
Ecclesiastes - Chapter 8
Lesson 6

LIVING WAY BIBLE STUDY

(Not to be reproduced in any form without permission)

ECCLESIASTES

Erwin Kurth

Obey the Ordinances of Man for the Lord's Sake (8:1-9)

"Who is the wise man?" Answer: The man of prudence, patience and piety.

The wise man is very prudent in the presence of an authoritative figure like
a king (8:2).

He puts on his best manners, makes his face shine lustrously and, though
tempted to frown at the orders given him, replaces hard looks with a smile (8:1).

He is smart enough to recognize the precariousness of his position at court.
He must not, under any circumstances, offend a capricious Oriental despot. "Where
the word of a king is, there is power: and who may say unto him, What doest
thou?" (8:4).

He is patient. The tyrant's slightest wish is his command. He promptly
does what he is told. In that way he escapes sure and swift punishment. "Whoso
keepeth the commandment shall feel no evil thing" (8:5).

To be tense every moment of a waking day is a miserable way to live,
"therefore the misery of man is great upon him" (8:6). He chafes inwardly, but
lives in hope that conditions will someway change and improve. How? He does not
know. Time and circumstances will tell (8:5-6). In the meantime, he nurtures
patience.

If the monarch should say, "Take him to the block and chop off his head,"
there is nothing he could do about it; no way of saving his life (retaining his
"spirit" or breath), nor of getting away with a mere discharge from service. No;
his doom is sealed. Now, if a death sentence were handed out to a career
criminal, that would not come as a surprise, not even to him, for he knew
beforehand what his occupational hazard implied. But to have that happen to a
decent fellow, who always minded his p's and q's, was the shocker (8:8). But
that's how it is in "a world where some men have power and others have to sulfer
under them" (8:9, TEV).

Besides being prUdent and patient, this wise man is also pious. After all,
he swore an oath of allegiance when he took office as a court attendant. In
keeping with his promise and Character, he must remain loyal, obedient,
subservient. He acted as though he had personally heard and followed the
Preacher's advice: "I counsel thee to keep the king's commandment, and that in
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regard of the oath of God" (8:2). He functioned as a law-abiding person
exhibiting piety.

Millions of people today live under an authoritarian form of government
where the greatest offense is not a sin against God but an effrontery (often
alleged) toward the State. The State is supreme. The masses must render
unquestioned and servile homage to the State; or else! The only option remaining
for the oppressed is to be prudent, patient, law-abiding, and living in hope,
"for there is a proper time and procedure for every matter, though a man's misery
weighs heavily upon him" (8:6, NIV).

Unequal Distribution of Honors (8:10-14)

Yes, it happens every so often that the wicked prosper in their
undertakings. They go to, and return from, their place of business, governmental
office, or judiciary post, as if it were "the place of the holy," dedicated to
serve the people. When they die, they are given honorable burial, particularly
by those who profited from connivance and secret practices. These are excessive
in their praise of the deceased. However, the people who were injured are
completely overlooked, forgotten. "This is also vanity" (8:10).

Another case of vexation: The penalty for evil-doers is not carried out
speedily but is SUbject to the law's delay. This encourages others to engage or
continue in antisocial behavior, confident they will never land in the Big House.
"There's always some technicality and/or repeated appeals that can be used to get
around the law," their "mouthpiece" assures them (8:11).

In spite of occasional miscarriage of justice and the outward prosperity of
godless people, the ultimate principle to follow is: Consider your actions in
the light of God's jUdgment. His final verdict is what matters. Therefore, "Fear
God, (Stand in awe of Him) "and keep his commandments" (12:13, 8:12-13).

Ecclesiastes, the Preacher, was perplexed by another bit of vanity in
life under the sun. He asked in effect, "Why do good things on occasion happen
to bad people, and bad things to good people?" He could have elaborated on this
point by adding yet another question: "If the world was created by a benevolent
Maker, how come he permitted the entrance of evil? Being omniscient, he could
have foreseen that the federal head of the human race would sin and, being
omnipotent, he could have prevented it. Why didn't he do so?"

Solomon doesn't venture an answer. He doesn't presume to talk for God. He
merely calls attention to the enigma, concluding, "The presence of evil in God's
world is and remains a most vexing and troublesome mystery."

Others before us, thousands of years ago, also wondered. Job asked,
"Wherefore do the wicked live, become old, yea, are mighty in power?" (Job 21:7).
Asaph (Psalm 73:3-14, Jeremiah 12:1, Habakkuk 1:2), and Solomon in Ecclesiastes
7:15 and once again in the text before us, 8:14, and many other God-fearing
people posed the same unanswerable question. When it comes right down to it, the
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only thing we can do with God is to trust Him to give us an answer at His time
and in His way.

Bright Sides of Life (8:15-17)

The Preacher bids us guard against rank pessimism. "The days of life which
God gives" are meant to be enjoyed by those who fear God.

Surely, we recognize and enjoy certain good things in life. Such gifts of
God are: bodily health, acuteness of mind, emotional equilibrium, reason and
imagination, and a heart full of love towards God and compassion toward our
contemporaries.

