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A Series of Better's (7:1-10)

Better than costly perfume is a good name (7:1a). To be known as an honest,
sincere, and trustworthy person is a great advantage. The nice thing about being
honest is that you don't have to recall what you said on a previous occasion.
Moreover, a truthful person has no trouble living with himself.

Better than the day of one's birth is the day of death. It' through the
promptings of the Holy Spirit we were enabled to lead a reputable even though
imperfect life, and we feel it's time to have done with further battling against
evil and the bearing of more pain, sorrows, and frustrating inadequacies, the
prospect of a flawless, serene afterlife becomes attractive. Who would live
always? Once around is plenty.

The early Christians got together to celebrate the anniversary of a sainted
one's death. That, they felt, was his real birthday, born into a fadeless and
perfect existence (7:1b).

Better to be in contact with the somber side of life than with its light
side. There ismpre to~ learned from mourners than from gormandizers. In the
former case, we might even be moved to give thought to our own death. Seldom do
we do so - which in the long run seems rather good, for it saves us from
morbidity. Our general attitude is: Injury, accident, or death is something
that happens to the other fellow. Maybe we better tumble to the fact that death
"is the end of all men." Without giving way to an unllealthy state of mind, each
mortal should occasionally pause and take that into account, "lay it to his
heart" (7:2).

Better is sorrow than laughter (7:3-4); for godly sorrow can "lead me to the
Rock that is higher than Itt (Psalm 61:2); to "the shadow of a great Rock in a
weary land" (Isaiah 32:2). That Rock is Christ.

Better is it to heed the reprimand of the wise than to drink in the
compliments of sycophants. Their jolly fiatteries are like "crackling of thorns
under a pot," with much sound but no substance. ''This also is vanity" (7:5-6).

"Surely oppression destroys a man's reason, and a bribe debases the heart"
(7:7, NKJV).

Better and more gratifying to know you finished a trying task than to
wonder, as you did at the beginning, "Am I up to it?" (7:8a).

Better to control your temper and exercise forbearance than to fiy oft' the
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handle. Rather display an educated heart by being humble and courteous (7:8b-9).

"Things were better in the olden days." Solomon, however, cautions against
making such a statement. Sure, things were better then, that is, inside you,
with your youth, resilience, visions, ideals, and hopes. But, on the outside,
things were pretty much as they have always been: a mixture of the bad and good.
There will always be messes that need cleaning up. This rickety old world of
ours is constantly in need of shoring up. You will want to make your
contribution to its betterment (7:10).

Wisdom is "Tops" (7:11-15.)

Wisdom is as good as wealth, yes, even better. An inheritance must be
wisely managed if it is not to slip through the fingers of an heir. Wisdom
enables the heir to make a portfolio of diversified investments. It puts him in
a position not only of gaining security for himself and his family but also
usefulness in serving others. Wisdom is good in itself, even if great worldly
possessions are lacking. For one thing, an intellectual person can keep himself
company. For another, when an opportunity comes to better his earthly lot, he is
smart enough to grasp the opportunity.

The highest wisdom is that which comes from above, which by the Spirit
through Word and Sacrament imparts meaningful life. That life is found in
Christ, who said, "I am come that they might have life, and that they might have
it more abundantly" (John 10:10 and Ecclesiastes 7:11,12).

Furthermore, wisdom accepts the dispensations of God. If God's visitations
cannot be altered -in other words, if the crooked cannot be made straight (7:13),
-do not question God's wisdom but yield to it. If the days He sends are
prosperous, well and good - rejoice. If, however, they are fraught with
adversity, adjust to His good and gracious will, saying, "Thy will is our peace."
Dante.

The acceptability of our holy religion is not founded on a guarantee that
all our days will be bright and pleasant. Therefore, "in the day of adversity
consider," acknowledge, that this hour of trial also comes from the hand and
heart of the Sovereign Lord. "Just remember: God sends both happiness and
trouble; you never know what is going to happen next" (7:14, THY). Acquiesce!
"Be still and know that I am God" (Psalm 46:10).

Adopt Paul's motto: "I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to
be content" (Philippians 4:11). "But Paul never went through what I am
enduring"! If you feel inclined to say that, just read his catalogue of
sufferings as recorded in 2 Corinthians 11:23-33. If you do so, you will be
drawn up short.

Solomon was disturbed by what he saw in the days of his vanity, for
instance, that good people suffer as if they were downright wicked and,
contrariwise, evil persons enjoy prosperity to the end of their long life as if
they were the most devoted followers of God (7:15). That doesn't seem fair, and
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it isn't from the standpoint of life "under the sun." But when viewed from the
vantage point of the everlasting hills, we shall be satisfied and in God's
beauteous tomorrow, when we awake and remember, we shall finally understand
(7:15).

