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Cross Currents in "Life under the Sun" (3:1-8)

There are times and seasons predetermined by Someone Above. The creature
"under the sun" cannot, for instance, decide the hour of his birth or death
(barring suicide). Nor can he change the course of nature as to seedtime and
harvest. He is subject to a will higher than his own (3:1-2). However, he can
exercise his own will in certain areas. To mention a few: He can tear down a
shed and erect a house in its place (3:3). He can embrace his beloved or,
because a solemn public occasion does not warrant it, he can refrain from
embracing (3:5). He can work hard to acquire wealth and, at the same time, give
a goodly portion away to church and charity (3:6). It's up to him as to what he
wants to do.

But circumstances do arise over which he has no control. He's got to take
them as they come, the bad with the good: "A time to we"ep, and a time to laugh;
a time to mourn, and a time to dance; a time to get, and a time to lose; a time
to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace" (3:4-8).

God Keeps Watch (3:9-17)

What does it all add up to, this life under the sun?
worker from that in which he labors?" (3:9, NKJV). Does
any sense if death is the signal that the play is over, the
past? That it's finished? Curtains?

"What profit has the
the earthly life make
comedy of errors is

No; God is the Superintendent who knows what's going on. Solomon
acknowledges, "I have seen the God-given. task with which the sons of men are to
be occupied. He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also he has put
eternity in their hearts" (3:10-11a, NKJV). He has implanted the intuitive
knowledge that "a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which
he possesseth" (Luke 12:15); that eternity begins right now in the heart of the
believers and will have its perfect fruition in the day of resurrection. "If ye
then be risen with Christ," writes Paul, "seek those things which are above,
where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God" (Colossians 3:1).

The Whys and wherefores of God's operations are hidden from the range of
human knowledge, but they are purposeful nevertheless. Respect God's jUdgment.
You'll never be able to "fathom what God has done from beginning to end." Rather,
accept what you can understand, so "that every man may eat and drink, and find
satisfaction in all his toil - this is the gift of God" (3:12,13.NIV). Your
ability to effect change is wholly wanting. Things will remain as they are
because, whether you like it or not, the Almighty has so decreed. He does what
He will, "that men should fear before him" (3:14-15).
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Solomon was troubled, as are we all, by the presence of wickedness in high
places, the perversion of justice. The innocent get punished whereas the guilty
get off scot-free. Solomon thought long and hard on it. "God shall judge the
righteous and the wicked: for there is a time there for every purpose and for
every work" (3:17). Solomon concluded: "God shall bring every work into judgment,
with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evill' (12:14).

Are Men and Beasts on the Same Level? (3:18-21)

In one respect, Yes! "As the one dieth, so dieth the other: yea, they have
all one breath so that a man hath no preeminence above a beast: for all is
vanity" (3:18-20). Who can prove by logie, experimentation, or mathematical
formula that the spirit of man goes upward and the spirit of the beast goes
downward? However, Solomon had the Holy Spirit's answer to that question. He
presented it in these words: "Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was:
and the spirit shall return Wlto God who gave it" (12:7).

In the meantime, while awaiting the great consummation, man can do nothing
better than to steep himself in work, "because that is his lot. For who can
bring him to see what will happen after him?" (3:22, NIV).

Seven Negative Aspects of Life Under the Sun (4:1-16)

1. Oppression abounds everywhere, in all places and times. There always
have been and always will be individuals who wish to lord it over others.
In SUbduing other nations, they get into power through deceit and remain in
power through terror. Other like-minded aspirants to lordship rally around
the leader in order to get a piece of the action. It's not the people who
initiate war but the leaders in power.

Life has a way of being unfair to many. Edith Hamilton in The Greek
Way had this to say, "The ancient world...bears everywhere the same
stamp•••We find the same conditions: a despot enthroned, whose whims
and passions are the determining factor in the state; a wretched,
subjugated populace; a great priestly organization to which is handed
over the domain of the intellect." "Behold the tears of such as were
oppressed, and they had no comforter; and on the side of their
oppressors there was power; but they had no comforter" (4:1).

