
A N A ME TO USE
Names are handles by which we make connections. “What’s your name?” 
is one of the first questions we ask as we form a relationship. If I know 
your name, I can get ahold of you. A business card with an individual or 
company name is an invitation to call that name for help.

Ancient people took names even more seriously than we do. The name 
was inseparable from the person and his power. When the patriarch 
Jacob wrestled a powerful, but unknown stranger at the ford of the 
Jabbok, each asked the other’s name. Jacob wanted a blessing from his 
divine opponent. When asked “What is your name?” Jacob declared it. 
The stranger, on the other hand, refused to reveal his identity, though 
Jacob guessed it (“I have seen God”). Though He did not disclose His 
“whole self,” the stranger gave Jacob both a blessing and a new name 
— Israel (Gen. 32:24–30).

Jesus made it clear that He wanted His name to be used by His followers. 
He promised, “Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do” (John 14:13). 
Not only His power, but His very presence would be available through His 
name: “Where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among 
them” (Matt. 18:20). For that reason we begin our worship gatherings 
in His name, and we rejoice that His “whole self” is present with us. We 
often end our prayers “in Jesus’ name,” confident that He will hear and 
help. “All hail the power of Jesus’ name!”

At the beginning of Acts, Jesus ascends into heaven, but the apostles 
have His name. It is more than His business card. Here in Chapter 3 it is 
the means by which Jesus continues the healing, saving work He “began 
to do” (1:1) in the Gospel of Luke, as Peter explains to the astonished 
onlookers at a healing. Jesus Himself is there and at work as the 
apostles use His name.
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“I N T H E NA ME OF JESUS…WA LK !” 
acts 3:1–10
Jesus had promised the Twelve that “whoever 
believes in me will also do the works that I do” 
(John 14:12). This chapter reads like a fulfillment 
of those words. The individual who dominates 
the first twelve chapters of Acts is Peter, the 
spokesman on Pentecost. Here we see him paired 
with John, the “disciple whom Jesus loved” (John 
13:23). In the Gospels they had been a trio with 
John’s brother James, although once Jesus sent 
the two, Peter and John, to prepare the Passover 
meal in that first upper room (Luke 22:8). But 
James plays no role in Acts and meets an early 
death at the hands of Herod (12:2). Surprisingly, 
no others of the Twelve are even mentioned in 
the whole of Acts!

The drama in Chapter 3 began on what seemed 
an ordinary day. The two apostles made the short 
journey they had taken countless times before: 
“Peter and John were going up to the temple at 
the hour of prayer” (v. 1). It was three o’clock in 
the afternoon, the appointed time for observant 
Jews to walk to the temple for prayers. It was 
also the time when the Levites began making 
preparation for the “evening sacrifice” of a lamb 
(Ex. 29:39), which would be offered at twilight.

They approached the “Beautiful Gate,” otherwise 
known as the Nicanor Gate, at the east entrance 
between the court of the Gentiles and the court 
of the women. There they had an encounter like 
some of us have at intersections and freeway 
exits in our day. They met a man begging for 
money. The temple was a natural place for 
beggars to position themselves, for almsgiving 
was a religious act the Law of Moses decreed 
was incumbent on pious Jews (Deut. 15:11). 
Jesus Himself had reminded them shortly before 
His death, “you always have the poor with you” 
(Matt. 26:11).

The appearance of a man “lame from birth,” 
carried there by friends, reminds us of similar 
encounters in the gospels. In his account, Luke 
records the day a paralytic was lowered through 
the roof to Jesus by his friends and healed (Luke 
5:18–26). John Himself narrates the healing of an 
invalid in Jerusalem at the Pool of Bethesda (John 
5:1–8). In those stories the invalids’ appearance 
is a kind of “interruption.” In Luke 5, Jesus was 
busy teaching. In John 5, He is on His way to keep 
a festival in Jerusalem. Here in Acts 3, Peter and 
John are on their way to prayers. In every case, 
the lame man receives individual attention and 
a brief conversation. In each story, there finally 
comes a command. “Rise, pick up your bed and 
go home” (Luke 5:24). “Get up, take up your bed, 
and walk” (John 5:8). Now it is Peter’s turn to 
speak the healing words.

