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T New Year’s Eve T 
T The Eve of  the Name of  Jesus T 

December 31, 2022 
+ + + 

As We Gather 
New Year’s Eve helps us remember that all time is God’s time. Each month, day and season are gifts 

from Him. Among the candles in the chancel this evening is a group of colored candles representing 

the various days and seasons of the church year. We commend to God and thank Him for the seasons 

past and invoke His loving care and presence upon the New Year before us. 

Remembering your Baptism, you are invited to make the sign of the cross upon yourself at those 

points in the service marked with a T. 

  

Silent Prayer Before Worship 
Gracious God of endings and beginnings, we commit to Your grace and forgiveness the year now 

drawing to a close and commend to Your kindness and love the year about to begin. Throughout the 

coming weeks and months make the presence of Your Holy Spirit known in our lives, drawing us ever 

closer to Jesus, our Lord and our Redeemer, in whose wondrous name we make all our beginnings. 

Amen. 

T Divine Service - Setting One T 
Lutheran Service Book (LSB), p. 151 

Prelude   
 
Opening Hymn    “Across the Sky the Shades of Night” LSB 899 
 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Collect  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

 Eternal God, we commit to Your mercy and forgiveness the year now ending and 

commend to Your blessing and love the times yet to come.  In the new year, abide 

among us with Your Holy Spirit that we may always trust in the saving name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  

C Amen. 
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Commendation of the Passing Year 

As the Pastor reads the Commendation, candles symbolizing the church year are extinguished. 

P We commend to the gracious love of the Triune God the year now ending. We  

remember with thanksgiving our times of worship in His house on weekends and  

festival days; baptisms, confirmations, weddings, anniversaries, and funerals. As we 

extinguish candles, we recall the days and seasons of the church year. 

 The season of Advent, just passed, reminded us of Christ’s “comings” and prepared us 

for this season of Christmas in which we see anew the Father’s great love in sending 

His only-begotten Son, Jesus, into our human flesh for our salvation. The season of 

Epiphany recalled the visit of the gentile Magi to the infant King Jesus, proclaimed 

Him the Savior of all people, and concluded with His Transfiguration. 

 The season of Lent began with the most penitential day of all—Ash Wednesday. These 

forty days provided many occasions for reflection upon God’s Word, repentant living as 

His baptized children, and preparation for the paschal feast. Holy Week began with 

Palm Sunday. We sang our “hosannas” as Jesus rode triumphantly into Jerusalem. On 

Maundy Thursday we gathered with His disciples in the upper room and received the 

Sacrament of His Body and Blood. On Good Friday we stood at the foot of His cross 

witnessing the death of the Son of God in our place. 

 The next Sunday, Easter Sunday, we were greeted with the angel’s proclamation of the 

Good News of Jesus’ victorious resurrection and His conquering of sin, death and the 

devil. During the great fifty days of the season of Easter, Christ appeared to His 

disciples, proclaimed Himself the Good Shepherd of His people, ascended in glory to 

His heavenly throne, and empowered His Church by sending the Holy Spirit on the Day 

of Pentecost. 

 During the “green” season of Pentecost, we continued to be nourished in our faith and 

life through His Word and the blessed Sacraments. 

Confession and Absolution  

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 

by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 

eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 

in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
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P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son, born as the Babe in Bethlehem, to die 

for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 

Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 
 

Old Testament  Isaiah 30:8–17 

And now, go, write it before them on a tablet and inscribe it in a book, that it may be for 

the time to come as a witness forever. For they are a rebellious people, lying children, 

children unwilling to hear the instruction of the Lord; who say to the seers, “Do not 

see,” and to the prophets, “Do not prophesy to us what is right; speak to us smooth 

things, prophesy illusions, leave the way, turn aside from the path, let us hear no more 

about the Holy One of Israel.” Therefore thus says the Holy One of Israel, “Because you 

despise this word and trust in oppression and perverseness and rely on them, therefore 

this iniquity shall be to you like a breach in a high wall, bulging out, and about to 

collapse, whose breaking comes suddenly, in an instant; and its breaking is like that of a 

potter’s vessel that is smashed so ruthlessly that among its fragments not a shard is 

found with which to take fire from the hearth, or to dip up water out of the cistern.” For 

thus said the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel, “In returning and rest you shall be saved; 

in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.” But you were unwilling, and you said, 

“No! We will flee upon horses”; therefore you shall flee away; and, “We will ride upon 

swift steeds”; therefore your pursuers shall be swift. A thousand shall flee at the threat 

of one; at the threat of five you shall flee, till you are left like a flagstaff on the top of a 

mountain, like a signal on a hill. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Psalmody – Psalm 90:1–12 Psalm 90:1–12 

P Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations. 

C Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever You had formed the earth and 

the world, from everlasting to everlasting You are God. 
 

P You return man to dust and say, “Return, O children of man!” 

C For a thousand years in Your sight are but as yesterday when it is past, or as a 

watch in the night. 

P You sweep them away as with a flood; they are like a dream, like grass that is renewed 

in the morning: 

C in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; in the evening it fades and withers.  
 

P For we are brought to an end by Your anger; by Your wrath we are dismayed. 

C You have set our iniquities before You, our secret sins in the light of Your presence. 
  

