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My dear friends! 
 I’d like to begin our newsletter with a short story of loyalty and love; loyalty to the Lord and His teaching and love to neighbors, 
love that fear of death cannot stop.  
 Bruno Rozentals served God through our Lutheran congregation now served by a friend of our ministry, Pastor Pavel (Paul) 
Levushkan. Our brother Bruno was an active layman, a humble man and sincere Lutheran. Very few people knew that he and his family 
during WWII had saved Jews despite all dangers of Nazis and their Latvian allies. 
 For many years our ministry has tried to counter anti-Semitism in Latvia, a country with very complex and at times a bloody history. 
We have sponsored several conferences and memorial services in Riga. Recently Pastor Levuschkan attended a memorial meeting at 
the ruins of the Riga synagogue where several hundreds of Jews were burnt alive in 1941, and there is a public sense of blame also on 
Latvians for allowing Nazis to persecute Jews.  
 Pavel was outraged by such attitude, so he and his senior pastor have decided to install memorial plaques that remind observers 
about the love to Jews which was given by the Lord through Bruno. In 1996, the Holocaust Remembrance Center in Israel recognized 
brother Bruno as one of the “Righteous Among the Nations” (link below). We continue our ministry remembering our predecessors.  
(see http://db.yadvashem.org/righteous/righteousName.html?language=en&itemId=4058352) 
 
 

THANK YOU for all the love and support during my annual visit last April. As usual, we packed a 
lot into my 10-day visit, and I am grateful for this wonderful partnership in the Gospel that we 
share. Highlights included: 

• Preaching and Bible Class presentations at Christ Memorial and St. Paul des Peres 

• Receptions and Dinners for awareness and support 

• Meeting with mission leadership at LCMS International Center  

• Preach for Chapel at International Center 

• Interview on KFUO radio               At CM w/ Pastor Jeff and kids 

• Meet with Peter Kirby, Regional Director at Lutheran Hour Ministries 

• Annual WordRus Board Meeting   
                                                                                                                  

 Alexey at KFUO       Your dear friend and servant of Christ,   
      Alexey 

  
 

JERUSALEM RECORDING STUDIO UPDATE – AND UPGRADE 
 Due to a generous gift, we were able to meet our goal of updating and upgrading our equipment in our Jerusalem studio. 
Due to some “piggypacking” with Jim Galvin, chair of the Caspari Board, who served as courier en route to that board meeting in 
Jerusalem, we avoided all shipping costs in delivering the equipment to a jubilant Nikolai 
Haskin, seen here after unpacking computers, mixers, and microphones. This will greatly 
enhance and expand our internet radio ministry and recording capabilities for both audio 
and video resources. Nickolai wrote, “Dear Pastor Greg, when I saw these two suitcases, 
what God did – what can I say? Thank God for you and for all who took part in it! Please 
pass on to everyone my great thanks and blessings to this!”   
 Yes, THANK YOU to these special donors and all who helped make this possible in such 
short order!  
 
 

NEW OPPORTUNITY: DONNA PYLE BIBLE STUDIES 

 We have established a partnership with Lutheran author Donna Pyle (https://www.artesianministries.org; also 
https://search.cph.org/search#w=donna%20pyle) to translate several Bible Studies also used by the Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League (LWML). My wife Anna volunteered to translate the first series into Russian as outreach to Russian speaking 

women, to help them learn the Scripture better and grow in the Lord. These are already available at 

www.slradio.net/learn/). Our next step will be expanding into Ukrainian translations.  

 We thank God for this opportunity to minister jointly to Him and His people.  
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FROM OUR BOARD CHAIR 
1.  Our annual major Board Meeting was held while Alexey was with us in April. Key highlights: 
 + Stable and steady financial position: finished FY 2018 in the black; balanced budget approved for FY 2019:  
   maximize the mission with low operational expenses and strategic partnerships 
 + Continued transparency and accountability to stake holders, including LCMS as Recognized Service Organization 
 + Invested six-month reserve in high interest LCEF note 
 + Goals (2018-19) accomplished: 
  a. Core ministries continue on solid basis: Congregational ministry, Slovo (The Word) newspaper in both print (1000 copies) and online 

