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The Age Old Problem that is New Everyday 

 
Walking in a wicked world 

 

2 Peter 2:1–3 
(ESV)

• “But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master 
who bought them, bringing upon themselves swift destruction. And many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of truth will be blasphemed. And in their 
greed they will exploit you with false words. Their condemnation from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep.”

Genesis 3:1–4 
(ESV) 

• “Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any 
tree in the garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in 
the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’ ” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die.”

Matthew 24:3–14 
(ESV)

• “As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of 
the age?” And Jesus answered them, “See that no one leads you astray. For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and they will lead many astray. And you 
will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not alarmed, for this must take place, but the end is not yet. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom, and there will be famines and earthquakes in various places. All these are but the beginning of the birth pains. “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put 
you to death, and you will be hated by all nations for my name’s sake. And then many will fall away and betray one another and hate one another. And many false 
prophets will arise and lead many astray. And because lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will grow cold. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 
And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.”

Formula of 
Concord, 

Epitome, XI, 12

• "Instead, the reason for condemnation lies in their not hearing God’s Word at all or arrogantly despising it, plugging their ears and their hearts, and thus blocking the Holy 
Spirit’s ordinary path, so that he cannot carry out his work in them; or if they have given it a hearing, they cast it to the wind and pay no attention to it. Then the fault lies not 
with God and his election but with their own wickedness"

How Does God 
Respond? Ezekiel 
16:44-62

• Calls Sin what it 
is

• Judgement
• Righteously
• Faithfully

• (Ezekiel 16:59–
62, ESV) 

How do we 
respond?

• Improperly
• Acceptance
• Unloving
• Hypocritically
• Mercilessly
• Indifferent

How do we 
respond?

• Properly
• Call a sin a sin
• Repentance
• Mercy
• Forgiveness
• Remembering 

the Covenant

Hymn LSB 589-Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens 
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