2. Another vexation of spirit is that people incline to envy at the success of
others. God's jealousy is rooted in love: "I the Lord thy God am a
jealous God" (Exodus 20:5; Deuteronomy 4:24, 5:9). Another
interpretation of 4:4 is this: Motivated by a desire to "keep up with
the Joneses," in other words, envious of their neighbor's prosperity,
individuals will try harder to make good (NN. TEV).

3. A person capable but unwilling to work is a superfluity of naughtiness.
Let him "eat his own flesh," that is, feed on his reserve fat and tissue
(4:5). Society does not owe him a liVing. (However, this does not apply
to a conscientious but fruitless job-seeker in time of economic depression).
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4. If changes caused you to lose your job, forced you to go back to school
to acquire new skills and know-how, then "make do" in the period of
transition. Be content with little. Cultivate a spirit of quietude
and calm expectancy, and you will feel fairly good (4:6).

5. Miserliness is another example of "chasing the wind." The skinflint,
described in 4:7-8, denies himself every pleasure, even necessities,
but for whom? He has neither child nor brother. He could get a lot of
satisfaction out of distributing his wealth before he died. That way,
he'd know where his money went. Carnegie advised this kind of
philanthropy. Who can tell how those who get hold of his money will
spend it? Ask the workaholic, "Why do you want more?" His reply will
be, "So that I can have more." That answer is senseless, for "neither
is his eye satisfied with riches; neither saith he, 'For whom do I
labor, and bereave my soul of good?' This is also vanity, yea, it is
sore travail" (4:7-8).

6. Loneliness, friendlessness, solitariness is a depressing state. What
everyone desperately needs is a one-on-one relationship, such as is
present in marriage or friendship. "A friend is one in whose presence
you can think aloud." Two are better than one (4:9-12).

7. "Surely this also is vanity and vexation of spirit" a stubborn, willful,
inflexible viewpoint - not in matters of principles but in ways and
means of implementing resolutions - remains firmly fixed in the mind of
a self-opinionated person. If progress is to be made, it must be done
on a compromising basis.

"Better is a poor and a wise child than an old and foolish king, who
will no more be admonished" (4:13). But the young ruler or manager
should remember that, though his views were popularly acclaimed at the
beginning, in the end his policies and projects may be rejected in
favor of his successor or "the second child" (4:13-16).

Returning to a Season and a Time to Every Purpose (3:1-8)

To everything there is a season and a time for every purpose under heaven
(3:1). There is nothing permanent in this world of ours. The only changeless
thing we can be sure of is change.

- a time to be born, and a time to die.
The cycle has been set for every person. There is a rise and fall, a flow
and ebb, the beginning and the end. After that, a supernal recycling:
"Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was, and the spirit shall
return unto God who gave it" (12:7; Daniel 12,2-3, Matthew 25:46; John
10:28; 1 John 2:25; Jude 21).

- a time to be born.
Human life begins at conception. The embryo is potentially a full-blown
human being, though in microscopic form.. All the parts required to form a
normal adult are resident in the impregnated ovum, plus the propelling force
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which tells each part where to go and what to form. Nothing is added from the
outside to make human the embryo and, three months later, the fetus. It is a
human being from the very start. Let it alone "in the nest uDder its mother's
heart" and, after ten lunar months, a babe is born.

- a time to die.
The wheel comes full circle, "for we are strangers before thee, and
sojourners, as were all our fathers: our days on the earth are as a shadow,
and there is none abiding" (I Chronicles 29:15; Psalm 39:4-6). "For here we
have no continuing city, but we seek one to come" (Hebrews 13:14). And in
that holy city, new Jerusalem, "God shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes; and there shall be no more death" (Revelation 21:2-5).

- a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted.
Every farmer knows that. So does everyone who cultivates a kitchen garden.
Seedtime and harvest follow one upon the other according to the rainbow
promise (Genesis 8:22).

- a time to kill, and a time to heal.
The controversial question of capital punishment comes to mind. Punishment
must fit the crime, as indicated by the Mosaic standard in Exodus 21:23-25.
A misdemeanor is not to be punished with the penalty reserved for a felony,
nor vice versa. The court is not a psychiatric rehabilitation center but an
enforcer of law. "Thou shalt not kill" is the law of God and society.
"IWhoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the
image of God made he man" (Genesis 9:6; Exodus 21:12-14).

