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T The Fifth Sunday in Lent T 

March 25–26, 2023 
5:00 p.m.; 8:00, 9:30, and 10:45 a.m. 

+ + + 

Silent Prayer Before Worship  

O God, by the suffering and death of Your Son, You redeemed this fallen world. Grant eternal joy 

to Your faithful people, whom You have delivered from the danger of everlasting death, through 

the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 

T Service of Prayer and Preaching T 

Prelude  

Announcements 

Opening Hymn   “Lord, Open Now My Heart to Hear” LSB 908 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Invocation  

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Exhortation  1 John 1:8–9 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Confession of Sins and Absolution LSB, p. 151 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 

will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit.  John 20:19–23 

C Amen. 
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Opening Versicles LSB 260 

P This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised.  
 

P Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, 

C slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil. 
 

P Jesus said: If any man would come after Me, 

C let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. 
 

P Christ was wounded for our transgressions. 

C He was bruised for our iniquities. 
 

P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

All  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
             as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen Psalm 113:3 

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 37:1–14 
 

The hand of the LORD was upon me, and He brought me out in the Spirit of the 
LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. And He led 
me around among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the 
valley, and behold, they were very dry. And He said to me, “Son of man, can these 
bones live?” And I answered, “O LORD God, You know.” Then He said to me, 
“Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the 
LORD. Thus says the LORD God to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter 
you, and you shall live. And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to 
come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, 
and you shall know that I am the LORD.”  
 

So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and 
behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. And I looked, and 
behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had 
covered them. But there was no breath in them. Then He said to me, “Prophesy to 
the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the LORD God: 
Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 
So I prophesied as He commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they 
lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army. 
 

Then He said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. 
Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut 
off.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the LORD God: Behold, I will 
open your graves and raise you from your graves, O My people. And I will bring 
you into the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open 
your graves, and raise you from your graves, O My people. And I will put My Spirit 
within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall 
know that I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.”  
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P This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God.  

Choir Anthem         "The Words of My Mouth" 
                         Ruth Elaine Schram 

My mouth will speak in praise of the Lord. My mouth will speak in praise of the Lord. 

May the words of my mouth and the thoughts of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O 

Lord. 
 

Let all creatures praise Your name forever.  Let all creatures praise Your holy name. 

My mouth will speak in praise and be pleasing in your sight, O Lord. 
 

For You, O Lord, are my Rock, and You, O Lord, are my Redeemer. 

Responsive Psalm                                                                                               Psalm 130   

P  Out of the depths 
C  I cry to You, O LORD! 
 

P  O LORD, hear my voice! 
C  Let Your ears be attentive to the voice of my pleas for mercy! 
 

P  If You, O LORD, should mark iniquities, 
C  O LORD, who could stand? 
 

P  But with You there is forgiveness, 
C  that You may be feared. 
 

P  I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, 
C  and in His word I hope; 
 

P  my soul waits for the LORD more than watchmen for the morning, 
C  more than watchmen for the morning. 
 

P  O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast love, 
C  and with Him is plentiful redemption. 
 

P  And He will redeem Israel  
C  from all His iniquities.  

All   Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

            as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Choir Anthem "I Praise the God of Grace" 
Susan Powell 

Not what my hands have done can save my guilty soul, 

not what my toiling flesh has borne can make my spirit whole. 

I praise the God of grace!  I trust His truth and might! 
He calls me His, I call Him mine. My God! My Joy! My Light! 

Your voice alone, O Lord, can speak to me of grace. 

Your pow'r alone, O Son of God, can all my sin erase. 

Your work alone, O Christ, can ease this weight of sin. 

Your blood alone, O Lamb of God, can give me peace within. 
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Epistle Reading Romans 8:1–11 

 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the 
law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and 
death. For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By 
sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, He condemned sin in 
the flesh, in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, 
who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live 
according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live 
according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on 
the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For the mind 
that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, 
it cannot. Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells 
in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to Him. But 
if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because 
of righteousness. If the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, 
He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies 
through His Spirit who dwells in you. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Hymn   “When in the Hour of Deepest Need” LSB 615 

Holy Gospel John 11:17–27, 38–53 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eleventh chapter. 

C  Glory to You, O Lord.  

