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R E ME MB ER I NG A J O U R N EY
The family came home from a long trip. It was everything they hoped and 
more. They had fun at the beach, visited the grandparents’ homestead, 
and rode the rides at Disneyland. They played games in the car, had 
popcorn in the motel, and saw three coyotes in a field. They met a 
clown and a man hiking across the country with his dog. Part of the fun 
afterward was scrolling through the pictures they took, remembering the 
trip, and laughing together. Part was telling someone else what they did 
and how it felt. The world felt a little bigger and more interesting now! 
They had all matured, and their family bond was closer.

We’ve just completed a long trip through one of the great books in the 
Bible. We have traveled some ancient roads around the Mediterranean, 
met memorable characters (sorcerers, angels, Roman soldiers, and a 
tyrant king), listened in on sermons, debates, and tongue-speaking, and 
felt the joys, fears, and sorrows of some dramatic moments (miraculous 
rescues, a shipwreck and two stonings). What a journey it has been!

Let’s take time to reflect on the reading we did, the questions we 
struggled to answer, the class discussions, and the prayers we prayed. 
What pictures will stay in our heads? What will we tell others? What 
will we think, say, and do as a result of our study? How will it affect our 
spiritual “family bond”?

Acts
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T H E T R I P I T I N ER A RY
Here is the progression of the places we 
traveled and the lessons in each one:

TRIP OVERVIEW AND PLANNING

Lesson 1 - “Most Excellent Theophilus”

IN JERUSALEM

Lesson 2 - “Watching and Waiting” 
(Selection of Matthias)

Lesson 3 - “Day of Wind and Fire” (Spirit 
outpoured at Pentecost)

Lesson 4 - “In the Name of Jesus” (Lame 
man healed at Temple)

Lesson 5 - “Threats, Courage, and 
Community” (Threats by 
Sanhedrin)

Lesson 6 - “The Baby Church Is Tested” 
(Arrest of apostles)

Lesson 7 - “The Magnificent Seven” 
(Stephen martyred)

IN JUDEA AND SAMARIA

Lesson 8 - “Church Scattered, Gospel 
Spread” (Samaritan Pentecost)

Lesson 9 - “A Conversion That Changed the 
World” (Saul’s conversion on 
the Damascus Road)

Lesson 10 - “A Boundary Crossed” 
(Cornelius at Caesarea)

Lesson 11 - “God’s Hand Strengthens and 
Saves” (Peter’s rescue by angel)

IN CYPRUS AND ASIA MINOR

Lesson 12 - “Mission Journeys Launched” 
(Out to Cyprus and Antioch)

Lesson 13 - “The First Journey Completed” 
(Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe)

BACK TO JERUSALEM

Lesson 14 - “The Council in Jerusalem” 
(Decision on the Gentiles)

INTO EUROPE

Lesson 15 - “The Gospel Comes to Europe” 
(Lydia converted in Macedonia)

Lesson 16 - “Journey Two: Thessalonica, 
Berea, Athens” (Into Greece)

Lesson 17 - “Ministry Partnership in 
Corinth” (Paul’s team in Corinth)

Lesson 18 - “A Long Stay in Ephesus” (Back 
to Asia Minor)

Lesson 19 - “A Tearful Farewell” (Mission 
journeys end)

BACK TO JERUSALEM

Lesson 20 - “A Prophecy and an Arrest” 
(Paul arrested in Jerusalem)

Lesson 21 - “Testimony in Jerusalem” 
(Paul’s defense before the 
Jews)

IN CAESAREA

Lesson 22 - “Imprisonment in Caesarea” 
(Before Governor Felix)

Lesson 23 - “The Appeal to Caesar” (Before 
Governor Festus)

Lesson 24 - “Testimony Before the King” 
(Before King Agrippa)

ON THE MEDITERRANEAN

Lesson 25 - “Storm and Shipwreck” (Sailing 
west to Rome)

ROME AT LAST!

Lesson 26 - “The Prisoner Preaches in 
Rome” (Arrival and ministry 
there)
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EXPLOR I NG W H AT W E’ V E LE A R N ED
What have I learned about the geography 
and travel described in Acts that deepens my 
appreciation for the story of the early church?

The Book of Acts takes us to an array of 
fascinating places. Let’s highlight some of them 
and what’s of interest there.

Jerusalem – the “city at the center of 
history,” still one of the most discussed (and 
fought over) pieces of real estate on earth. 
It’s the holy city to three of the world’s great 
religions. Some have visited the earthly city. 
All believers have a “place prepared” in the 
heavenly one!

Damascus – world’s oldest continuously-
inhabited city. Where Saul’s life made the 
great turn from persecutor to missionary.