In times of grave or terminal diseases it is important to remember that God
gave life and it's up to Him to recall it. This fact, however, does not
exclude attempts to prolong life through the surgical and medical skills of
doctors. Jesus prolonged life through His miracles of healing. He even
brought back to life the daughter of Jairus, the son of the widowed mother
of Nain, and His friend Lazarus.

- a time to break down, and a time to build up.
America is much given to tearing down the old and erecting the new. The
inner city deteriorated; so Detroit tore down the old and replaced it with
the Renaissance Center. Madison Square Garden is to be "broken down"; ies
time to "build up" a skyscraper OR that valuable piece of real estate.

- a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance.
A work of art treats of light and dark. This technique is called
"chiaroscuro", which literally means clear-obscure. That's how life is a
combination of bright scenes interwoven with shadows. Jesus said, "In the
world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer: I have overcome the
world" (John 16:33). Paul and Barnabas emphatically stated the "we must
through much tribulation enter the kingdom of God" (Acts 14:22).

Looking at the other side of the coin; there are very many bright days as we
travel through this world to eternity. "A time to laugh, and a time to
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dance." Life's picture usually contains more light than shadows. An
Octogenarian had this inscription above his hearth: "I am an old man and bave had
many troubles, but most of them never happened." Count your blessings! The Lord
has the unique power "to give beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the
garments of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that•••the Lord might be
glorified" (Isaiah 61 :3).

- a time to cast stones, and a time to gather stones together.
The early New Englanders spent much time getting rid of the stones which
cluttered their fields. They cast them away in a most practical fashion,
gathered into stone fences.

- a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing.
To quote from the Pulpit Commentary: "There are times when one may give
himself to the delight of love and friendship, and times when such
distractions would be incongruous, unseasonable, as on solemn, penitential
occasions."

- a time to get and a time to lose; a time to keep and a time to cast away.
There is nothing wrong about getting all you can, just so it is in an
honest, upright fashion, without injury to others, and administered in a
conscientious way, as behooves a Christian steward. The prime purpose of
acquiring more is to be in a position to give away ("cast away") for the
propagation of the Gospel and the undergirding of educational, social, and
charitable causes. "Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through
nor steal: for where your treasure is, there will your heart be alsolt

(Matthew 6:20-21). The only thing you can take with you out of this world
is what you have given away to church and charity.

- a time to rend, and a time to sew.
The time comes when clothes are outworn and should be torn into cleaning
rags or worked into patch quilts. The time comes, too, when a "stitCh in
time saves nine." Ours is a throw-away society. Rather, recycle through
Thrift Shops whatever is still usable.

- a time to keep silence, and a time to speak.
An old adage has it, "Children should be seen but not heard."

"Even a fool, when he holdeth his peace, is counted wise: and he that
shutteth his lips is esteemed a man of understanding" (Proverbs 1'1:28).

Contrariwise, "A man hath joy by the answer of his mouth: and a word spoken
in due season, how good it is!" (Proverbs 15:23). "What a joy it is to find
just the right word for the right occasion!" TEY.

An old copybook demanded that the children write twenty times these words:
"Speech is silver; silence is golden."

-5- Ecclesiastes - Chapters 3 and 4
Lesson 3

dance." Life's picture usually contains more light than shadows. An
Octogenarian had this inscription above his hearth: "I am an old man and bave had
many troubles, but most of them never happened." Count your blessings! The Lord
has the unique power "to give beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the
garments of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that•••the Lord might be
glorified" (Isaiah 61 :3).

- a time to cast stones, and a time to gather stones together.
The early New Englanders spent much time getting rid of the stones which
cluttered their fields. They cast them away in a most practical fashion,
gathered into stone fences.

- a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing.
To quote from the Pulpit Commentary: "There are times when one may give
himself to the delight of love and friendship, and times when such
distractions would be incongruous, unseasonable, as on solemn, penitential
occasions."

