
The Book of Esther 
REvEREnd ERwin KuRth 

© living way bible study, inc. 5not to be reproduced in any form without permission.

“Queen Esther was an instrument in the hand of God to save 
the remnant of Israel, the tribe of Judah, from extermination. ”
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Two	books	of	the	Bible	have	women’s	names:	Ruth	and	Esther.	Though	
the	word	“God”	does	not	appear	even	once	in	the	book	of	Esther,	yet	His	
overruling	providence	is	so	manifestly	present	that	we	might	title	the	book:	
“The	Workings	of	Providence.”	The	book	of	Esther	also	offers	an	historical	
account	of	the	origin	of	the	Feast	of	Purim,	observed	by	universal	Jewry	to	
this	day.

FOur imPOrtant PeOPLe FOund in thiS BOOk
Ahasuerus	 (Hebrew	form	of	the	name,	Xerxes).	He	was	king	over	the	127	

provinces	of	the	Persian	Empire,	486-465	B.C.

Esther	 Incognito	Jewish	maiden	who	became	queen	and	consort	of	
Xerxes,	eventually	delivering	her	people	from	annihilation.

Mordecai	 Cousin	and	foster-father	of	Esther.	At	his	direction	Esther,	
his	ward,	risked	her	life	by	asking	her	royal	spouse	to	give	
the	Jews	a	fighting	chance.	On	the	day	set	for	the	holocaust	
she	pleaded	for	the	king	to	save	their	lives,	families	and	
possessions.

Haman	 Chief	executive	of	the	king;	envious,	prideful,	and	villainous.	
He	concocted	a	plan	to	liquidate	not	only	the	one	Jew	he	
hated	most	(Mordecai),	but	as	many	throughout	the	land	as	
possible.

Four	Persian	kings	and	their	beneficent	activities	in	behalf	of	Israel	are	
recorded	in	the	Bible.

Cyrus	 Founder	and	first	king	of	the	Persian	empire.	Cyrus	was	
a	humane	ruler	who	permitted	captives	to	return	to	their	
respective	homeland.	Moreover,	he	encouraged	the	Hebrews	
to	construct	a	temple	(later	called	Zerubbabel’s	temple)	on	the	
site	where	once	stood	the	temple	of	Solomon.	He	did	more;	he	
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returned	the	temple	treasures	and	precious	
articles	which	Nebuchadnezzar	had	carted	
away	seventy	years	earlier	and	laid	it	on	
the	conscience	of	the	general	public	to	
contribute	to	the	support	and	welfare	of	the	
emigrants,	(Ezra	1:1-10).

Darius	 When	the	legal	right	to	build	the	temple	
was	challenged	by	neighboring	enemies,	
the	Jews	appealed	to	Darius	to	correct	
the	situation.	Darius	had	researchers	go	
through	the	archives	until,	at	last,	they	
located	a	copy	of	the	original	permit	
granted	by	Cyrus.	Thereupon,	Darius	
issued	a	decree	that	no	further	hindrances	
dared	be	put	in	the	way	of	building	the	
temple—on	pain	of	death	(Ezra	5:6	-	6:12).

Ahasuerus	 He	is	briefly	mentioned	in	Ezra	4:6	and,	of	
course,	quite	fully	in	the	Book	of	Esther.	
He	chose	Esther	to	replace	Vashti	as	his	
queen.	He	succeeded	his	father	Darius	and	
“ruled	over	127	provinces	stretching	from	
India	to	Cush”	(Ethiopia)	(Esther	1:1).

Artaxerxes Son	and	successor	of	Xerxes.	He	allowed	
Ezra	to	go	to	Jerusalem	to	inaugurate	
reforms	among	the	people	of	Judah	and	
Benjamin	(Ezra	7-10).	Twelve	years	later,	
he	granted	his	cupbearer	Nehemiah	
two	leaves	of	absence;	one,	to	rebuild	
the	walls	of	Jerusalem	and	two,	to	
reestablish	conformity	to	the	Law	of	Moses	
as	transmitted	by	the	Sovereign	Lord	
(Nehemiah	2:1ff).