Deeply appreciated are the security and comforts of a house transformed by
love into a home by the presence of one's spouse and "the little people." "There
is no place like home," for it provides security, shelter, hearthstone, warm
blankets, mutual helpfulness, and "all the things that are kind to our
mortalities."

Add to this, other blessings: an extended family with uncles, aunts, and
cousins; grandpas and grandmas; the fellowship of believers, membership in the
mystical body of Christ, the church.

Besides all this, steady work and an adequate income; the acquisition of
necessities which our forebears would have labeled luxuries; radio, TV,
computers; firefighters and policemen; paramedics; the government's recognition
of entitlement to "life, liberty, AND (which no other nation's constitution
mentions) the pursuit of happiness." And thus we could go on and on listing the
bright sides of life under our American sun.

The Preacher lifts to the fore the blessings of food and drink plus work.
What is the bane of unemployment? To live in a vacuum with no work schedule to
keep; to feel superfiuous and useless. What is the concomitant of celebrations,
anniversaries, family reunions, church gatherings, get-togethers in general?
Food, drink, toasts, mirth, cheerfulness. The Preacher expressed himself on this
wise: "So I commend the enjoyment of life, because nothing is better for a man
under the sun than to eat and drink and be glad" (8:15a, NIV).

"Then joy will accompany him in his work all the days of the life God has
given him under the sun" (8:15b, NIV).

Later, the Preacher added another joy: marital bliss, saying, "Live
joyfully with the wife whom thou lovest all the days of the life of thy vanity"
(9:9).

Agreed, it would be helpful if, when misfortune strikes a worthy person,
he'd know, and we'd know, the reason why. But we don't. Let's face that fact.
Acknowledge it. Remember, earthly life is but a segment, to be rounded out with
a life to come. Then shall we know even as we are known.
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That's where faith comes in. We've got to believe that God knows what He is
doing. Though we spend sleepless nigbts and days in searching out God's ways, we
shall never know, not this side of heaven. Lite under the sun will remain, in a
large part, a vexation of spirit. Tbey who fancy themselves capable of
discerning a pattem in God's dealings with men here below will come up empty
handed. With all their pretenses to superior wisdom, they cannot comprehend the
work of God, says Solomon. Only God knows. All that remains for us is to trust
His wisdom, power, and love (8:16,17).

Be still, my soul, the Lord is on thy side;

Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain;

Leave to thy God to order and provide;

In every change he faithful will remain.

Be still, my soul; thy best, thy heavenly Friend

Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end.
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PERSONAL APPLICATION

o God, who has commanded that no one shall be idle: Give me grace
to employ all my talents and faculties in the service appointed
for me that, whatsoever my hand finds to do, I may do it with my
might and to your glory; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

Ecclesiastes 9:1-6

1. Even though the righteous and the wise "are in the hand of GOd," yet, by
merely observing what happens under the SUD, "man does not know" whether
the righteous are better off than the wicked. How does the Preacher express
himself concerning this disturbing fact?

2. Moses blessed the children of Israel before he died. What assurance did he
give the godly? Deuteronomy 33:3

3. Jesus made plain that they who hear his voice and follow him, as sheep
follow a shepherd, will be safely sheltered in his Father's hand. What
violence will the enemies of the redeemed not be able to achieve?
John 10:29b

4. What seeming injustice exists to this day in the way the righteous and the
wicked fare in this life?

5. itA ___ dog is better than a __.=.li.on." Why? State two reasons.

Ecclesiastes 9:7-18

6. What are some of the good things in life that the pious can also fUlly enjoy
with God's approval?

7. Check the statements you deem correct.
The best athletes are sure to win a race every time.

-The champion fighter never hits the canvas for a count of ten.
Time and chance playa role in life's happenings.

_An unexpected change of events must be reckoned with.

8. War can sometimes be avoided through diplomatic negotiations. What element
in human society is, on occasion, more persuasive than brute force?

Ecclesiastes 10:1-16

9. A person may be noted for wisdom and power, but what little evil may SUbject
him to harsh criticism and make his name smell to high heaven?
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10. If you worked for the government and your supervisor angrily told you that
you made a glaring mistake, which is the best course for you to follow?

Tell him, "To err is human; to forgive, divine."
-Go into a huff; shout at the top of your lungs, "I quit!"
-Quietly admit your mistake and perhaps add, "I'm sorry. I'll be
-more careful next time."

11. The temptation is strong, for one occupying a place of authority and power,
to promote his relatives and friends, even though they are not completely
qualified for the job. What does the Preacher think of such unmerited
promotion?

12. If an incompetent person is chosen instead of an expert, to what might that
situation be compared? (10:7)

13. If an owner digs a deep hole in his backyard and does not take the
precaution of placing a cover over it or a railing around it, what may
happen even to him who knows the hole is there? (Psalm 57:6)

14. What are four other precautions workers should take?

15. What are we told about the words of the wise?

16. List the conclusions you draw from the description of the talkative fool?

Ecclesiastes 10:16-20

17. What advice does Ecclesiastes, the Teacher, dispense in
10:16,17
10:18
10:19
10:20

18. Which helpful thoughts did you gather from chapters nine and ten?
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