- a time to get and a time to lose; a time to keep and a time to cast away.
There is nothing wrong about getting all you can, just so it is in an
honest, upright fashion, without injury to others, and administered in a
conscientious way, as behooves a Christian steward. The prime purpose of
acquiring more is to be in a position to give away ("cast away") for the
propagation of the Gospel and the undergirding of educational, social, and
charitable causes. "Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through
nor steal: for where your treasure is, there will your heart be alsolt

(Matthew 6:20-21). The only thing you can take with you out of this world
is what you have given away to church and charity.

- a time to rend, and a time to sew.
The time comes when clothes are outworn and should be torn into cleaning
rags or worked into patch quilts. The time comes, too, when a "stitCh in
time saves nine." Ours is a throw-away society. Rather, recycle through
Thrift Shops whatever is still usable.

- a time to keep silence, and a time to speak.
An old adage has it, "Children should be seen but not heard."

"Even a fool, when he holdeth his peace, is counted wise: and he that
shutteth his lips is esteemed a man of understanding" (Proverbs 1'1:28).

Contrariwise, "A man hath joy by the answer of his mouth: and a word spoken
in due season, how good it is!" (Proverbs 15:23). "What a joy it is to find
just the right word for the right occasion!" TEY.

An old copybook demanded that the children write twenty times these words:
"Speech is silver; silence is golden."



-6- Ecclesiastes - Chapters 3 and 4
Lesson 3

- a time to love, and a time to hate.
The proper motivation for serving others is love; love of Christ and love of
people. How about "hate"? Is there a place for that? Certainly. We have,
or should hate sin. Jesus never hated the sinner, but He hated sin. We
hate, or should hate, pollution in air, water and earth, and the wanton
killing of wildlife. This planet is the only spaceship we have. We had
better keep it shipshape.

However, we love the good as enumerated by Micah 6:8; "to do justly, and to
love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God."

a time of war, and a time of peace.
"War is one of the constants of history, and has not diminished with
civilization or democracy. In the last 3,421 years of recorded history only
268 have seen no war••• "The causes of war are the same as the causes of
competition among individuals: acquisitiveness, pugnacity, and pride; the
desire for goods, land, materials, fuel, mastery." (Will and Ariel Durant,
The Lessons of History.)

A time to engage in war, hellish though it be, is in order to preserve our
values of "life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness" - that is a
justifiable war. Worse than death is slavery to a ruthless foe. Solomon
expands upon this thought in Ecclesiastes 4:1-3.

The prospect of a holocaust is so grim and ghastly that, for the time being,
leaders of nations may be counted on to exercise uncommon common sense,
resort to dialogue instead of mutual suicide, and seek to bring about at
least a semblance of peace.

Our greatest concern must be, as always: Are we at peace with God? "We
believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be
saved•••" (Acts 15:11). "The Lord will give strength unto his people; the
Lord will bless his people with peace" (Psalm 29:11).
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Ecclesiastes - Chapters 5 and 6
Lesson 3

LIVING WAY BIBLE STUDY

PERSONAL APPLICATION

Praise be to you, my Lord and God, for all your blessings given to me and
mine in this earthly life: for the privilege of worshiping you in freedom
and beauty of holiness; for the opportunity of helping extend your kingdom
of grace; for the ability of sharing your bounty with others less
fortunate than I. Especially for the spiritual blessing of knowing you
the only true God and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. Amen.

Ecclesiastes 5:1-8

1. Three exhortations are given in verses 1-3. Which two verses tell us not to
be a chatterbox? v. v.
Whfch verse tells us to listen attentively while in church? v.

2. If you made a pledge before God, say, to quit smoking, what does He
naturally expect of you?

3. Why is the principle of "equality before law" not always practiced by those
in authority?

Ecclesiastes 5:9-20

4. On what level is a king no more independent than any subject of his?

5. Why is wealth by itself not a sure-fire guarantee for happiness and peace of
mind? -------------------------------

6. A shockingly large segment of humanity dies of starvation each year. The
Haves contribute, according to ability, interest, and compassion, to
the hungry Have-nots. They usually do so through agencies set up for
local and world relief. For which fundamental blessings, "Which God
giveth," ought the Haves be truly thankful?