Note:	We	have	learned	of	the	activities	of	Cyrus,	Darius,	
and	Artaxerxes	in	behalf	of	the	Jewish	people.	However,	
we	scarcely	learned	anything	(except	for	Ezra	4:6)	about	
Xerxes	or	Ahasuerus.	We	shall	soon	learn	a	good	deal	
more	about	him	as	we	study	the	Book	of	Esther,	for	he	
was	her	royal	spouse.	Before	proceeding,	however,	let	us	
delve	a	bit	into	secular	history.

a gLimPSe OF SecuLar hiStOry
The	Persian	empire	was	a	vast	domain	of	land,	extending	all	
the	way	from	the	Indus	River	westward	to	the	Mediterranean	
Sea.	It	included	Palestine	and	then	South	to	the	Northeast	
portion	of	Africa.	One	would	fancy	that	such	a	gargantuan	
expanse	of	territory	would	satisfy	the	desires	of	any	ruler.	
But	not	so!	Darius	had	his	sight	set	on	a	portion	of	Europe	
beginning	with	Greece.

A	Persian	army	was	dispatched	to	Greece	and	eventually	
encamped	on	the	plain	of	Marathon,	twenty	miles	from	
Athens.	The	Athenian	army	of	10,000	men	plus	1,000	
warriors	from	Plataea	was	greatly	outnumbered,	but	
Miltiades	employed	a	clever	strategy	and	routed	the	
Persian	army.	This	occurred	in	490	B.C.	The	strategy	
was	for	the	central	section	of	the	Greek	army	to	feign	a	
retreat,	while	the	two	massive	flanks	encircled	them	in	a	
pincers	movement.

Note:	A	runner	from	Marathon	brought	the	news	of	victory	to	
Athens.	What	a	fast	race	he	ran.	Part	of	the	Olympiad	today	
is	the	so-called	marathon	race,	first	included	in	the	Olympic	
games	at	Athens	in	1896	and	standardized	in	1906	at	26	
miles,	385	yards.

Ten	years	later,	Xerxes	sought	to	subjugate	Greece	and	
specifically	to	punish	Athens	for	the	humiliation	at	Marathon.	
However,	Themistocles	had	persuaded	the	Athenians	to	
build	a	formidable	navy	which,	if	successful	in	destroying	
the	Persian	cargo	fleet	that	carried	warriors	to	operate	on	
land,	would	leave	the	foot-soldiers	stranded	and	without	
replenishment	of	supplies.

Xerxes	reached	Greece	with	a	gargantuan	army	and	navy.	
The	land	force	was	temporarily	halted	by	300	Spartans	at	
the	narrow	pass	of	Thermopylae,	but	the	Persians	moved	
on	to	pillage	Athens.	However,	in	the	straits	off	the	Island	of	
Salamis,	not	far	from	Athens,	the	Greek	navy	with	its	short,	
maneuverable	vessels	readily	rammed	the	Persian	ships	
and	drove	them	away.	Xerxes	had	to	beat	a	retreat	to	his	
citadel	of	Susa.	Thus	the	threat	of	tyranny	over	an	incipient	
democracy,	fostered	by	Greece,	was	thwarted.	This	event	in	
480	B.C.	turned	the	tide	of	history	in	favor	of	human	dignity	
and	rights.	Strangely	enough,	the	time	came	when	the	
Greeks	reversed	the	process.	Under	Alexander	the	Great,	
they	vanquished	the	Persians.	That	was	in	328	B.C.
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time SLOt FOr the StOry OF eSther
515	B.C.	 completion	of	the	Temple	under	Zerubbabel.

490	B.C.	 defeat	of	the	Persian	army	by	the	Greeks	on	the	plain	of	Marathon.	Darius	was	the	Persian	King	at	the	
time	(521-486	B.C.).

480	B.C.	 defeat	of	the	Persian	navy	by	the	Greeks	off	the	Island	of	Salamis.	Xerxes	was	the	king	at	the	time	(486-
465	B.C.).	He	made	the	Jewish	maiden	Esther	his	queen	and	consort.

458	B.C.	 which	was	57	years	after	the	completion	of	“Zerubbabel’s	Temple.”	Artaxeres,	son	of	Xerxes,	was	the	
Persian	monarch	(465-	424	B.C.).	Ezra	and	Nehemiah	were	the	recipients	of	his	royal	favors	(See	Ezra,	
chapter	7-10	and	continuing	in	the	Book	of	Nehemiah).

The	story	of	Esther	took	place	between	the	return	of	
Xerxes	after	his	defeat	at	Salamis	and	his	assassination	
by	the	captain	of	his	bodyguard.	He	was	succeeded	by	his	
son,	Artaxerxes.

eSther’S rOLe
Queen	Esther	was	an	instrument	in	the	hand	of	God	
to	save	the	remnant	of	Israel,	the	tribe	of	Judah,	from	
extermination.	The	Messiah	was	foreordained	to	come	
from	the	tribe	of	Judah	which	was	scattered	throughout	the	
Persian	empire.

