts	
of	duty	for	180	days	hand-running.	Therefore	it	must	be	
assumed	they	arrived	consecutively	in	groups.

After	that,	Xerxes	thought	it	well	to	express	his	
appreciation	to	the	men	of	Susa,	rich	and	poor	alike,	who	
had	served	the	VIP’s	so	efficiently	and	satisfactorily.	He	
gave	them	an	extended	banquet.

The	distribution	of	food	and	drink	must	have	been	an	
all-day	operation	to	satisfy	so	many	guests.	No	limit	was	
placed	on	the	number	of	drinks	an	individual	wished	to	
imbibe.	The	festivities	were	held	in	the	King’s	park	where	
a	great	tent	had	been	erected.	Gorgeous	hangings	were	
suspended	from	silver	rings	attached	to	marble	pillars.	
Couches	of	gold	and	silver	stood	on	purple	colored	tiles.	
Jewels	were	copiously	displayed.	The	golden	wine-
goblets	were	handmade,	each	different	from	the	other	and	
therefore	quite	expensive.	What	an	extravagant	exhibition	
of	Oriental	opulence,	power,	and	grandeur.

Queen	Vashti	also	gave	a	banquet	for	the	women	in	the	
royal	palace	of	King	Xerxes	(1:9).	Feasts	are	prominently	
featured	in	the	Book	of	Esther.	We	assume	Xerxes	must	
have	provided	the	many	banquets	for	the	various	groups	
which	visited	him	during	a	six-month	period.	We	learned	
of	the	outdoor	barbecue	he	furnished,	lasting	seven	days	
(1:5).	Later	on,	we	shall	hear	of	the	two	private	dinners	
Esther	arranged	for	Xerxes	and	Haman	(5:1-8,	7:1).	
Finally,	in	chapters	8-10,	the	Feasts	of	Purim	are	recorded.

Queen vaShti inFuriateS king XerXeS – eSther 1:10-12
On	the	final	day	of	the	week-long	festivities,	“when	King	
Xerxes	was	in	high	spirits	from	wine,”	he	issued	an	order	
through	his	seven	eunuchs	that	Queen	Vashti	appear	at	
the	stag	party	so	that	he	could	show	off	her	beauty.	With	
consideration	for	her	royal	standing,	she	was	not	expected	
to	perform,	but	she	was	bade	to	appear,	wearing	her	royal	
robes	and	crown	and	with	her	face	unveiled.	What	elegant	
beauty	to	behold!	Xerxes	figured	his	heart	would	proudly	
beat	like	a	triphammer	against	his	chest	wall.

But	Vashti	deemed	the	request	unbecoming	to	her	high	
position	as	queen.	She	regarded	it	as	an	effrontery	to	her	
womanhood.	She	adamantly	refused	to	come.	The	king	
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waxed	furious.

the rOyaL huSBand SeekS cOunSeL – eSther 1:13-15
In	a	so-called	“man’s	world,”	insubordination	on	the	part	
of	a	woman	must	definitely	be	dealt	with,	especially	when	
the	act	of	defiance	involves	a	prominent	personage	and	is	
witnessed	by	many.

Xerxes	took	action.	He	rounded	up	experts	in	the	area	of	
law	and	order,	customs	and	traditions.	It	was	a	formidable	
group,	tried	and	tested	on	previous	occasions,	advisers	
close	to	the	king	and	trusted	by	him.	He	wanted	to	know,	
“What	shall	we	do	concerning	Queen	Vashti?	What	is	your	
legal	advice?”

Memucan	spoke	for	the	committee	(1:16-20),	saying	in	
effect:

“Queen	Vashti	is	guilty	of	three	wrongs.

1. She	brazenly	insulted	not	only	the	king	and	his	officials	but	every	man	in	the	realm.

2. She	set	a	bad	example	for	women	to	follow,	especially	the	sharp-witted	wives	of	the	nobility.

3. She	stirred	up	potential	trouble	in	every	household	of	the	land.

If	Vashti	gets	away	with	dishonoring	her	husband,	won’t	
every	woman	cast	aspersions	upon	the	masculinity	of	her	
mate	and	won’t	there	be	spawned	repeated	vendettas	
between	husbands	and	wives?”

“Our	committee	recommends	that	Your	Majesty	issue	
an	irrevocable	decree	that	Vashti	be	deposed	tor	
insubordination,	that	she	come	no	more	before	the	king,	
and	that	her	throne	be	declared	vacant	until	a	worthier	
woman	than	she	be	found.”

the reactiOn tO the cOmmittee’S rePOrt – eSther 
1:21-22
The	king	and	his	nobles	were	pleased	with	the	advice	
given	(1:21).	They	believed	such	a	proclamation,	written	
in	plain	language	and	in	each	subject’s	mother	tongue,	
would	have	a	salutary	effect	upon	the	people,	setting	

them	straight,	once	and	for	all,	as	to	who	is	the	lord	of	a	
household.

vaShti in Later yearS
Whatever	incipient	feminist	movement	there	was	in	
Vashti’s	action,	it	was	stopped	in	its	track.	Later,	however,	
she	regained	power	and	influence.	About	the	time	of	
her	removal,	being	great	with	child	by	Xerxes,	she	gave	
birth	to	Artaxerxes	who	eventually	became	his	father’s	
successor.	She	“was	able	to	reassert	her	power	and	to	
exercise	a	controlling	influence	over	her	son”	(Concordia	
Self-Study	Bible).

headShiP, nOt LOrdShiP
Every	organization	has	a	head:	e.g.,	president	of	a	country	
or	corporation,	director	of	a	campaign,	chieftain	of	a	clan	
or	tribe,	principal	of	a	school,	and	father	of	a	family.

