
PE R SONA L A PPLIC AT ION 
ELiJah

With a prayer in your heart that the Holy Spirit may lead you in your study, 
you will be looking at 1 Kings, Chapters 17–21 and 2 Kings 2.

Review:
1. As you read the notes, what did you discover was the secret of Solomon’s success?

2. Mention something in the life of Solomon that you would like to appropriate for your own life.

1 Kings 17–21
3. Elijah was a prophet of the Lord at the time of King Ahab in Israel. What do you learn about Ahab in 1 Kings 

16:29–33?

4. Read 1 Kings 17. Unexpectedly, Elijah bursts on the scene. What does he proclaim?

 Having delivered his message, what was Elijah to do? How did the Lord care for His prophet?

5. We always need to remind ourselves of the promises God has given. What do you learn from the following?

 Genesis 32:10

 Psalm 31:15

 Psalm 37:5

 Psalm 145:15–16

 1 Peter 5:7

6. Beginning with 1 Kings 17:7–24, describe the arrangement the Lord made for Elijah after the brook dried up.

7. In what situation did he find the widow and what miraculous thing happened? Tell how Elijah was able to 
repay the woman for her kindness to him.

8. In time of trouble, what did Elijah remember to do? (Psalm 50:15)

9. Give the words expressing this woman’s response to Elijah.
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1 Kings 18

10. How long did the famine last and how severe was it?

 What difficult thing did God tell Elijah to do?

 Upon whom did Ahab place the blame?

 Give Elijah’s answer to Ahab.

 How many prophets of Baal were there?

11. From verses 18:22–38, list the details of the contest suggested by Elijah.

12. What was the response of the people? (v. 39)

13. What happened after the test on Mount Carmel?

1 Kings 19
14.  How would you describe Elijah’s situation? (vv. 1–10)

15. Describe the way in which the Lord showed Elijah how He accomplishes His purpose. You will have to think 
about this. (vv. 11–15)

16. Beginning at verse 16, what two indications did the Lord give to Elijah that his ministry to Ahab was at an 
end?

17. Read 1 Kings 21:1–16. The main thing we learn from this incident is that it substantiates what the Lord 
says in the Ninth and Tenth Commandments: “You shall not covet.” Describe the manner in which Ahab 
showed he was guilty of this sin. Briefly tell how Jezebel showed her true colors.

18. Describe the exciting event of Elijah in 2 Kings 2:11–14.

19. Share a lesson you learned from the life of Elijah.
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E LI JA H – FA I T H FU L A LWAYS
The people in the Bible are real human beings. They are not fictional 
characters. Joshua is the dignified army general; Daniel is the college 
professor; Samson is the professional football tackle; and Esther is the 
beloved screen star. The man we want to study today is different from all 
of the others. Perhaps you know someone like him. Elijah was one of those 
wiry-type men who, though not large in stature, was strong and resilient. 
He was the kind of person who seems to bounce off trouble and come out 
of every adverse situation a winner.

It will be helpful for us to look at Elijah’s life, which covers such a vast 
span of time in the Bible that we cannot study every detail. We will study 
only such incidents which are typical of his life and from which we will be 
able to draw some helpful lessons. The key to the whole life of Elijah can 
be summed up in two words: FAITHFUL ALWAYS.

ELI JA H A N D K I NG A H A B
After his death, Solomon’s kingdom was divided. His son, Rehoboam, was 
left with only the tribe of Judah, known as the Kingdom of Judah (Southern 
Kingdom). The remaining tribes selected their own king and were known 
as the Kingdom of Israel (Northern Kingdom). Our lesson will deal with this 
Northern Kingdom. Not one of the kings of Israel pleased the Lord and, very 
likely, this bore out the purpose that God had in establishing the unified 
worship around the temple in Jerusalem. For many years, the people of 

May this great man of God be a real inspiration to 
us to accept in simple faith the plan God has for our 
lives. It begins with our faith in Jesus and continues 

with the service of love that we render because we have 
experienced so much love at the hand of our loving God.

GREAT PEOPLE
o f  t h e  o l d  t e s t a m e n t
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Israel separated themselves from that temple. It 
was not long until they were worshipping the idols 
of their neighbors.