But there is one significant difference. Peter uses 
the name of Jesus. “In the name of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth, rise up and walk!” (v. 6). The words 
are accompanied by a simple act of the apostle. 
“He took him by the right hand and raised him 
up” (v. 7), a particularly personal gesture of 
loving care. Was he remembering the day Jesus 
had administered such a touch to Peter’s own 
mother-in-law (Matt. 8:15)? Could he still see in 
his mind’s eye the moment when Jesus reached 
out and took the hand of Jairus’ daughter (Mark 
5:37–42, a miracle witnessed by Peter, James, 
and John)? Whether consciously or not, Peter 
is doing what Jesus had done. The ministry of 
Jesus was continuing through him, with the 
same result: “Immediately his feet and ankles 
were made strong. And leaping up he stood and 
began to walk, and entered the temple with them, 
walking and leaping and praising God” (vv. 7–8). 
The healing of the lame is evidence of God’s 
action to deliver His people (Is. 35), a sign of the 
arrival of the Messiah Jesus quotes to John the 
Baptist’s disciples (Luke 7:22).
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The story reminds us powerfully that the ministry of the risen Lord continues now in our 
own time. The Church still meets the poor, the blind, the lame, and the disheartened. Those 
meetings, while they sometimes feel like “interruptions,” are opportunities for us to say and 
do love. The Church is still the hands and voice of Jesus bringing healing that is physical, 
emotional, and spiritual. It may happen in a hospital emergency room under the hand of 
a skilled surgeon. It may happen in a home setting through the calm voice of a Stephen 
minister, the anointing oil administered by an elder, or the listening ear of a pastor. We are 
in a world full of people who need healing. We still have the name of Jesus, and He still 
touches them through us, does He not?

JESUS IS T H E MESSI A H A N D T H E PROPH ET LI K E MOSES 
acts 3:11–26
The healing of the lame man had an immediate impact. The man once bed-ridden began 
“walking and leaping and praising God” through the gate into the temple court (v. 8). To see 
this familiar beggar now fairly dancing for joy electrified the onlookers: “they were filled 
with wonder and amazement” (v. 10). As happened on Pentecost, a mind-boggling event 
gets the crowd’s attention and leads directly into an inspired speech by Peter. When they 
came running, he seized the moment to bear witness to the power of the risen Christ. The 
final 15 verses of Chapter 3 summarize this second Christian sermon.

The sermon’s setting is Solomon’s Colonnade, an elaborate porch on the east end of the 
temple complex, graced with 27-foot stone columns and a roof of cedar beams. Jesus 
Himself had come to the very spot during the Feast of Dedication and spoken to a crowd 
about His identity as Messiah and Son of God (John 10:22–39), an incident that nearly got 
him arrested. Now Peter boldly makes the same claim about Him, with the result that he and 
John are arrested and brought before the Sanhedrin, the same body that condemned Jesus 
to death. What a dramatic change there has been in Peter, who on that night only months 
before had three times denied he knew Jesus! Cowardice has become courage.

What Peter said on Pentecost he now repeats. The story of Jesus has followed a simple 
dramatic sequence, as laid out in both sermons:

in acts 2

“you crucified and killed [Him]” (v. 23)

“God raised him up” (v. 24)

“of that we all are witnesses” (v. 32)

in acts 3

“you killed the Author of life” (v. 15)

“God raised from the dead” (v. 15)

“To this we are witnesses” (v. 15)
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The breath-taking summary in both places is that Jesus 
is the Jews’ long-awaited Messiah (Greek “Christ”). 
“God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus 
whom you crucified” (2:36). Here again Peter proclaims 
Jesus’ true identity: “What God foretold by the mouth 
of all the prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus 
fulfilled” (3:18). This time he adds a wondrous promise, 
that one day God will “send the Christ appointed for 
you” (v. 20).

Here as earlier, Scripture is again utilized to buttress the 
preacher’s claims. At Pentecost, two lengthy citations 
of prophetic words explained the disciples’ tongue-
speaking and the certain necessity of the resurrection 
of Jesus. Here again Peter uses two quotes, albeit 
shorter ones. He cites Deuteronomy 18:15, where 
Moses promises the people a “prophet like me,” and 
commands them to “listen to him” (vv. 22–23). He also 
reminds the listeners of their own identity as “sons of 
… the covenant” (Hebrew for “sons of the covenant” 
is b’nai berith) as he quotes Genesis 12:3, the original 
covenant promise to Abraham.

It is striking that the word “prophet” (or “prophets”) 
occurs six times in nine verses. The two uses of the 
word in the singular (from the Deut. 18 quote) refer to 
Jesus Himself. The four plural references denote the 
Old Testament prophets, who as a body bear a witness 
to the Gospel. Peter here simply alludes to the prophetic 
witness, but the prophet Isaiah later becomes the 
subject of discussion between Philip and the Ethiopian 
eunuch (8:32–35). In these early years of the church, 
Christian preachers became adept at using the Old 
Testament to preach the Gospel, a skill that pastors 
today would do well to recall.

I N V I TAT ION TO R EPEN TA NCE 
A N D R E FR ESH MEN T 
acts 3:17–26
A good sermon “afflicts the comfortable” (the Law) and 
then “comforts the afflicted” (the Gospel). Peter has 
indicted the listeners for the murder of “the Author of 
life” (v. 15). Now he begins to offer them the Gospel’s 
comfort. He points to the healing of the lame man as 
Exhibit A. Do you see, he asks the crowd, what the 

name of Jesus has granted to one who trusted in Him? 
“Perfect health in the presence of you all” (v. 16). What 
this man received you can have too!

