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One line of thought - "Nothing Ventured, Nothing Gained" (11:1-6)

If your business is to grow and expand, you've got to take certain chances,
like importing and exporting over the high seas (11:0.

To play it safe, diversify your investments. "Don't carryall your eggs in
one basket" (11:2).

If you invested at a propitious time in a promising business, good for you!
You will get showers of blessing (11: 3a). Be sure to "think before you leap."
Put "mind over money." When once events have determined the circumstances of
your enterprise, whether good or bad, there's nothing you can do to alter the
situation. "If the tree fall toward the [balmy] south, or toward the [frigid]
north, in the place where the tree falleth, there it shall be" (11:3b). There's
no way of changing a thing already done; opposition or argument is useless.

He that is overcautious and indecisive, waiting for "the wind" and "the
clouds" to be just right before he sows, won't reap abundantly (11 :4).

Who knows exactly how the economy will shape up, what the market trends will
be, whether the spirit of the times will continue to be one of confidence? The
panel which discusses these matters on the TV program WALL STREET WEEK doesn'1
know positively either, no more than they understand the forces which propel the
growth of a child in the womb of its mother. So, proceed with your investments.
Don't hesitate too long. Some will net good returns, others not. You don't know
beforehand which one "shall prosper, either this or that, or whether they both
shall be alike good." Naturally, you hope for the latter (11:5-6).

Another line of thought - Engage in Works of Benevolence (11:1-6)

"Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it· after many days"
(11:1). The picture is that of a man who enjoyed watching the overfiow of a
river with its rich deposit of silt. Before the waters receded entirely, he cast
seed upon the water-soaked ground. The seed had everything working in its favor:
moisture, air, light, and the chemistry of the soil. Sure enough, the man's
expectation of a bumper crop was eventually realized.

Seeds of kindness, when scattered on the soil of human needs, bring
blessings to him that receives and to him that gives. Or, to quote Proverbs,
"There is that scattereth (profusely), and yet (paradoxically) increaseth: and
there is that withholdeth more than is meet (is tight-fisted with his money), but
it tendeth to poverty" (Proverbs 11:24). In the Sermon on th~ Plain, Jesus
promised rich returns to the compassionate giver, saying, "Give, and it shall be
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given unto you: good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running
over, shall men give into your bosom. 'For with the measure you use, it will be
measured to you'" (Luke 6:38, NIV).

In simple terms: You can't get ahead of God in your Christian giving. The
MORE you give, the MORE you get. This doesn't make sense. .The only thing that
can be said in its favor is that the thing WORKS. It's like bread cast upon the
water, "for after many days you will find it again" (11:1, NIV). The motivation
for Christian giving is always love for Christ and people, not hope of personal
gain.

Be generous in helping the hard-pressed through straightened circumstances,
even if called upon to do so seven times, even eight. Who knows? Some day you
might find yourself in a vise and in need of help (11:2).

Learn from the clouds to be generous. These do not selfishly retain the
life-giving waters but "empty themselves upon the earth" (11:3a).

"In the place where the tree faUs [or happens to be], there it shall be,
for the benefit of those to whom it belongs; every man must labor to be a
blessing to that place, whatever it is, where the providence of God casts him;
wherever we are, we may find good work to do if we have but hearts to do it"
Matthew Henry (11:3b).

If the farmer says at springtime, "I don't think 1"11 sow today; it's too
windy, and that will make for uneven distribution," and at harvest time, "I won't
reap today. I'm afraid it's going to rain," his rationalizations will prevent
him from doing an effective job. A man found reasons for not repairing a leaky
roof. When it rained, he said, "It's too risky to go on a slippery roof today."
When the sun came out, there was no need to fix the roof, for then it didn't
leak. And so it goes. If, frankly, we are not interested in doing deeds of
kindness, we can always find what seem to be plausible excuses for not engaging
in them (11:4).