Elijah appears on the scene during the reign of 
King Ahab, who is described as an unusually 
wicked king (1 Kings 16:29-33). This was about 
875 BC. Ahab’s whole life was an offense against 
God. He had chosen as his wife Jezebel, an ungodly 
woman who did everything possible to destroy the 
true worship of the Lord and to replace it with the 
horrible worship of Baal.

God assigned Elijah the task of dealing with this 
ungodly king. His first assignment was to tell King 
Ahab that because of his wickedness there would 
be a severe famine over “all the land.” During the 
famine, everyone would suffer and perhaps people 
would turn back to God (1 Kings 17:1).

GO D’S C A R E FOR ELI JA H
In the meantime, the Lord arranged to take care of 
His prophet, which He did at the Brook of Cherith 
where the ravens daily brought him food to eat. 
This was truly a miracle! Of all the birds, the raven 
would be the last we would expect the Lord to use 
since they are scavengers (1 Kings 17:2-4). When 
finally this brook dried up because of the famine, 
the Lord instructed Elijah to walk across the whole 
land of Israel to the village of Zarephath, to the 
home of a widow.

He found her in the yard gathering sticks for a fire. 
She said that she had just enough flour and oil to 
bake one more loaf of bread but then she and her 
son would die. Elijah asked her to bake the loaf 
of bread for him. The Lord moved her to do it, and 
from that day on the flour in her bin and the oil in 
her cruse never diminished and there was food for 
this family each day (1 Kings 17:9-16).

Two lessons come to mind at once. The first is that 
the Lord places the right people in the right place 
at the right time. Of all the people in Israel, here is 

a totally unknown widow in a deserted village and 
she becomes the provider for Elijah, who will bring 
the people back to God. It surely shows us that the 
life of everyone has great value in the sight of the 
Lord. He has tasks also for us which He will in time 
show us and expect us to fulfill.

The second thing is the wondrous manner in 
which God cares for His own. Jesus told us not 
to be concerned about the things we eat or drink 
or what we will wear but we should seek first the 
kingdom of God and all these things will be added 
to us (Matt. 6:33). First Peter 5:7 (NIV) tells us to 
“Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for 
you.” Why will we not take the Lord at His Word? 
We simply need to be faithful, work hard and trust 
the Lord for the results. The Lord will never let us 
down. It will get rough at times, but somehow He 
will see us through.

When Elijah was staying with the widow, her 
son became seriously ill and died. You can well 
imagine that this was a terrible blow to both the 
widow and the prophet. It was one of those things 
difficult to explain. The prophet took the dead boy 
to his chamber and prayed over him, and the Lord 
restored the lad to life (1 Kings 17:17-24). You can 
picture the joy of this mother. She expressed it in an 
unusual way (17:24), acknowledging that Elijah was 
indeed a man of God and that the words he spoke 
were the words of the Lord. Ought not this to be the 
attitude we have toward our faithful pastors?

What a great lesson there is for us here. Not that 
we should expect the Lord to miraculously restore 
the life of our loved ones, but that He will do for 
us those things that are best. Generally when God 
takes a loved one from us it is because He has 
chosen it to be the best way. But at the same time, 
He will provide us with the strength and comfort 
we need and, in some way, compensate us for the 
loss. “And we know that for those who love God all 
things work together for good, for those who are 
called according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28).
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T I ME FOR T H E FA MI N E TO EN D
By this time, the people had recognized their 
sin and that their god Baal was doing nothing 
for them. They were ready once again to turn to 
the Lord and to seek His forgiveness. The Lord 
decided to put an end to the famine and sent 
Elijah to King Ahab to announce His decision. 
It took real courage on the part of the prophet 
because he knew how hateful King Ahab could 
be. Ahab greeted him with the words, “Is it you, 
you troubler of Israel?” and showed no remorse. 
Very likely, he had not suffered much. Elijah 
boldly responded that it was Ahab himself who 
was responsible because he had turned the 
people from God to the idol Baal. Now the Lord, 
in His mercy, was desirous of righting things 
(18:17-19).

