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The Same Thing Happens to Good and Bad Alike (9:1-6)

The hour of death arrives for everyone. Though "the righteous and the wise
and all their works are in the hand of God," the same fate awaits them as befalls
the wicked. Manifestly, no conclusion can be drawn from the demise of mortals as
to whether the one was righteous and the other wicked; whether the one was
permeated with love and the other with hatred; whether clean or unclean; whether
religious or irreligious; whether filled with reverence toward God or disdainful
of him. There is no way of differentiating between the two because "all things
come alike to all."

In view of the inevitability of death, wouldn't it be meet, right, and
salutary to lead a godly life under the prompting of the Holy Spirit; moreover,
to be of help unto others and to make this world a better place in which to live?
While still alive, a person can strive and struggle to do what is good; but, once
dead, the opportunity has vanished. He is done for, even though he had great
potentialities. "A living dog is better than a dead lion" (9:4). A lowly person
can still accomplish something if alive whereas a powerhouse magnate can
accomplish nothing if dead.

But no! The wicked are set in their ways. They choose not to change
patterns familiar to them. "The heart of the sons of men is full of evil, and
madness is in their heart while they live - and after that they go to the dead."
They have missed their chance. Suddenly, it's all over. There is nothing they
can do about recapturing what once was. This also is a vanity under the sun
(9:1-6).

The Pleasant Sides of Life (9:7-10)

The Preacher now calls attention to some of the good things to be enjoyed,
yes, also by the righteous and the wise: Food and drink, merriment and
companionship, the gratification derived from doing good works; the lift of
spirits gained from nice clothes and a well-groomed hairdo; conjugal love: "Live
joyfully with the wife whom thou lovest," and the blessing of work (9:7-10). God .
works. So does Jesus. He said, "My Father worketh hitherto, and I work" (John
5:17, Colossians 1:12-17).

Enjoy these gifts from on high, especially the boon of work: "Whatsoever
thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might," for "the night cometh when no man
can work" (John 9:4).
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Time and Chance Must be Reckoned With (9:11-12)

The expected does not always come to pass. By rights, the laurel wreath
should go to the swiftest of foot; the victory in battle to the strong with the
"firstest and mostest"; the good paying job to the applicant with the best
resume; riches to a shrewd operator in Wall Street; ready acceptance to a
qualified applicant; but it doesn't always work out that way. "Time and chance
happeneth to them all" to deprive them of assured results (9:11b).

Perhaps it was momentary lapse of concentration on the part of the racer
which caused him to lose the gold medal by 37/100th of a second or the "will to
win" of his nearest competitor; or in battle, for instance, the unexpected
strategy of the Greeks against the powerful Persian army at Marathon and the
maneuverability of their boats off the island of Salamis in 480 B.C.; or, as to
jobs: "It's not always what you know but whom you know." In other instances,
the timing may not be right. Some chance happening caused a delay in jumping at
a good opportunity. And so it goes in this life under the sun, with a constant
repetition of: If only I had... If only I had not•••" Time and chance play an
important role.

Difficult Decisions Facing Youth

Adolescence and the early twenties are a period of storm and stress where
adjustments have to be made in the areas of the physical, mental, social, and
spiritual. "Which career shall I choose?" the young person asks. "Attend which
college or university? What if I am rejected? What shall my life-style be,
proper or improper? What is my set of values? Am I Christian or pagan,
Christocentric or egocentric? Futhermore, if I desire a life's companion, whom
shall I choose from out of the millions of women who populate this globe?"

These are big decisions and call for careful planning. Better add to each
contemplated project a "Deo volente" -- "if God wills;" for, just like that,
warns the Preacher, you can be caught "as the fishes that are taken in an evil
net, and as birds that are caught in the snare; so are the sons of men snared in
an evil time, when it faUeth suddenly upon them" (9:12).

Brains over Brawn (9:13-16)

The Preacher cites an interesting example of how wisdom triumphed over
force. There was a poor but extremely wise man in a small city who, when a
powerful king laid siege to the city, counseled the city fathers on how to avoid
a clash of arms. We wish we knew how he did it. We could certainly use some
such wisdom today in settling international disputes without resorting to war.