The average person, unlike the meteorologist, doesn't know, for instance,
whence the "Santa Ana Winds" arise or whither they are going, no more than he or
anyone else knows how a mysterious force operates in the womb of a woman in
gestation. Likewise, we can't understand or explain how God's blessings accrue
to those who practice benevolence. Inasmuch as God's laws are operational in the
one case, i.e., in the growth and development of an embryo and fetus, we can be
sure that His promises on the grace of liberality will also wondrously come to
fruition. Therefore, whether in the morning or evening of life, "as we have
opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially them who are of the
household of faith," never doubting that "in due season we shall reap, if we
faint not" (11:5-6, Galatians 6:9-10).

Life is Sweet, Even to Old Age (11:7-8)

"Truly the light is sweet, and a pleasant thing it is for the eyes to behold
the sun" (11:7).
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"It is a joyous thing to live when life is young and buoyant with robust
health and vitality, when the prosperous years trip smilingly by and show neither
wrinkle or care nor tear or sorrow. But even after life has ceased to be mere
exaltation in the fullness of existence, when flower-gemmed meadows seem to
reflect a more sombre hue and the woodland songsters warble in a sadder key; when
thorns and thistles have pricked the wanderer's feet and wintry blasts have
chilled his blood; when he has felt the sharp tooth of adversity; when moths and
rust and the untoward turns of fortune have stripped him of life's amenities,
aye, when he walks with wasted strength on the brink of the shadowy valley, even
then - then perhaps most passionately, regretfully - man loves life and clings to
it as a sweet and a pleasant thing" - Abbetmeyer.

Be grateful if you are still among the living, though you suffer from the
decrepitude of old age. You will be in the land of the shadow of death a long
time, for "the days of darkness shall be many" - unless Christ returns soon to
usher in the consummation of all things (11:7-8).

"It's Great to be Young, but There's no Future in it" - (11:9-10)

Rejoice in the exuberance of youth. From the physical standpoint, you will
never, never again be as strong, handsome, springy, and energetic as you are in
the flower of youth. Moreover, you can continue to be "young in spirit," if
curiosity, the desire to learn ever more, does not forsake you. Be sure to keep
in contact with the goings-on in the world around you.

Ink spots on a master painting mar the work or art. So do the excesses of
youth, "the sowing or wild oats." Saint Paul exhorts the young (not thereby
excluding the older): Flee fornication. Keep thyself pure. Flee youthful lusts
(l Corinthians 6:18, 1 Timothy 5:22, 2 Timothy 2:22). Ecclesiastes the Teacher
issues this warning: "Know thou that for all these things God will bring thee
into judgment" (11:9-10). "Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth"
(12:1a). "Fear God, and keep his commandments; for this is the whole duty of
man. For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing,
whether it be good, or whether it be evil" (12:13-14).

The Aging Process Goes On Apace (12:1-14)

Contact with God, through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the power
of the Holy Spirit, is to be made and sustained in youth, not to be deferred to a
later date, such as the evil days, "the years that draw nigh" when oldsters
perhaps must say, "I have no pleasure in them. I don't enjoy life the way I once
did." No;" remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth" before old age
sets in. Thereupon, the Preacher gives a classical description of old age:
Vision is dimmed. The sun, the light, the moon, and the stars don't seem to
shine with their former luster (12:2a). The aged one is inclined towards a
pessimistic outlook. Not so, optimistic youth who will say when the rain has
stopped, "Thanks be! The sun will be out soon." The older one responds, "There
will be more rain. Clouds will gather again; in fact, I think I see them
returning" (12:2b).

The arms and hands, which protect the house of the body, begin to tremble.
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The legs, once beautifully muscled with strength, bend at the knees and founder.
The "grinders" or teeth are no longer adequate to chew a beefsteak, because they
are few and maybe don't meet. Unless the absent teeth are replaced with
dentures, soft food like grits will have to be ingested. The eyes, without
trifocals, can't see clearly (12:3).