Antioch – population 500,000, the third-
largest city in the Roman Empire! Believers 
first called “Christians” there. “Sending” 
center for Gentile mission.

Athens – cultural heart of the Greek world. 
There Paul faced off against both idolatry 
and human philosophy.

Rome – the largest city and capital of 
Roman Empire. Its population at the time 
exceeded one million, and more than half 
were slaves! Its laws and army shaped the 
New Testament world. It was Paul’s goal, the 
target at which all of Acts is aiming.

We could list other places too, including 
Caesarea, Cyprus, Corinth, Ephesus, Philippi, 
Lystra, Malta, and more. And we could zoom in 
on the “places within the places,” like the upper 
room in Jerusalem, the beach at Miletus, the 
jail at Philippi, the audience hall at Caesarea, 
the home of Publius on Malta, and Paul’s rented 
quarters in Rome.

Such places help us appreciate the sheer size 
and diversity of the world the infant church was 
called to reach. The distance from Jerusalem to 
Rome is about 1,500 miles. Missionaries had no 
air travel, nor automobiles, but traveled mostly 
on foot or by ship. They had no electronic 
communications – only letters and messengers. 
Yet they, by persistence and hard work, 
managed to bring the Gospel to Rome and plant 
a congregation there in less than 30 years.

What’s more, we’ve read about the cultural and 
religious challenges the church faced, no less 
daunting than those in our contemporary world. 
There were religions galore – the Judaism 
that mostly opposed the early missionaries, 
the superstitions of sorcerers like Elymas, the 
pantheon of Greek and Roman gods like Zeus 
and Hermes, and the growing cult of emperor 
worship. There were Stoic and Epicurean 
philosophers (and others) who debated with 
Paul at Athens. Paul demonstrates how we must 
tailor our message to our audiences.

Missionaries had no air travel, nor automobiles, but traveled mostly on 
foot or by ship. They had no electronic communications – only letters and 
messengers. Yet they, by persistence and hard work, managed to bring the 

Gospel to Rome and plant a congregation there in less than 30 years.
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What discoveries have I made in Acts about the culture of Rome and its impact on 
Christianity?

The drama of Acts, indeed the whole New Testament, unfolds on a Roman stage.

At every turn, we meet Roman military and governmental officials – centurions, 
tribunes, procurators, and emperors. In those early days, they served mostly to protect 
the church and its missionaries. More than once Paul was rescued by Roman soldiers. 
Because of his Roman citizenship, the Roman justice system protected him from being 
lynched by his enemies during his long imprisonment, and it granted him the privilege 
of defending himself, which opened opportunities for his witness. The kindnesses of 
Claudius Lysias and Julius proved especially helpful to Paul along the way.

Roman roads, we pointed out often, made travel more swift and the “Roman peace” 
made it more safe than it had ever been. The edict of one Roman emperor propelled 
Joseph and Mary to Bethlehem for a census, and the edict of another drove Priscilla 
and Aquila out of Rome and into an encounter with Paul.

Archeological discoveries of Roman artifacts like inscriptions on public buildings and 
letter fragments such as the “Gallio Inscription” have helped us with biblical chronology 
and the understanding of Roman laws and governmental structure as these are 
reflected in the stories in Acts.

What discoveries have I made about the way early Christians preached and witnessed?

It’s an education to read the sermons and speeches of Peter, Stephen, and Paul.

One is struck by the centrality of Jesus’ death and, even more pointedly, His 
resurrection. One wonders if our preaching ought to give more space, or more “weight,” 
to the implications of the resurrection. Another striking observation is the use of the Old 
Testament. Granted, it was the only “Bible” they had at the time, and it is used more 
with Jewish audiences familiar with it. This writer is convinced, after listening to many 
sermons, that we could and should utilize the witness of the Old Testament more than 
we do, especially since our hearers are far more literate than people in Paul’s day and 
have the whole Bible at their disposal.

The chief observation about the witnessing of Christians in Acts is simply that they 
did it! In 8:4 (NIV), we read that “those who had been scattered preached the word 
wherever they went.” The reference is to all “except the apostles” (v. 1)!
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Has the church become an army that expects 
the officers (pastors and other leaders) to do all 
the fighting while the rest of us cheer them on? 
Admittedly, we are given little information about 
the substance of the witness made by the early 
believers. “The word” about Christ is surely what 
they told others. It appears that sometimes (as 
with Apollos and the disciples of John in Ephesus) 
their theology was incomplete. In each case, 
wiser folks like Priscilla, Aquila and Paul patiently 
brought them up to speed, and they kept at it. 
Would that more of us would share what we 
already know about the Lord!

