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Welcome to Living Stone!  We are glad you are here. Jesus Christ is THE Living Stone 

through whom we receive forgiveness, life, and salvation. Living Stone at St. Paul’s is another 
opportunity to gather for Word and Sacrament worship centered in Christ Jesus.  

A Brief Statement Concerning Holy Communion 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated every weekend at St. Paul’s in the confession and glad confidence 
that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but His very body and 
blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with 
one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set 
aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His 
death until He comes. Those who are not members of a Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
congregation and have not communed at St. Paul’s previously are asked to speak with a pastor 
prior to the service. Those who are of a different confession or are unsure about communing are 
invited to come forward during distribution, crossing their arms in the pattern of an “X” over 
their chest, and receive a blessing. For further study, see Matthew 5:23; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; 1 
Corinthians 11:17–34. 

Gluten-free wafers are available; please indicate your need to the Pastor. Non-alcoholic wine is 
available in the center of each tray. 

 

 

LIVING STONE WORSHIP 
 “The Third Sunday of Easter”  
Sunday, April 18, 2021 at 10:45 a.m. 

+ + + 

Prayer Before Worship            
Risen and ascended Lord, You have commanded us to preach repentance and forgiveness of sins to all nations. 
To fulfill this command, we ask You to clothe us with power from on high, Your Holy Spirit, that we may carry 
the message of Your resurrection to the ends of the earth; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Announcements 
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Opening Song “Holy is the Lord” 

Verse 

We stand and lift up our hands, 
For the joy of the Lord is our strength. 
We bow down and worship Him now. 
How great, how awesome is He.   

Chorus 

And together we sing, Ev'ryone sing.  
Holy is the Lord God Almighty. 
The earth is filled with His glory. 
Holy is the Lord God Almighty. 
The earth is filled with His glory. 
The earth is filled with His glory. 

Verse/Chorus 

Bridge 

It’s rising up all around. 
It's the anthem of the Lord's renown. (Repeat) 

Chorus 

And together we sing, Ev'ryone sing.  
Holy is the Lord God Almighty. 
The earth is filled with His glory. 
Holy is the Lord God Almighty. 
The earth is filled with His glory. 
Holy is the Lord God Almighty. 
The earth is filled with His glory. 
Holy is the Lord God Almighty. 
The earth is filled with His glory. 
The earth is filled with His glory.

                               CCLI Song # 4158039 | Chris Tomlin | Louie Giglio | © 2003 sixsteps Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) |worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com | CCLI License # 18594 

 

Invocation  

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 

Easter Greeting

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

Confession of Sins and Absolution 1 John 3:1; Psalm 30:4–5; 16:11b 

P “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and 
so we are.” Gracious Lord, by Your name You have called us Your own children, and we are to 
pray, praise, and give thanks to You. 

C Yet we often choose not to see the love You have given to us, letting other things of this world 
impede our vision of Your mercy and grace in Christ. We do not always live as You have called us 
to be as Your children. 

 
P We confess our sins to God in repentance, turning from those things that lead us away, turning 

back to You in the love You’ve shown. 

Silence for reflection 

P Almighty and ever-compassionate Lord, 
C we are by nature sinful and unclean. We confess our many failures as we have not followed You 

joyfully and trustingly. We have not loved others as You have first loved us, and our thoughts, 
words, and deeds have not been pleasing to You. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us to delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

P “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and 
so we are.” As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. As His children, 
may He keep you in His grace by the Holy Spirit and grant you a renewed life on earth and finally a 
triumphant life with Him in heaven forever, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Thanks be to God! 
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Salutation & Prayer of the Day  

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 

O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world. Grant to Your faithful 
people, rescued from the peril of everlasting death, perpetual gladness and eternal joys; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

First Reading Acts 3:11–21 

While [the lame man who was now healed] clung to Peter and John, all the people ran together to 
them in the portico called Solomon’s, astounded. And when Peter saw it he addressed the people: 
“Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or 
piety we have made him walk?  

“The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified His 
servant Jesus, whom you delivered over and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to 
release Him. But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be granted to 
you, and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And 
His name—by faith in His name—has made this man strong whom you see and know, and the faith 
that is through Jesus has given the man this perfect health in the presence of you all. 