Some of us might suggest a solution. However, what deters us is that we
might be overlooked when it comes to passing out honors. Someone else will claim
and get the credit. Even so, "Wisdom is better than strength" (9:13-16).

The Wise Man Versus the Rabble-Rouser (9:17-18)

The wise man speaks, in a quiet manner, but what he says carries weight.
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The rabble-rouser, on the other hand, shouts and gestures wildly, as if he were
on the verge of bursting his lungs and liver. He engages in a plenitude of words
and a scarcity of thought. He poses as a liberator. He will free the many from
bondage and servitude, and he will usher in a paradisiacal period of earthly joy
and prosperity. However, what he needs in order to sell his messianic crusade is
a devil to war against. So he fabricates a demon or rather a scapegoat, be its
image that of racism or imperialism, and rouses in his followers fear and hatred
(two powerful forces) which can only be assuaged by siding with him, the chief
protagonist in the effort to worst the devil. The big lie is also an effective
tool. Such "one sinner," such an evil genius, such a master of propaganda can
effectUally destroy the peace of the world. This has happened all too often in
the long, sad history of the human race.

"Wisdom is better than weapons of war: but one sinner destroyeth much gOOd"
(9:18').

Of Wisdom and Folly (10:1-7)

Sometimes the charge is made that the Judaeo-Christian religion is
irrelevant to today's life situations. Well, let's note the practical, down-to-
date advice Ecclesiastes has to offer in chapter 10:

Be careful to say the right thing when you seek to impress others or when
you aspire to a higher position or ottice. A verbal blunder may be turned
against you. Your basic common sense will be discounted and, instead, full
attention focused on the foolish thing you said. The perfume of your wisdom
will be rendered odoriferous because of the "dead fiies" in the ointment. Public
speakers and politicians know only too well the danger of making rash or
ambiguous statements. They will be exploited no end by the news media (10:1).

Be dexterous in what you do. If you are right-handed, as most people are,
you can obviously do a better job with your right hand than with your left. In
other words, operate with what you know you can do best. Don't pretend you can
do a job for which you are not qualified. Recognize your limitations. Even the
non-expert, the man in the street, will soon become aware of your bungling, i.e.,
you used your awkward left hand; that was the trouble. In the end, you yourself
will have to admit you were a fool in attempting what was beyond your range
(10:2-3).

Be calm when the boss-man criticizes you. Don't be quick to say, "I quit."
If you made a mistake, admit it, and add: "Pm sorry." "A soft answer turneth
away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger" (Proverbs 15:1). "Serious wrongs
may be pardoned if you keep calm" (10:4, TEY).

The Preacher brings to mind another evil he observed under the sun, that
persons occupying seats of authority and power appoint unqualified friends or
buddies to important government positions. If the position has to do with
finances, for example, the "rich" - who got rich because they knew how to handle
money and make money breed money - should have been appointed instead. It's a
bad situation when incompetent persons are appointed; when, in other words,
"servants" ride on horses and "princes" have to walk. The fault lies with the
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ruler. He is the one who should make appointments on the basis or merit, not
friendship (10:5-7).

Exercise Precaution (10:8-11)

Anticipate dangers. Watch your step. If you dig a pit, be careful you
don't fall into it yourself. If you decide to chop down an old hedge, be on the
alert for a serpent; he may sink his fangs into your hand. If you are removing a
stone fence, be careful when you wield the sledge hammer lest a chip fly into
your eyes. If you're splitting wood, be sure your aim is straight or remove your
fingers in time. If you'd like to toy with a snake in imitation of a snake
charmer, learn his art first; the secret is not in the musical sound but in the
to-and-fro movement of the oboe-like instrument (10:8-11).

Empty Talk (10:12-15)

A fool likes to hear himself talk. He rambles on and on, spouting trivia
which he regards as the essence of wisdom. He gets surly, don't you know, if
others disagree with his pronouncements and forecasts, say, about what's going to
happen to the country and what he's going to do about it.