The	prophecy	clearly	stated:	“The	sceptre	shall	not	depart	
from	Judah,	nor	a	lawgiver	from	between	his	feet,	until	
Shiloh	come;	and	unto	him	shall	the	gathering	of	the	
people	be”	(Genesis	49:10).	“For	it	is	evident	that	our	Lord	
sprang	out	of	Judah”	(Hebrews	7:14a).	“Salvation	is	of	the	
Jews”	(John	4:22b).	“Behold,	the	Lion	of	the	tribe	of	Judah,	

the	Root	of	David,	hath	prevailed…”	(Revelation	5:5,	KJV).

Haman	was	determined	to	wipe	out	the	Jews	in	the	127	
provinces	of	the	Persian	empire.	If	successful,	he	would	
have	frustrated	God’s	redemptive	purposes.	This	did	not	
dare	happen.	Haman	had	to	be	foiled	in	his	wicked	plan.	
Esther	was	chosen	to	do	just	that.

That’s	the	reason	why	the	Book	of	Esther	is	included	in	
the	Old	Testament	canon	(the	list	of	books	of	the	Bible	
officially	accepted	by	the	church	as	genuine).

The	Book	also	renders	an	account	of	the	origin	of	Purim,	
Feast	of	Lots,	celebrated	by	international	Jewry	to	this	
day.	It	commemorates	the	deliverance	of	the	Jews	by	
Esther	from	a	general	massacre	plotted	by	Haman	(Esther	
9:22).

Haman had to be foiled in his wicked plan. 
Esther was chosen to do just that.
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PerSOnaL aPPLicatiOn – eSther 1:1-22

Pray for the guidance of the Holy Spirit as you prepare to read the first chapter of the Book of Esther. 
Contemplate its content, reflect on the questions and supply the answers in the spaces provided below.

Esther	1:1-9

1.	 The	Hebrew	form	of	the	name	Xerxes	appears	in	the	first	verse	of	Esther	and	in	Ezra	4:6.	What	was	that	name?

2.	 Describe	the	extent	of	the	Persian	empire	and	give	the	number	of	provinces	or	states	over	which	Xerxes	ruled?

3.	 Of	the	four	capitals	of	the	Persian	empire,	which	one	is	mentioned	in	chapter	one?

4.	 In	the	third	year	of	his	reign,	Xerxes	arranged	for	the	governors	(regional	directors),	military	men,	and	other	officials	
and	nobles	to	meet	with	him	in	consecutive	groups	during	a	180-day	period.	Give	several	reasons	why	you	think	he	
might	wish	to	confer	with	them.

5.	 After	the	six	months	period	of	business	meetings	was	over,	Xerxes	thought	it	well	to	express	his	appreciation	to	the	
men	of	Susa,	rich	and	poor	alike.	He	gave	them	an	extended	banquet.	List	the	factors	which	were	unusual	or	distinctive	
to	this	event.

6.	 Lest	the	women	be	overlooked,	who	provided	a	banquet	for	them?

Esther	1:10-12
7.	 What	unbecoming	request	did	Xerxes	make	of	his	Oriental	queen	on	the	seventh	day	of	dining	and	wining?

	 Why	did	the	king	make	this	request?

8.	 What	was	the	king’s	reaction	to	Vashti’s	response?

Esther	1:13-22
9.	 Whom	did	the	king	consult	concerning	Vashti’s	rejection	of	his	mandate?

10.	 What	question	did	the	king	place	before	his	committee	of	seven	experts?
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11.	 The	committee	considered	the	king’s	question	and	delivered	its	reply	through	its	chairman,	Memucan.	Of	what	was	
Vashti	declared	guilty?

12.	 How	might	Vashti’s	behavior	influence	the	women	of	the	provinces?

13.	What	royal	action	did	the	committee	propose	through	its	chairman?

14.	 What	salutary	effect	would	such	a	decree	have	upon	all	women,	according	to	the	Committee’s	viewpoint?

15.	 How	was	the	decree	published?

16.	 Read	Ephesians	5:21-6:4	and	Colossians	3:18-21.	How	do	you	interpret	these	Scripture	texts	in	today’s	relationships	
from	the	position	of:

	 Singles?

	 Wives?

	 Husbands?

	 Children?

	 Parents?
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