“And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. But what God foretold 
by the mouth of all the prophets, that His Christ would suffer, He thus fulfilled. Repent therefore, and 
turn again, that your sins may be blotted out, that times of refreshing may come from the presence of 
the Lord, and that He may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, whom heaven must receive until 
the time for restoring all the things about which God spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets long 
ago. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  

 

Responsive Psalm Psalm 4 

L Answer me when I call, O God of my righteousness! You have given me relief when I was in 
distress. Be gracious to me and hear my prayer! 

C O men, how long shall my honor be turned into shame? How long will you love vain words and 
seek after lies?  

L But know that the LORD has set apart the godly for Himself; the LORD hears when I call to Him. 
C Be angry, and do not sin; ponder in your own hearts on your beds, and be silent.  

L Offer right sacrifices, and put your trust in the LORD. 
C There are many who say, “Who will show us some good? Lift up the light of Your face upon us, 

O LORD!” 

L You have put more joy in my heart than they have when their grain and wine abound. 
C In peace I will both lie down and sleep; for You alone, O LORD, make me dwell in safety. 

All Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be forever.  Amen. 
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Epistle 1 John 3:1–7 

See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we 
are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know Him. Beloved, we are God’s 
children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when He appears we shall 
be like Him, because we shall see Him as He is. And everyone who thus hopes in Him purifies himself as 
He is pure. 

Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You know that He 
appeared to take away sins, and in Him there is no sin. No one who abides in Him keeps on sinning; no 
one who keeps on sinning has either seen Him or known Him. Little children, let no one deceive you. 
Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as He is righteous. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Song of Response “Children of the Heavenly Father” LSB 725 

Verse 1  
Children of the heavenly Father  
Safely in His bosom gather;  
Nestling bird nor star in heaven  
Such a refuge e'er was given.  

Verse 2  
God His own doth tend and nourish;  
In His holy courts they flourish.  
From all evil things He spares them;  
In His mighty arms He bears them.    

Verse 3  
Neither life nor death shall ever  
From the Lord His children sever;  
Unto them His grace He showeth,  
And their sorrows all He knoweth.     

Verse 4 
Though He giveth or He taketh,  
God His children ne'er forsaketh;  
His the loving purpose solely  
To preserve them pure and holy.  

CCLI Song # 2137612 LSB 725 Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958 © Text: Augsburg Publishing House Music: Public Domain 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 185948 

 
Holy Gospel Luke 24:36–49 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

As they were talking about these things, Jesus Himself stood among them, and said to them, “Peace to 
you!” But they were startled and frightened and thought they saw a spirit. And He said to them, “Why are 
you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? See My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself. Touch 
Me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” And when He had said 
this, He showed them His hands and His feet. And while they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling, 
He said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave Him a piece of broiled fish, and He took it 
and ate before them. 

Then He said to them, “These are My words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything 
written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” Then He opened 
their minds to understand the Scriptures, and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer 
and on the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in 
His name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And behold, I am 
sending the promise of My Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on 
high.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to You, O Christ. 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
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Blessing of New Altar, Candle Holders, and Paraments 

P   Beloved in the Lord, Moses was commanded by the Lord to receive gifts from the people for the 
beautification of the sanctuary. Everyone whose heart stirred and whose spirit was moved 
brought a contribution to the Lord to be used in the Lord’s house in all its services. 

Since the Lord has taught us in His holy Word that everything is sanctified by the Word of God and 
prayer, it is fitting that we bless and sanctify this altar, candle holders, and paraments for use in 
God’s holy house. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 
O God, You have directed us to bring offerings for Your glory. We implore You to bless this altar, 
candle holders, and paraments. Grant that they may reflect our love for You, benefit Your Church, 
and bring joy to those who use them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

P The Lord Almighty, the Father, the  Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless this altar, candle holders, and 
paraments and those who use them. 

C Amen. 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the  life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 Thanksgiving for 30 years of marriage for James & Lisa Meckfessel on April 13 
 Compassion for all who mourn the death of Donna Rank 

 

 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

The Lord’s Prayer             Matthew 6:9–13 

P    Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C    Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord  Mark 14:22–24 
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Pax Domini – “Peace of the Lord”  John 20:19 

P    The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C    Amen.  

 

Agnus Dei – “Lamb of God”   

C    Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.                                                   John 1:29 

 

Distribution 

Song  “Forever Reign” 

1 You are good, You are good, 
When there's nothing good in me. 
You are love, You are love, 
On display for all to see. 
You are light, You are light, 
When the darkness closes in. 
You are hope, You are hope, 
You have covered all my sin. 
 