The wise man, on the other hand, is brief with words. He's a good listener.
When you say something he doesn't agree with, he answers graciously,"1
understand how you feel" and then gently but firmly begins with his "but•••"

The fool's talk is like words-salad, all mixed up. It lacks direction. He
is so engrossed in his ramblings that he is like a stupid fellow who strays orr
the main highway onto a dirt road and then wonders how he missed the city (10:12
15).

Some Proverbial Sayings (10:16-20)

Woe to the country which is governed by an immature, fun-loving playboy.
Happy the nation which has rulers dedicated to public service and not self
indulgence (10:16-17).

Neglect, due to laziness, is all that is needed for a lawn or flower border
to be smothered by weeds or for a marriage to go on the rocks or for a house to
sink into disrepair or, we might add, for a soul to be lost: "How shall we
escape if we neglect so great salvation?" (Hebrews 2:3, Ecclesiastes 10:18).

A big deal is sometimes put over by lavishly entertaining a customer. But,
if that fails, a hefty bribe, kick-back, or "commission" is resorted to. As has
often been said, "Even the best of men will yield if the price is right." "Money
answereth all things" (10:19).

Be careful what you say about either the ruler, the infiuential or the rich.
In today's situation, a hidden microphone may catch your every word. "A bird of
the air shall carry the voice, and that which hath wings shall tell the matter"
(10:20). To play it safe, don't even think adverse thoughts.
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.PERSONAL APPLICATION

Dear Savior, with all those who trust in you, make the end of my life
Christian and acceptable to you. When and as you will, gather me unto
your elect without pain and in peace. Amen.

Ecclesiastes 11:1-10

1. What picture does the first verse of this chapter bring to your mind?

What promise does the Lord indicate?

2. Why might a person's multiple works of charity conceivably cushion him,
should misfortune ever strike?

3. Clouds are not selfish; they do not hoard their life-giving waters. What
lesson in Christian charity might one deduce from 11:3a?

4. Wherever a tree falls, there it will remain (11:3b). In whatever
circumstances a person finds himself, it is there he should function. What
practical applications come to mind as you consider the following texts?
Luke 12:48
1 Peter 4:11
Deuteronomy 10:12 _

5. What type of giver does the Lord love? 2 Corinthians 9:7

6. Summarize what verses 4-6 means to you. _

7. What promise did Jesus affix to generous giving? Luke 6:38

8. Which fundamental gift is necessary for all others to exist? (11:8)

9. Which time of life do you regard as the best: youth, young adulthood,
middle age, old age and why?
Which period of life does Ecclesiastes single out as a time of light
heartedness, relatively free from care?

10. Adolescence is often a period of "storm and stress" because of the
adjustments a teenager has to make in the areas of the physical, mental,
social and spiritual. What word of advice does the Preacher give to youth?
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Ecclesiastes 12:1-14

11. What contrast does the Preacher make between the days of youth and oncoming
age?

12. Various metaphors or implied comparisons are used to describe old age; for
instance, the phrase "the grinders cease because they are few" refers to the
teeth (12:3). Other parts of the body or of the senses are similarly
referred to in poetic fashion, such as: the eyes, ears, legs, arms, vocal
cords, white hair, erotic desires. State which of these apply to the
following quotations (12:2-5).

"the keepers of the house"?
"the strong men shall bow themselves"?
"Those that look out of the windows shall be darkened"?
"All the daughters of music shall be brought low"?
"the almond tree shall be in blossom"?
"when the sound of grinding (at the mill) shall be low"?
"Desire shall fail"?

13. What inevitable event do frailties peculiar to old age foreshadow?

14. The body returns to the earth. Whither does the sow return, there to await
the resurrection of the body?

15. The Preacher refers once more to the terminal life under the sun. What
parting advice does he offer those who sojourn briefly here below? (12:9-12)

16. State his closing counsel, or main thought of his book found again in verse
13.

What final reminder is also given?

17. Share with your group the wisdom out of this book of Ecclesiastes that
helped you in your personal walk with God.

LIVING WAY BIBLE STUDY, INC.,
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