T H E T EST ON MO U N T C A R MEL
Elijah now arranged for a great event to take 
place by which he would prove to all that the 
Lord God was indeed the King of heaven and 
earth and that Baal was nothing. He charged 
all the prophets of Baal to meet him at Mount 
Carmel and there suggested that the prophets 
and he each erect an altar. They would place 
upon the altars a bull which had been prepared 
for sacrifice. Each would call upon their gods 
to see who would send fire from heaven to 
consume the sacrifice. It was a challenge which 
the prophets of Baal dared not refuse.

In the morning, the prophets erected their altar 
and prepared the sacrifice. They began to pray 
for the fire from Baal’s heaven, but nothing 
happened. They became frantic, but still no fire. 
In the meantime, Elijah was goading them on, 
telling them to shout louder because maybe 
their god was asleep. Toward evening, Elijah 
prepared his altar, arranged the sacrifice upon 
it, and doused it well with water so no one could 
suspect trickery. Then he got down on his knees 

and prayed to the Lord God, “‘O LORD, God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this 
day that you are God in Israel, and that I am your 
servant, and that I have done all these things at 
your word. Answer me, O LORD, answer me, that 
this people may know that you, O LORD, are God, 
and that you have turned their hearts back.’ At 
once fire came down from heaven, consumed 
the sacrifice and even licked up the water. The 
people cried out, ‘The LORD, he is God; the 
LORD, he is God’” (1 Kings 18).

Elijah was a courageous man. He dared stand 
up for the Lord and His honor and came out of 
it all with a great victory. This surely tells us 
that if we do what we know is right and ask the 
Lord to sustain us; the Lord will see us through. 
It is God who has brought us into His Kingdom; 
it is He who has given us the assignment we 
have in the work that is to be done; and it is He 
who makes it possible for us to succeed. The 
important thing is that we know we are acting 
according to His will and this we can only know 
when we are right with the Lord. There is only 
one way that we can be right with the Lord, that 
is to seek forgiveness for our many sins, and 
then to believe that because of Jesus, God will 
forgive us.

A DISCO U R AGED PROPH ET
That day rain fell and the famine was ended. 
With great courage Elijah, knowing God was 
with him, insisted that all the prophets of Baal 
be put to death. When Queen Jezebel learned 
what had happened and all the prophets of Baal 
had been put to death, she was determined that 
Elijah too must die (1 Kings 19:2). Despite his 
great victory, Elijah felt compelled to flee for his 
life. He was a very depressed and discouraged 
man who should have been reveling in his great 
victory for the Lord.

E L I J A H
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So discouraged had Elijah become that he actually 
asked the Lord to put an end to his life (1 Kings 
19:4). Many of us have been depressed at one time 
or another. With the help of the Lord, something we 
attempted was really successful, but then there was 
some individual who took all the joy away and we felt 
crushed and depressed. When we should have been 
rejoicing, we were sorrowful. Isn’t that human nature? 
How difficult it is for us to put our complete trust in 
the Lord and let Him handle the results!

An angel appeared to Elijah and provided him with 
food (19:5). After Elijah had eaten of the food, we 
are told he had strength enough to survive forty days 
and forty nights until he came to Mount Horeb where 
he was again assured of the presence of the Lord in 
his life. This assurance came in a very special way. 
Elijah was conscious of the great forces in nature — a 
mighty wind, an earthquake, a devastating fire — but 
none of these revealed to him the presence of the 
Lord. Then came a very quiet small voice and it was 
that voice that caused the prophet to recognize the 
presence of God. The small voice told him that God 
deals with the simple testimony of his faithful people 
rather than the mighty forces of those who try to put 
on a show for their own benefit.

Our experience in life is not different. When we are 
discouraged and depressed the Lord also sends His 
angel to us. It may be a dear friend or a faithful pastor 
who provides the spiritual food we need. They offer 
food that comes from the Word of the Lord and, in the 
strength of that food, we can go on because we know 
the Lord is with us. Let us not become discouraged by 
those things that hinder us as we try to do what we 
believe God wants us to do.

ELI JA H A N D H IS DE A LI NG 
W I T H K I NG A H A B
The Lord revealed to Elijah that there were still seven 
thousand faithful people in Israel (1 Kings 19:18). At 
this time, the mighty Syrian army attacked the Kingdom 
of Israel but the Lord assured King Ahab that He 
would gain the victory for him in a special way. This is 

described in 1 Kings 20. Israel won a mighty victory and 
all knew it was the Lord who fought for them.