As if already anticipating their acceptance of his 
message, Peter calls them “brothers” who “acted 
in ignorance” (v. 17). Peter has the same spirit as 
Jesus, who on the cross prayed forgiveness for his 
killers: “forgive them, for they know not what they 
do” (a prayer recorded only by Luke in 23:34!). The 
forgiveness Jesus asked for is now offered by Peter to 
his hearers: “Repent therefore, and turn again, that your 
sins may be blotted out, that times of refreshing may 
come from the presence of the Lord” (vv. 19–20).

Jesus, he tells them, is not physically among us, but 
in heaven, “until the time for restoring” (v. 21). The 
Greek word translated “restoring” is apokatastasis, a 
technical term describing the re-creation of conditions 
in Paradise Eden, the same word the disciples had 
used in 1:6 when they asked Jesus, “Will you at this 
time restore the kingdom to Israel?” Ah, not yet! There 
is work to be done, a life-giving message to preach, a 
“turning” from wickedness (v. 26) that will allow many 
to be what God intended them to be — “sons…of the 
covenant” (v. 25). There is a world to be won. Then at 
last the Christ will return (v. 20).

The preaching we see in Acts became the pattern for 
Christian sermons in the centuries that followed. The 
honest confrontation of sin, the command to repent, 
the proclamation of the life, death, and resurrection 
of Jesus, and the offer of forgiveness all have roots 
here as the apostles obeyed the command of Jesus 
they heard before His ascension “that repentance and 
forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to 
all nations” (Luke 24:47).

Peter’s sermon that day, as on Pentecost, had a 
profound impact. “Many of those who had heard the 
word believed, and the number of men came to about 
five thousand” (4:4). The name of Jesus brought 
blessing to those who believed. As we shall soon see in 
our next lesson, it also aroused hostility.
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PE R SO NA L A PPLIC AT ION 
acts 4:1–37

Sovereign Lord, bless the study of Your Word I now undertake. Make me a 
willing witness, and enable me to face hostility with boldness and good cheer. Fill 

me with Your Holy Spirit and the joy He gives! In Jesus’ name. Amen.
Review
1. What discoveries have you made in the first four lessons of this course?

2. List the recurring emphases in Peter’s first two sermons in Acts.

Acts 4:1–12
3. What’s the toughest thing that ever happened to you because of your faith?

4. Peter and John are brought before the Sanhedrin. What familiar leaders are in attendance? Review John 
18:19–24 and Matt. 26:57–68. How would you characterize their treatment of Jesus?

5. With what question does the interview of Peter and John begin? Are they seeking information or trying to 
intimidate the apostles?

6. Peter is “filled with the Holy Spirit” (v. 8). When are you most aware of the Holy Spirit in you?

a) In church

b) Reading the Bible

c) Speaking to others about Jesus

d) In prayer

e) While singing

f) I’m never aware of the Spirit in 
my life

7. What part of his sermon at the temple does Peter repeat? What passage of Scripture does he cite? In Matt. 
21:42–46, Jesus uses the same quote. To whom? What reaction does he get?

Acts 4:13–22
8. What quality of character did the authorities observe in Peter and John? What do they see has produced it?

9. Why does it matter that the lame man now healed is in attendance (v. 14)?

10. The authorities admit that a “notable sign” has been performed, but they remain opposed to Jesus and His 
message. Is there someone you know who exhibits stubborn opposition like this? Was there a time when you did?

LWBS26
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11. Compare vv. 19–20 with 5:29. Can you think of situations in our day when Christians have been confronted 
with the option of disobeying the authorities because of their spiritual convictions? Have you faced such a 
situation?

Acts 4:23–31
12. Upon the return of the apostles, the group’s first reaction is to pray, unlike the Sanhedrin, which chooses to 

“confer” with one another (v. 15). When we, as families or congregations, face some thorny issue, what’s 
our first reaction?

13. Compare the believers’ prayer in this section to Hezekiah’s prayer in Is. 37:14–20. List the similarities. Any 
significant differences?

14. What Scripture do they cite in the prayer? How does it relate to the issue they face?

15. What did they ask for themselves? What might we ask in the same circumstances? How is the prayer 
answered?

Acts 4:32–37
16. The believers were “of one heart and soul” (v. 32). With what sort of group have you had the greatest sense 

of unity?

17. How does the description of the church’s life together in these verses compare to the description in 2:42–
47? What is stressed here?

18. Who is “Barnabas”? Does anything surprise you about his description?

19. Is there anything in this chapter you feel today’s church needs particularly to heed?

Memory Challenge
Review what you have learned thus far.

A C T S  4 : 1 – 3 7

MichaeL KaSting 27

4


	Text23: 
	0: 
	1: 
	2: 
	3: 
	4: 

	Check Box24: 
	0: 
	0: Off
	1: Off
	2: Off

	1: 
	0: Off
	1: Off
	2: Off


	Text25: 
	0: 
	1: 
	2: 
	3: 

	Text26: 
	0: 
	1: 
	2: 
	3: 
	4: 
	5: 
	6: 
	7: 
	8: 