P For all our days pass away under Your wrath; we bring our years to an end like a sigh. 

C The years of our life are seventy, or even by reason of strength eighty; yet their 

span is but toil and trouble; they are soon gone, and we fly away. 
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P Who considers the power of Your anger, and Your wrath according to the fear of You? 

C So teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom. 

All Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Epistle   Colossians 2:6–16 

Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, rooted and built up in 

Him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 

See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to 

human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to 

Christ. For in Him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you have been filled 

in Him, who is the head of all rule and authority. In Him also you were circumcised 

with a circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the 

circumcision of Christ, having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were 

also raised with Him through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised Him 

from the dead. And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of 

your flesh, God made alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 

by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This He 

set aside, nailing it to the cross. He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to 

open shame, by triumphing over them in Him. 

Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food and drink, or with 

regard to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Holy Gospel   Luke 12:35–40 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter. 

C  Glory to You, O Lord. (spoken) 

[Jesus said:] “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, and be like men who 

are waiting for their master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they may 

open the door to him at once when he comes and knocks. Blessed are those servants 

whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will dress himself 

for service and have them recline at table, and he will come and serve them. If he comes 

in the second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake, blessed are those servants! 

But know this, that if the master of the house had known at what hour the thief was 

coming, he would not have left his house to be broken into. You also must be ready, for 

the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C  Praise to You, O Christ.  (spoken) 
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Hymn of the Day  “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” LSB 733 

Sermon “Christ Is The Substance” 
  Colossians 2:6–16 

Hymn at the Offering              “We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God” LSB 941                      
 

Nicene Creed  LSB, p. 158 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 

Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 

begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 

were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was 

incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the 

third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and 

sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge 

both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 

for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

(following each petition) 

P Now and in the new year, 

C Lord, be with us. 

P Lord, bless us and keep us, make Your face shine on us and be gracious to us, lift up 

Your countenance on us, and give us peace. We pray in the name of Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, with whom You and the Holy Spirit live and reign as one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
Preface (spoken)   LSB, p. 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 2 Timothy 4:22 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. Colossians 3:1 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. Psalm 136 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of 

Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those 

things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and saying: 
 

Sanctus – “Holy, Holy, Holy”  LSB, p. 161 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be Thy name,  

 Thy kingdom come,  

 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

 give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

  

The Words of Our Lord 
 

Pax Domini – “Peace of the Lord” 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei – “Lamb of God”  LSB, p. 163 

    

 John 1:29 

 
Distribution  
Hymns  “Now Greet the Swiftly Changing Year” LSB 896 

  “Abide with Me” LSB 878  
  “If God Himself Be for Me” LSB 724 

The Dismissal 

P The body and blood of our Lord strengthen and preserve you steadfast in the true faith to 

life everlasting. Go in T peace. 

C Amen. 

Post-Communion Collect 

P  Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 

in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

C Amen. 
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Invocation for the New Year 

The candles symbolizing the church year are relighted. 

P With hopeful hearts, Lord, we await the beginning of the New Year. Fill each day and 

every season with Your presence. May we walk from week to week ever more closely 

with You. May Your light brighten our every pathway. By Your grace bring us all at last 

to light eternal in Your glorious presence. We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Light of 

the world. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. Numbers 6:24–26 

C Amen. 

  

Closing Hymn    “All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night” LSB 883 

Postlude 

+ + +  

Preacher Pastor Wade 

Presiding Minister  Pastor Thompson 

Lector Pastor Thomas 

Organist Kantor Gerhardt 
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The following Christmas cards were received. St. Paul’s 2022 Christmas Card Tree collection 

proceeds will benefit our Comfort Dog Ministry as we raise funds for our second dog.  We are 

working with Lutheran Church Charities and look forward to the dog the Lord sends our way to 

assist Tabby until she retires.

Dennis & Laurie Barnett 

Ann Bieller 

Donna Botkin 

Keith & Luanne Buchmueller 

Diana Buff 

James & Erica Capes 

Gary & Barbara Cassidy 

Randy & Donna Collins 

Earl, Angie, Jacob & John Dowell 

The Dunlop & Mueller Families  

Ruth Eggers 

Lois Engelbart 

Sue Franson 

Steve & Karen Harris 

Bud & Bernice Hensel 

Joyce Hollrah 

Ron & Carol Kellogg 

Steve & Mary Ann Kettner 

Matthew & Caroline Kilwin 

Elizabeth Knehans 

Versa Lindemann 

Karen Lindemann 

Jerry & Sharon Lutz 

Mick, Carol & Ben Markway 

Al & Marilyn Mertz 

Don & Vivian Meyer 

The Ohlemeyer Family 

Joe & Judy Ostermann 

Lenora Parker 

Gary & Marga Parr 

Don & Carol Petering 

Neal Royer 

Roger & Carolyn Rumrey 

Dorothy Schneider 

Marilyn Sprung 

Carolyn Stewart 

Ed & Vi Striker 

Kenny, Jenny, Harley & Bain Storie 

David & Sherri Strand 

Craig & Dawn Thorburg 

Jean Unrath 

George & Cherie Vie 

Sherry Whitlock 

David & Patricia Ziegler 
               

as of 12/14/22

 