If "store teeth" are not available, the lips will press together as closely
as shut doors in the street. The ears scarcely perceive the sound made by the
upper and lower millstones grinding wheat into fiour. The olden one can't sleep
beyond dawn; he is awakened by the mourning dove with its fourfold cooing. If he
said it once, he said it a dozen times, "The compilers of the new hymnal should
have set the tunes lower." He can reach D with a diaphragmatic effort, but not
E, let alone F. The vocal cords prefer a lower key (12:4).

When it comes to climbing stairs, like up to the elevated station-platform,
he'd rather take the surface street-car or bus. He is not interested in going to
the roof-garden restaurant to get a better view of the city; heights make him
dizzy. Though his children are well along in years and have children of their
own, he still worries about them and their miniatures. He is beset with fears,
founded and unfounded. That's because he is old; his hair is white as the almond
tree in blossom. Just looking at a grasshopper making those tremendous leaps
makes him feel tired. Of course, at his age, passionate desire has ceased. All
this because he is close to making his exodus out of life. He is heading for his
long home; mourners will lament his departure (12:5).

The "silver cord," the spine with its network of nerves, can no longer carry
messages up and down the body. The "golden bowl" - the cranium, the brainpan
has become useless, like a "pitcher broken at the fountain, or the wheel broken
at the cistern" (12:6).

"Then shall the dust return to the earth, as it was: and [what an eloquent
"and"] the spirit shall return unto God who gave it" (12:7).

Life begins anew beyond the boundary of time and space.

One Minute after Death

The soul does not die with the body. It does not sleep everlastingly in the
grave. It does not fly around in space for 2,000 years, then retum and become
reincarnated, as the Egyptians believed. It does not bover in the vicinity of
its former home or communicate with the living on earth, as the Spiritists claim
(Kurth's Catechetical Helps).

At the Last Day, body and soul will be reunited to live with the Triune God
in heaven's endless day. The promise is sure because of the bodily resurrection
of our Lord on Easter Morn.

"Whosoever believeth in him shall not perish, but have everlasting life"
(John 3:16).

"And the spirit shall return unto God who gave it" (12:7).
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Behind and beyond this earthly life with its striving and struggling
the Sovereign Lord is enthroned. He awaits our return. He made provision for
our return by giving his only begotten Son to be Savior and Lord. By faith in
Jesus we become heirs of the life that is permanent, citizens of the everlasting
kingdom of righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. I.ire "under the sun" thus
becomes directional, meaningful, anticipatory of the resplendent life to come.

The racer perceives a goal; the voyager envisions Fair Haven; the drama has
a glorious conclusion. Home at last! "Heaven is my home."

The Preacher harks back once again to a realistic view of life as seen only
"under the sun." "Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher; all is vanity."

In the meanwhile, since life under the sun is a present reality of the
Creator, the Preacher has some down-to-earth advice to offer in the hope that his
counsel will prompt or goad us into proper behavior. Much reading, many books
(one thousand a day are printed in America), much study orients only in human
thinking and will not serve that purpose but, instead, weary us no end (12:11-
12).

The directive must be supernal in nature: "Fear God, and keep his
commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. For God shall bring every work
into jUdgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be
evil" (l2:13-14).

SUMMATION

Tersely expressed, the message of Ecclesiastes is: Apart from God, life
under the sun i ".:anity of vanities" (1:2), "vexation of spirit" (4:10,
Ephesians 4:17-19), "a chasing after the wind" (1:17, NIV), empty, unsatisfying,
frustrating; for it is filled with painstaking effort and, in every instance,
ends in death. From the humanistic, materialistic standpoint, life under the sun
is hollow, futile, undirectional, without substantive meaning.

However, with God, life becomes directional, purposeful, and beautiful.
Therefore, 0 my soul, "set your affection on things above, not on things on the
earth" (Colossians 3:2). Reverence God, and keep His commandments (12:13-14).
"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house" (Acts
16:31 ).

MA Y THE HOLY SPIRIT KEEP US STEADFAST
IN THE SAVING :FAITH UNTO THE END.

LIVING WAY BIBLE STUDY, INC.
(PLEASE OBSERVE COPYRIGHT RESTRICTIONS - 1989
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