2 You are peace, You are peace, 
When my fear is crippling. 
You are true, You are true, 
Even in my wandering. 
You are joy, You are joy, 
You're the reason that I sing. 
You are life, You are life, 
In You death has lost its sting. 

 
 
 

Chorus  

Oh, I’m running to Your arms,  
I’m running to Your arms. 
The riches of Your love will always be enough. 
Nothing compares to Your embrace. 
Light of the world, forever reign. 
 

3 You are more, You are more,  
Than my words will ever say. 
You are Lord, You are Lord,  
All creation will proclaim. 
You are here, You are here,  
In Your presence I'm made whole. 
You are God, You are God,  
Of all else I'm letting go. 

Chorus  
Bridge 

My heart will sing, no other Name.  
Jesus, Jesus. (3x) 

Chorus (2x) 
 

CCLI Song # 5639997 | Jason Ingram | Reuben Morgan © 2009 Hillsong Music Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
So Essential Tunes (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) Spirit Nashville Three (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) 

Spirit Nashville Three (Admin. by Spirit Music Group) For use solely with the SongSelect. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com | CCLI License # 185948 
  

Song “Father Welcomes” LSB 605 
 

ref Father welcomes all His children To His fam’ly through His Son. 
Father giving His salvation, Life forever has been won. 

 

1 Little children, come to Me, For My kingdom is of these. 
Life and love I have to give, Mercy for your sin. Refrain 

 

2 In the water, in the Word, In His promise, be assured: 
Those who are baptized and believe Shall be born again. Refrain 

 

3 Let us daily die to sin; Let us daily rise with Him, 
Walk in the love of Christ our Lord, Live in the peace of God. Refrain 

 
Text: © 1986 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003514 

Dismissal 

P    The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 
everlasting. Depart ♱ in peace. 

C    Amen. 
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Post-Communion Collect 

P    Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Song of the Day “Who You Say I Am” 

1 Who am I that the highest King 
would welcome me. 
I was lost, but He brought me in. 
Oh, His love for me. Oh, His love for me. 

Chorus 1 
Who the Son sets free, Oh, is free indeed. 
I’m a child of God. Yes, I am. 

2      Free at last, He has ransomed me. 
His grace runs deep. 
While I was a slave to sin, 
Jesus died for me. Yes, He died for me. 

 
 
 

Chorus 2 
Who the Son sets free, Oh, is free indeed. 
I’m a child of God. Yes, I am. 
In my Father’s house there’s a place for me. 
I’m a child of God. Yes, I am. 

Bridge 
I am chosen, not forsaken. 
I am who You say I am. 
You are for me, not against me. 
I am who You say I am.  (Repeat) 
I am who You say I am. 

Chorus 2 
In my Father’s house there’s a place for me. 
I’m a child of God. Yes, I am.

 
CCLI Song # 7102401 Ben Fielding | Reuben Morgan © 2017 Hillsong Music Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing 

 
Sermon                                                                                                  “A Child of God” 
 1 John 3:1 

Benediction  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. Numbers 6:24–26 

C Amen. 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

Closing Song “Majestic”  

Verse 

O Lord, our Lord, 
How majestic is Your name in all the earth; 
O Lord, our Lord, 
How majestic is Your name in all the earth. 

Chorus 

The heavens declare Your greatness;  
The oceans cry out to You;  
The mountains, they bow down before You, 
So I’ll join with the earth and  
I’ll give my praise to You. 

Repeat Verse 

Chorus 2 

The heavens declare Your greatness;  
The oceans cry out to You; 
The mountains, they bow down before You, 
So I’ll join with the earth and I’ll sing. 
The heavens declare Your greatness;  
The oceans cry out to You; 
The mountains, they bow down before You, 
So I’ll join with the earth 
and I’ll give my praise to You. 

Bridge 

I will worship You, I will worship You; 
I will worship You, I will worship You; 
We will worship You; We will worship You. 
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Chorus2 

The heavens declare Your greatness; 
The oceans cry out to You; 

The mountains, they bow down before You, 
So I’ll join with the earth and I’ll sing. 
The heavens declare Your greatness; 

The oceans cry out to You; 
The mountains, they bow down before You, 

So I’ll join with the earth 
and I’ll give my praise to You. 

So I’ll join with the earth and I’ll give my praise to You. 
So I’ll join with the earth and I’ll give my praise to You. 

CCLI Song # 4573308 Lincoln Brewster © 2005 Integrity's Praise! Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (IMI)) 
For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 185948 

 
+ + + 
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