 When Jesus came, He found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 

Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, and many of the Jews had come to 

Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. So when Martha heard that 

Jesus was coming, she went and met Him, but Mary remained seated in the house. 

Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died. But 

even now I know that whatever You ask from God, God will give You.” Jesus said to her, 

“Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to Him, “I know that he will rise again in the 

resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. 

Whoever believes in Me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and 

believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?” She said to Him, “Yes, Lord; I 

believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” . . . 

 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against 

it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to Him, 

“Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to 

her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” So they 

took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up His eyes and said, “Father, I thank You that You 

have heard Me. I knew that You always hear Me, but I said this on account of the people 

standing around, that they may believe that You sent Me.” When He had said these 
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things, He cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” The man who had died came 

out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus 

said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what He did, 

believed in Him, but some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had 

done. So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the Council and said, “What are we 

to do? For this Man performs many signs. If we let Him go on like this, everyone will 

believe in Him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.” 

But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, “You know 

nothing at all. Nor do you understand that it is better for you that one man should die for 

the people, not that the whole nation should perish.” He did not say this of his own 

accord, but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, 

and not for the nation only, but also to gather into one the children of God who are 

scattered abroad. So from that day on they made plans to put Him to death. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Responsory                                                   LSB, p. 263 

L We have an advocate with the Father: Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 
 

L Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 
 

L We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 
C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 

Catechism – The Sacrament of Holy Baptism  
 

 P What does such baptizing with water indicate?    

C  It indicates that the Old Adam in us should by daily contrition and repentance be 

drowned and die with all sins and evil desires, and that a new man should daily 

emerge and arise to live before God in righteousness and purity forever. 

P Where is this written?    

C  St. Paul writes in Romans, chapter six: “We were therefore buried with Him through 

baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the 

glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.  Romans 6:4 
                            

(8:00, 10:45) Children’s Message          
 

(5:00, 8:00, 9:30) Hymn of the Day          “From Depths of Woe” LSB 607 

(5:00, 8:00, 9:30) Sermon  “Below Average … Above Expectation”  

 Psalm 130 

Offering Hymn “Kyrie! God Father” LSB 942               
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Apostles’ Creed  LSB, p. 264  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
  

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again 

from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God 

the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead.  
  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the T life 

everlasting. Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer LSB, p. 264 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church                       LSB, p. 265 
 

 Thanksgiving for the 35th wedding anniversary of Anthony and Lisa Feicht (March 26). 
  

P In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

 C Lord, have mercy. 
 

 P For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind,  

let us pray to the Lord: 

 C Lord, have mercy. 
 

 P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for  

the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

 C Lord, have mercy. 
 

 P For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us  

all, let us pray to the Lord: 

 C Lord, have mercy. 
 

 P For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord: 

 C Lord, have mercy. 
 

 P For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all  

who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

 C Lord, have mercy. 
 

 P For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned,  
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and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

 C Lord, have mercy. 
 

 P For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord: 

 C Lord, have mercy. 
  

  P For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

 C Lord, have mercy. 
 

 P Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 

 C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

Collect of the Day   

P Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people that we 

may be governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 

(Saturday) Evening Prayer  LSB p. 266 
 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that 

You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all 

my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into 

Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 

angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

(Sunday) Morning Prayer  LSB p. 266 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that 

You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You 

would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life 

may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and 

all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power 

over me. Amen. 
 

(10:45) Hymn of the Day          “From Depths of Woe” LSB 607 

(10:45) Sermon  “Below Average … Above Expectation”  

 Psalm 130 

Benedicamus and Blessing LSB p. 267 

 P Let us bless the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the  Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and 

preserve you. 

 C Amen. 
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Closing Hymn   “Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings” LSB 782 

 

Silent Prayer 
 

Postlude  
+ + + 

Preacher Pastor Wade  

Liturgist  (8:00) Pastor Thompson 

 (10:45) Rev. Dr. Kent Burreson 

Assisting Seminarian (5:00) Joshua Horst 

 (8:00) Lance Schroeder 

Choir St. Paul’s Lutheran School 3rd and 4th grade students 

Choir Director Whitney Wade 

Organist  (Saturday) Rick Gieseke  

 (Sunday) Kantor Gerhardt 
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