7. Why need not a faithful worker feel guilty over his growing prosperity?

8. What motivates a Christian to give to the Lord - first himself and then his
time, talents, tissue, and treasure? (Galatians 2:20)
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9. You can't get ahead of God in your Christian giving. As a North Dakota
farmer stated, "I shovel a shovel-full of wheat into God's bin and He
shovels a shovel-full back again. But He has a bigger shovel." How did
Jesus expand on this promise ? (Luke 6:38)

10. Many blessings, especially spiritual, descend on those who bring tithes
into the Lord's storehouse. What does the last of the Old Testament
prophets have to say on this matter? (Malachi 3:10)

ll. What gratification does a generous giver experience as he looks back on his
life of sharing?

Ecclesiastes 6:1-12

12. A person may abound in "riches, wealth, and honor" and yet feel quite
frustrated. Why? ---------------------------

13. What advantage does the stillborn babe have over the perennial complainer
who frets over how bad everything is?

14. What attitude should you cultivate because you are, by grace through faith
in Christ, an adopted member of God's holy family, an heir of life and
salvation?

Philippians 4:4
1 Thessalonians 5:16
Isaiah 61:10
Jeremiah 15:16
1 Peter 1:8 ---------------------------
Psalm 5:11
Ecclesiastes-"""':5:-:~1-=9----------------------------

15. Life is short, but each morning ushers in the first day of the rest of our
life. Live one day at a time. Take no anxious thought for the morrow
(Matthew 6:34). How does Solomon describe the brevity and
indefiniteness of life "under the sun"?

16. Which are some of the religious, educational, and humanitarian causes you
usually remember with contributions?

17. In view of the many requests with which you and everybody else are being
bombarded these days, how do you select your choice of beneficiaries? Which
institutions, agencies, and causes should, in your opinion, receive
priority?

LIVING WAY BIBLE STUDY,
(PLEASE OBSERV"T1ErrlC"fiO,..,Pn"Y'll"'ftRT.IG....HrTT~~RI'rr.fE..,..S'm"rR'n""n'IC,.,'I'IT1'II7"O....NT"ES.----~117l9.-n8-""-8)

-2- Ecclesiastes - Chapters 5 and 6
Lesson 3

9. You can't get ahead of God in your Christian giving. As a North Dakota
farmer stated, "I shovel a shovel-full of wheat into God's bin and He
shovels a shovel-full back again. But He has a bigger shovel." How did
Jesus expand on this promise ? (Luke 6:38)

10. Many blessings, especially spiritual, descend on those who bring tithes
into the Lord's storehouse. What does the last of the Old Testament
prophets have to say on this matter? (Malachi 3:10)

ll. What gratification does a generous giver experience as he looks back on his
life of sharing?

Ecclesiastes 6:1-12

12. A person may abound in "riches, wealth, and honor" and yet feel quite
frustrated. Why? ---------------------------

13. What advantage does the stillborn babe have over the perennial complainer
who frets over how bad everything is?

14. What attitude should you cultivate because you are, by grace through faith
in Christ, an adopted member of God's holy family, an heir of life and
salvation?

Philippians 4:4
1 Thessalonians 5:16
Isaiah 61:10
Jeremiah 15:16
1 Peter 1:8 ---------------------------
Psalm 5:11
Ecclesiastes-"""':5:-:~1-=9----------------------------

15. Life is short, but each morning ushers in the first day of the rest of our
life. Live one day at a time. Take no anxious thought for the morrow
(Matthew 6:34). How does Solomon describe the brevity and
indefiniteness of life "under the sun"?

16. Which are some of the religious, educational, and humanitarian causes you
usually remember with contributions?

17. In view of the many requests with which you and everybody else are being
bombarded these days, how do you select your choice of beneficiaries? Which
institutions, agencies, and causes should, in your opinion, receive
priority?

LIVING WAY BIBLE STUDY,
(PLEASE OBSERV"T1ErrlC"fiO,..,Pn"Y'll"'ftRT.IG....HrTT~~RI'rr.fE..,..S'm"rR'n""n'IC,.,'I'IT1'II7"O....NT"ES.----~117l9.-n8-""-8)