Avoid Extremes 7:16-18

The Preacher goes on to counsel: "Be not righteous overmuch•••be not
overmuch wicked" (7:16,17). He advocates the golden mean, the halfway course
between extremes. On the shrine in Delphi, Greece, one of two inscriptions
reads: "Know thyself"; the other: "Nothing in excess."

Zealots and fanatics go to extremes in the name of religion. Simeon
Stylites, for instance, lived for more than 35 years on a small platform on top
of a high pillar. He had many imitators, called stylites. The fiagellants
whipped themselves or had themselves whipped as a religious discipline. Today's
pietists add their own commandments to those of the Decalogue (The Ten
Commandments), engage in self-fabricated devotional activities and expect other
Christians to follow suit. They convey the impression that "unless you are as I
am, think and act as I do, you're nothing more than a second-rate Christian." In
short, they are "righteous overmuch" (7:16).

At the other extreme are they who choose to imitate the unrighteous in their
behavior. "Why not?" they query. "See how well the wicked prosper!" They who
talk and act in that manner become "overmuch wicked" (7:17). But such extremes
are to be avoided. The challenge to demonstrate one's faith in Christ by a life
of loving service is whopping enough to satisfy anyone's urge to serve the Lord
in sincerity and truth. No less is required, mind you, than this:

"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy might" (Deuteronomy 6:5). "This is the first and great
commandment" (Matthew 22:36-38). "And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt
love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the
prophets" (Matthew 22:39,40; Leviticus 19:18b,34; Matthew 19:19b). Nothing
additional need be added of man's own invention. "If you have reverence for God,
you will be successful anyway" (7:16-18, TEY).

Wisdom is the Great Desire (7:19-22)

Wisdom is invaluable in a leader, whether he be king, president of a nation
or corporation, and so forth -right down to the chairman of a committee. If the
leader has a comprehensive and detailed grasp of what's to be done, he suggests
procedural steps, allocates responsibilities, sets a time schedule, engenders
support, cooperation, and enthusiasm. As to the latter, "Nothing great has ever
been accomplished without enthusiasm." By and large, an organization is the
extension or prolongation of its leader. "Wisdom strengtheneth the wise more
than ten mighty men which are in the city" (7:19).

There was a poor man in the city, but he was rich in wisdom, "and by his
wisdom delivered the city." "Wisdom is better than weapons or war," for the wise
man will seek to avoid war through peaceful negotiations (9:13-18).
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The man of wisdom knows that every human is potentially a cheat and will be
on guard against being ripped off through a smooth sales pitch. Wisdom will
carefully read the fine print of a contract. And, certainly, the all-wise God is
not impressed by man's exalted opinion of himself, "for there is not a just man
upon earth that doeth good and sinneth not" (7:20). Each one of us is a dyed-in
the-wool, bred-in-the-bone sinner, in need of "a Savior, which is Christ the
Lord" (Luke 2:11).

Wisdom is not too much concerned about what others think or say. If you
have done your best, with God be the rest. However, be sure at the start that
you can square your doings with your conscience; then go ahead unflinchingly.
Sure, you will be criticized, even by members of your staff, subordinates you
thought loyal. Take it in stride. Remember, you haven't been uncritical
yourself at all times (7:21,22).

Human Wisdom is Imperfect (7:23-29)

Wondrous Wisdom - that's what Solomon thought he possessed. But, as he
learned to his regret, the fullness of wisdom is elusive. Carnal drives are so
powerful that spiritual intentions are rendered feeble. "And Solomon had seven
hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines: and his wives turned
away his heart"(l Kings 11:1-14). He finally tumbled to the vileness of his
evil-doings, namely, that he had gone a-whoring after other gods.

One evil woman, with her voluptuous appeal, can prove a snare, a net, a set
of handcuffs. "The sinner shall be taken by her." Solomon had more than one
woman to contend with. He seemed ready at long last to pronounce the most
difficult words to speak in any language: "I am sorry." He had gotten away from
God.

God originally made man upright, "in his own image" (Genesis 1:27), that is,
in consecrated righteousness and holiness. But man chose to engage in self-
affirmation, which is the essence of sin. He preferred to say, "Not Thy will,
but mine, be done." Even now man has freedom of the will, in the area of natural
righteousness, to choose between God's ordinances and his own predilections. All
too often he chooses the immoral over the moral because he delights in sensual
pleasures. He rationalizes his action by saying, "If I like eroticism and no
harm is done to the other party, why shouldn't I indulge?"

Paul, calling attention to the conflict raging in man between nesh and
spirit, wrote, "For the good that I wowd I do not: but the evil which I would
not, that I do" (Romans 7:18-25).

We need help from the "Stronger than the Strong," Jesus our Friend, Savior,
Master, and Lord. We need to put into action these words of Paul, "Watch ye,
stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong" (l Corinthians 16:13).