What examples of faith and obedience have I 
seen in the characters in Acts that I would like to 
imitate?

Acts is full to overflowing with interesting 
characters, and many have something to teach us 
by way of example. Among those who struck this 
writer:

Peter – in the Gospels, he is often the “speak 
first, think later” kind of fellow. In Acts, he 
shows himself not only bold, but willing to 
learn, as in the story of his vision on the 
rooftop at Joppa.

Paul – especially striking to this writer is 
his bravery in the face of truly frightening 
enemies. Another humbling realization is the 
sheer hard work involved in his traveling and 
his “reasoning” with listeners morning till 
night. All of us, especially pastors, would do 
well to imitate his example.

Ananias of Damascus – his willingness to 
obey in the face of fear!

Barnabas – he lives out the meaning of his 
name, “the Encourager.” By his financial 
generosity, by his advocacy of Saul of Tarsus, 
and by his willingness later to play “second 

fiddle” and let Saul (Paul) take the lead.

The Jailer at Philippi – no dilly-dallying 
about this man! He gets to the important 
matter of faith and family immediately, that 
very night.

Priscilla and Aquila – here’s a model 
for married couples. We watch them work 
together as a team helping Paul, teaching 
Apollos, doing what’s needed. Makes me 
wonder if couples might draft their own 
“mission statements.”

Julius – though not a Christian, he is 
an example of the sort of extra kindness 
we could all perform for others. He also 
symbolizes the neighbors God places around 
us day by day, to whom we let our light shine, 
as did Paul.

Lydia – this woman impresses by her offer 
of the use of her home as the missionaries’ 
home base and meeting place for the 
fledgling congregation.

Eutychus and Rhoda – two “bit players” 
whose appearance reminds us that everyone 
has a role in God’s great story.

There are many, many more “faces in the crowd” 
in Acts. Who impresses you?

What lessons does Acts hold for today’s church? 
What do we need to hear and take to heart?

This question deserves serious consideration 
by all of us, particularly those in leadership 
positions. Luke’s frequent “progress reports” 
reveal that the infant church was undeniably 
blessed with astonishing growth in the face 
of many obstacles. The growth was more than 
simple numbers. There was growth in courage 
and faith. Most readers of Acts feel like saying, “I 
wish we had more of what they had!”
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So what is it that they had? Here’s a “starter 
list” for your consideration:

The heart of things was the message of Christ, 
not the survival of an institution. Get the 
message out, no matter what!

Prayer was vital to their common life. Over 
and over we witness the believers and leaders 
praying. No mere formula prayers, these!

They were “devoted” to worship (2:42) – the 
message and the meal – and did not mind 
staying far beyond the usual time to listen and 
learn (20:7ff.).

They employed a different way of choosing 
leaders – by lots, by prayerful consensus, 
by selection by other leaders. No mention of 
voting. Hmm.

The sense of unity trumped concern for 
individuality. Having all things “in common” 
(2:44) was one powerful way that played out.

They tackled problems honestly and head-on 
(the neglect of widows and the role of Gentiles 
being two shining examples). Nor did they 
delay. They got to it.

The Holy Spirit is mentioned frequently, 
powerfully. We would do well to listen more 
prayerfully for the Spirit’s direction and obey 
His promptings.

Doubtless as you read through Acts, there 
were other elements of their common life 
that impressed you as worthy of imitation. It 
would be interesting to share your discoveries 
in class with some of the leaders of your 
congregation (prayerfully and humbly, yes?).

Reflect on Paul’s JOURNEYS. How would I 
describe my own journey since I became God’s 
child?

What PART is the Holy Spirit leading me to play 
in the church today?

These two questions, of course, you must 
answer for yourself. It is a salutary thing 
to stop and reflect on the journey you have 
taken and the moments that have mattered 
in shaping you. It appears that Luke kept a 
journal during his travels with Paul. A daily 
(or weekly) journal might be a real blessing to 
help us ponder God’s work in ourlives. Such a 
journal might also bless our families, especially 
the children and grandchildren and prove 
another way to “pass the baton” to them.

A certain district president known to this writer 
made it his practice to read a chapter of Acts 
in sequence every day of his tenure – which 
took him through the book once a month. After 
being a parish pastor, he wanted this book to 
give him a “bigger vision” in his work with 
the district. He told me, “Whenever I finished 
Acts, which ends so abruptly, I always felt like I 
wanted to help write Chapter 29!”

That’s a good way to conclude our study. 
Always it is fitting to ask, “Now what shall I do 
with what God has shown me?”  Acts 29 is still 
being written!

R E V I E W

LWBS196

27