“So	far	as	Christian	households	are	concerned,	the	
position	of	the	husband	over	against	his	wife	is	not	one	
of	absolute	authority,	but	of	headship,	with	the	example	
of	Christ	held	before	all	spouses	at	all	times”	-	Paul	E.	
Kretzmann.	(Ephesians	5:21-33;	Colossians	3:18-21;	
1	Timothy	2:11-15).

The	husband	is	not	to	lord	it	over	his	wife	and	treat	her	
like	a	sister	to	her	own	children,	as	some	of	the	ancient	
Greeks	did.	Nor	should	he	overemphasize	the	first	words	
of	the	Latin	saying:	“Primus”	(First),	but	ponder	faithfully	
the	next	two	words,	“-inter	pares”	(among	equals).

“Husbands,	love	your!”	wives,	even	as	Christ	also	loved	
the	church,	and	gave	himself	for	it…	So	ought	men	to	love	
their	wives	as	their	own	bodies.	He	that	loveth	his	wife	
loveth	himself.	For	no	man	ever	yet	hated	his	own	flesh;	
but	nourisheth	and	cherisheth	it,	even	as	the	Lord	the	
church”	(Ephesians	5:25,	28,	29,	KJV).

Not	lordship	but	headship.
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PerSOnaL aPPLicatiOn – eSther 2

Ask the Holy Spirit to guide you as you examine the lives of the people 
in the Book of Esther and to guide you in your daily walk.

Esther	2:1-4
1.	 Four	years	after	Vashti	had	been	deposed	and	a	year	after	the	Persian	fleet	had	been	defeated	at	Salamis,	Xerxes	was	

in	a	particularly	doleful	mood.	On	what	previous	happening	did	his	mind	dwell?

2.	 What	proposal	did	his	personal	attendants	make	to	help	him	snap	out	of	his	melancholic	state?

3.	 How	was	the	beauty	contest	carried	out?

4.	 Who	would	choose	the	replacement	for	Vashti?

5.	 How	did	Xerxes	react	to	the	proposal	of	his	advisors?

Esther	2:5-11
6.	 In	the	next	three	verses	two	new	characters	are	introduced.	Give	their	names	and	list	something	you	learn	about	them.

7.	 Under	whose	care	were	the	young	and	exquisite	virgins	placed	when	they	arrived	at	the	king’s	palace	in	Susa?

8.	 How	did	the	eunuch	in	charge	ot	the	virgins	show	special	favors	to	Esther?

9.	Why	had	Esther	not	revealed	her	nationality	to	anyone?

10.	 How	did	Esther’s	foster-father	check	each	day	on	her	well-being	and	what	was	happening	to	her?

Esther	2:12-18
11.	 How	was	a	maiden	beautified,	over	a	twelve-month	period,	before	being	presented	to	His	Royal	Highness?
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12.	 In	the	evening	the	virgin	left	from	the	hall	for	her	rendezvous	with	the	king.	In	the	morning,	however,	to	which	part	of	the	
harem	was	she	directed	to	go	and	why?

13.	 Why	wasn’t	it	necessary	for	Esther,	before	going	to	the	king,	to	ask	for	additional	adornment	to	her	attire	and	make-up?

14.	 Why	did	King	Xerxes	choose	Esther	above	the	other	virgins	to	succeed	Vashti	as	queen?

15.	 As	the	drama	unfolds,	how	do	you	see	God	working	in	the	lives	of	these	people?

16.	 How	did	Xerxes	celebrate	the	occasion?

Esther	2:19-23
17.	 The	harem	of	virgins,	whose	companionship	Esther	had	enjoyed	for	one	entire	year,	were	gathered	together	for	a	

second	time.	All	that	time	Esther	had	kept	her	nationality	a	secret	from	everybody.	Why?

18.	 While	Mordecai	sat	at	the	king’s	gate	he	observed	and	recognized	two	men	who	were	government	employees.	He	
overhead	them	plotting	the	assassination	of	the	king.

	 To	whom	did	Mordecai	relay	this	information	and	how	did	it	reach	the	ears	of	the	king?

	 What	happened	to	the	two	conspirators?

	 Who	got	the	credit	for	disclosing	the	plot?

	 How	was	the	incident	recorded?

19.	 Compare	the	human	behavior	and	incidents	in	this	chapter	to	modern-day	behavior	and	happenings.	List	similarities	
and	differences.

	 Similarities:

	 Differences:


	What proposal did his personal attendants make to help him snap out of his melancholic state: 
	How was the beauty contest carried out: 
	Who would choose the replacement for Vashti: 
	How did Xerxes react to the proposal of his advisors: 
	Esther 2511: 
	Under whose care were the young and exquisite virgins placed when they arrived at the kings palace in Susa: 
	How did the eunuch in charge ot the virgins show special favors to Esther: 
	9 Why had Esther not revealed her nationality to anyone: 
	10  How did Esthers fosterfather check each day on her wellbeing and what was happening to her: 
	Esther 21218: 
	0: 
	1: 

	13  Why wasnt it necessary for Esther before going to the king to ask for additional adornment to her attire and makeup: 
	14  Why did King Xerxes choose Esther above the other virgins to succeed Vashti as queen: 
	15  As the drama unfolds how do you see God working in the lives of these people: 
	16  How did Xerxes celebrate the occasion: 
	Esther 21923: 
	18  While Mordecai sat at the kings gate he observed and recognized two men who were government employees He: 
	What happened to the two conspirators: 
	Who got the credit for disclosing the plot: 
	How was the incident recorded: 
	19  Compare the human behavior and incidents in this chapter to modernday behavior and happenings List similarities: 
	Differences: 
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