-4- Ecclesiastes - Chapter 7
Lesson 5

The man of wisdom knows that every human is potentially a cheat and will be
on guard against being ripped off through a smooth sales pitch. Wisdom will
carefully read the fine print of a contract. And, certainly, the all-wise God is
not impressed by man's exalted opinion of himself, "for there is not a just man
upon earth that doeth good and sinneth not" (7:20). Each one of us is a dyed-in
the-wool, bred-in-the-bone sinner, in need of "a Savior, which is Christ the
Lord" (Luke 2:11).

Wisdom is not too much concerned about what others think or say. If you
have done your best, with God be the rest. However, be sure at the start that
you can square your doings with your conscience; then go ahead unflinchingly.
Sure, you will be criticized, even by members of your staff, subordinates you
thought loyal. Take it in stride. Remember, you haven't been uncritical
yourself at all times (7:21,22).

Human Wisdom is Imperfect (7:23-29)

Wondrous Wisdom - that's what Solomon thought he possessed. But, as he
learned to his regret, the fullness of wisdom is elusive. Carnal drives are so
powerful that spiritual intentions are rendered feeble. "And Solomon had seven
hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines: and his wives turned
away his heart"(l Kings 11:1-14). He finally tumbled to the vileness of his
evil-doings, namely, that he had gone a-whoring after other gods.

One evil woman, with her voluptuous appeal, can prove a snare, a net, a set
of handcuffs. "The sinner shall be taken by her." Solomon had more than one
woman to contend with. He seemed ready at long last to pronounce the most
difficult words to speak in any language: "I am sorry." He had gotten away from
God.

God originally made man upright, "in his own image" (Genesis 1:27), that is,
in consecrated righteousness and holiness. But man chose to engage in self-
affirmation, which is the essence of sin. He preferred to say, "Not Thy will,
but mine, be done." Even now man has freedom of the will, in the area of natural
righteousness, to choose between God's ordinances and his own predilections. All
too often he chooses the immoral over the moral because he delights in sensual
pleasures. He rationalizes his action by saying, "If I like eroticism and no
harm is done to the other party, why shouldn't I indulge?"

Paul, calling attention to the conflict raging in man between nesh and
spirit, wrote, "For the good that I wowd I do not: but the evil which I would
not, that I do" (Romans 7:18-25).

We need help from the "Stronger than the Strong," Jesus our Friend, Savior,
Master, and Lord. We need to put into action these words of Paul, "Watch ye,
stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong" (l Corinthians 16:13).



Ecclesiastes - Chapter 8
Lesson 5

LIVING WAY BIBLE STUDY
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Most blessed Trinity, Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier, make my
sojourn under the sun as pleasant as your will allows. Turn my
attention to the many good things which accrue to my enjoyment
and, when times of testing come, make me strong to bear up under
them according to your good and gr.acious Will; in Jesus' Name.

Amen.

Ecclesiastes 8:1-9

1. If the wise man referred to in 8:1a served as a valet to a king, what would
you expect his demeanor to be?

2. What counsel does the Preacher give to one in service to a king?

3. Why should an attendant carefully follow instructions given him by "His
Royal Highness"?

4. If a king rules like a tyrant, how should a servant react? 8: 2-6.
sass him back;

- organize a strike;== let time go by, hoping things will change for the better.

5. Why is the servant in no position to assure his fellow-servants, "Things
will get better, I am sure?"

6. If the servant incurred the untamed wrath of his lord, what chance would he
have of changing capital punishment into life imprisonment or striking a
plea bargain to be dismissed from service instead?

Ecclesiastes 8:10-14

7. What reason is cited for the increase in the crime rate?

8. Why does the Preacher advocate obedience to God's laws?

9. What may criminals expect as part of their occupational hazard?

10. When does an apparent injustice come to mind, perplexing the hearts of the
faithful?
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Ecclesiastes 8:15-17

11. The Preacher deems his suggestion worthy of acceptance. How does he express
his recommendations in the following passages?

8:15

3:12

3:22

5:18

9:9

12. To Whom should you look for the way you should go?

Proverbs 16:9
Proverbs 20:24
Proverbs 21:2

13. Share an experience when you brought a problem to God and received guidance.

14. Solomon virtually says: "A good appetite! Bon Appetito! Gut Schmecken!
God bless the cook!" Which familiar foods are mentioned speeifically in
the Bible?

Genesis 18:5,6
Genesis 18:7
Genesis 18:8
1 Samuel 17:18
1 Samuel 25:18
Matthew 7:10 _

2 Samuel 16:1,2
Judges 14:8
Matthew 3:4

~~=-----------Deuteronomy 12:17 _
Numbers 11:5
Numbers 11:32------------

15. From the foods listed in question 14, make a menu for one day.

Breakfast
LunchDinner-------------------------------

16. Can you discern a pattern or rationale in the quotation: "all the work of
God•••done under the sun"?

LIVING WAY BIBLE STUDY, INC.
(PLEASE OBSERVE COPYRIG=H=T=-=R~E=S=T=RICTIONS - 1988)
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