(www.cslovo.com ); Messianic internet radio in Russian (www.mashiah.info) and Slavic (www.slradio.net). 
  b. New internet ministry Ad Fontes; translation of Lutheran materials by pastors, providing basic teachings in simple forms 
  c. Produced video series (currently 12 videos) with Pastor Dmitryi Rozet: Biblical teaching from a confessional Lutheran foundation          
  d. Second printing of Luther’s Small Catechism and Lutheran Prayer Book completed: 5000 additional copies; all but 50 already in use 
  e. Nikolai and Galina Haskin give witness in Jerusalem, also   
   + provide 4+ radio programs a month       
   + completed Hebrew/Russian CD of messianic songs     
   + continue to build relationship with Caspari Center (songs for Shabbat School project) 
   + record Catechism audio book  
  f. CrossConnect Bible Studies translated into Russian (16 studies) and Ukrainian (4 studies) 
  g. Webpage completed (wordrus.org) 
 + Mission Goals for 2019-20  

a. Upgrade Jerusalem studio (replace outdated equipment, expand audio and begin video capabilities) 
         over next two years.             

  b. Expand online resources and impact            Alexey and Andy at LCMS Chapel 
  c. Increase Bible Study and other Lutheran materials, in print, electronically, and in audio and video recordings 
  d. Partners’ trip to Israel with mission focus 
  e. Strengthen ties to partners, especially Norwegian Church Ministry to Israel, Caspari Center, Finnish Friends of Israel, Concordia Israel, Lutheran 

Heritage Foundation, Lutheran Hour Ministries, Lutheran Church of Ingria in Russia. 
 + Challenges 
  a.  Resources and personnel, heavy reliance on part-time staff and volunteers. 
  b.  Exchange rate fluctuations can erode salaries and increase expenses, especially in Israel 
  c.  Declining support from Finland and Norway 
  d.  Challenges of outreach in Israel 
 

2. We are in a key transitional point in our development as a mission society.  After two years, we have a foundation for ministry that 
is effective and sustainable. Our mission niche has become more focused on providing biblical, Lutheran materials in Russian and Slavic 
languages, which we are uniquely positioned to do. As opportunities expand, we need to keep our focus and continue to develop 
strategic partnerships to maximize mission impact with good stewardship of our Lord’s resources. 
 
3.  We give thanks for expanding opportunities and the support of so many who share our mission and vision! 
 
        Andrew H. Bartelt, Chair, WORDrus Board of Directors 
 

FROM NIKOLAI IN JERUSALEM 
  My wife and I visited the Maccabaean tunnels located under the Wailing Wall. For a long time I dreamed of seeing the place thought to 
be the Holy of Holies from the original temple. Two older women pointed us to a stairway that led to the synagogue by the Holy of Holies. At 
once I felt a fire of hope that I was close to my goal. In the synagogue there was one man praying. He greeted me, and I asked whether it was 
the Holy of Holies. He said it was, and we hugged with a sense of being together in a place that was once the very presence of God on earth.   
 We started conversation because we were alone in the synagogue. I told him that in my blood there is likely blood of Levites who served 
the Temple with music.  My new friend was very interested. Around us in that synagogue were many books of Jewish tradition and Kabbalah 
mysticism. I said that I read Tanach and do not accept anything but Moses and Prophets.  I led the conversation to prophets and said that the 
most important is to know who is Mashiah. I asked him to check prophets and see that the Messiah is to come not in our time but already 
before the Temple was destructed. I showed how important it is to read Bible literally. I also pleaded my new friend to think about prophecies 
of Messiah and if Messiah had to come before the Temple destruction, then who is He? 
    Leaving the synagogue near the Holy of Holies I was the happiest man because the Lord permitted me to see that wonderful place and 
also to meet a man who shared that love for God and temple but did not (yet?) know God’s presence and salvation in Yeshu’a. Praise the Lord 
for giving me the words that point to Messiah! 
 
LOOKING AHEAD 
+ Our annual Christmas letter will include a direct opportunity to support our work and mission financially. Your prayers and 
encouragement are also needed and deeply appreciated, in the bond of faith and fellowship in Christ. 
 

+ Remember that you can support our ministry at any time via checks c/o Christ Memorial, through credit card or PayPal on our 
website ( http://wordrus.org ), and through Thrivent Choice Dollars. 
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