While the people may have turned again to the Lord, 
King Ahab did not. That, no doubt, was due to the 
influence of the ungodly Jezebel. Now an incident 
occurred which clearly showed the character of Ahab 
(1 Kings 21). Ahab observed that his neighbor, Naboth, 
had a beautiful vineyard. He wanted to add this 
vineyard to his palace grounds. He tried to negotiate 
with Naboth for this vineyard. For very personal and 
legitimate reasons, Naboth refused to part with his 
vineyard. King Ahab pouted, refused to eat, and lay 
upon his couch in a huff until Queen Jezebel found 
him. Having learned the reason for Ahab’s behavior, 
she told the king she would take care of the situation. 
She then had Naboth falsely accused of blasphemy, 
which carried with it the punishment of the death 
sentence, and the property of anyone thus executed 
reverted to the king. So we see how coveting led to 
false witness, murder, and outright robbery. So Ahab 
got his vineyard!

Now the prophet Elijah steps into the picture and it 
is here that we see his courage. God sends him to 
confront Ahab, to denounce him for his wickedness and 
to tell him that his punishment would be severe. He and 
Jezebel would die a terrible death and there would be 
no blessing upon his sons (1 Kings 21:17-24).

Ahab did humble himself before the Lord (1 Kings 
21:29), but Jezebel continued in her devilish ways to 
the end and died a horrible death (2 Kings 9:30-37). 
Thus, God was vindicated. That is why Paul counsels 
us, “Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to 
the wrath of God, for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, 
I will repay, says the Lord’” (Romans 12:19). Let us do 
our duty faithfully and whatever wrong we suffer the 
Lord will set right in due time.

The prophet Elijah served the Lord for many more years. 
He had dealings with Ahab’s son Ahaziah that were just 
as discouraging as had been those with his father. But 
Elijah continued faithfully in the will of the Lord.
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ELI JA H’S A SCENSION TO H E AV EN
As Elijah’s life was coming to an end, the Lord helped him to choose his successor, a man 
named Elisha (1 Kings 19:19-21). Elijah knew that the time for his death had come (2 Kings 
2:1). He took Elisha with him and went into the area beyond the Jordan River. He tried to 
get Elisha to stay behind but he refused. As they came to the Jordan, Elijah took his mantle 
and struck the waters of the river and they divided allowing he and Elisha to walk across on 
dry ground. Then Elijah told Elisha to ask a blessing of him. Elisha requested that a double 
portion of the spirit of Elijah might rest upon him. The Lord honored this request as we will 
learn from the life of Elisha.

Next, a dramatic thing happened (2 Kings 2:11)! Out of a whirlwind came a chariot of fire 
and Elijah was carried up into heaven without seeing death. He left his mantle behind 
which Elisha at once took as a symbol of the presence of God in his life. Enoch, one of the 
early men of God, also went to heaven without seeing death (Genesis 5:24). We are told 
in Deuteronomy 34:5-6 that Moses died and God buried him “in the valley in the land of 
Moab…but no man knows the place of his burial to this day.” We hear about Moses again in 
Matthew 17:3 when he and Elijah appeared on the Mount of Transfiguration with Jesus.

The passing of Elijah is a great comfort to us showing that the Lord keeps His faithful 
people in mind and that He gives them special favors that take many forms. We too, will be 
carried to heaven when our time comes because of our faith in Jesus as our Savior, not in a 
chariot of fire but on angel’s arms, to be forever with the Lord.

CONCLUSION
Returning to the Mount of Transfiguration, it is significant that one of those appearing with 
Jesus was the prophet Elijah. He and Moses had both borne faithful witness to God. May 
this great man of God be a real inspiration to us to accept in simple faith the plan God has 
for our lives. It begins with our faith in Jesus and continues with the service of love that we 
render because we have experienced so much love at the hand of our loving God.

Like Elijah, let us strive for FAITHFULNESS ALWAYS.

Out of a whirlwind came a chariot of fire and Elijah 
was carried up into heaven without seeing death. 

He left his mantle behind which Elisha at once took 
as a symbol of the presence of God in his life.
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