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LIVING STONE WORSHIP 
 The Third Sunday in Advent  

Sunday, December 11, 2022 at 10:45 a.m. 

+ + + 

Prayer Before Worship            
Almighty God, You called John the Baptist to give witness to the coming of Your Son. Grant us wisdom to do Your 
will today and so to witness to Christ’s coming and to prepare His way; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Prelude  

Announcements & Greeting 

Opening Song “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

1 Angels we have heard on high, 
Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply, 
Echoing their joyous strains. Refrain 

 
ref Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be 
Which inspire your heav’nly song? Refrain 

 
3 Come to Bethlehem and see 

Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee 
Christ the Lord, the newborn King. Refrain

Text: Public domain 
 

Invocation  
P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Confession of Sins and Absolution LSB 151 
 

P  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection 

P Let us now make confession of our sins to God, our heavenly Father. 
C Merciful Father, our Lord and King, we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. We 

have left undone those things we ought to have done; we have done those things we ought not to 
have done. We have not always made Your kingdom of first importance in our lives. We sincerely 
repent of our sins and humbly ask Your grace and forgiveness in Jesus Christ. By the renewing work 
of the Holy Spirit, lead us to change what is sinful in our lives that each day we may grow in 
righteousness and godly living to the glory of Your holy name. 

P God is gracious and forgiving. He shows His kingly power in ways that are merciful. To each of us, our 
Lord says, “Fear not!” and promises pardon, life, and salvation. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, I forgive you all of all of your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. As you believe, so may it be.   

C Amen. 
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Salutation & Prayer of the Day  

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 
Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by 
Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

P I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; 
C My soul shall exult in my God, 

P for He has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 
C He has covered me with the robe of righteousness. 

P For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, 
C So the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to sprout up before all the nations. 

Isaiah 61:10–11 

Response (Sung)  “Light the Candle” - Carl Schalk 

Light the candle of JOY today, the Giver of joy is here! 
Welcome the joy we crave and pray for, but only Christ can give. 
Flicker and flame and glow with joy, light up the world around you. 
Flicker and flame and glow with joy, light up the world around you. 

“Light the Candle” Text by Jaroslav J. Vajda © 1987 by Concordia Publishing House.  Reproduced with permission under license number 03:10-20.  
Tune ADVENT CAROL by Carl Schalk Copyright © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago.  Reprinted under license no. L-12791. 

Old Testament Reading               Isaiah 35:1-10 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus; it 
shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. 
Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who have an anxious 
heart, “Be strong; fear not! Behold, your God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of 
God. He will come and save you.” 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then shall the lame 
man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. For waters break forth in the 
wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground 
springs of water; in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, the grass shall become reeds and 
rushes. And a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; the unclean shall not 
pass over it. It shall belong to those who walk on the way; even if they are fools, they shall not go 
astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found 
there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to 
Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and joy, and 
sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.

 

Responsive Psalm                          Psalm 146 

P Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
C I will praise the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
 

P Put not your trust in princes, in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation. 
C When his breath departs he returns to the earth; on that very day his plans perish. 
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P Blessèd is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD his God, 
C who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, who keeps faith forever; 
 

P who executes justice for the oppressed, who gives food to the hungry. The LORD sets the prisoners 
free; 

C the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; the LORD loves 
the righteous. 

 

P The LORD watches over the sojourners; He upholds the widow and the fatherless, 
 but the way of the wicked He brings to ruin. 
C The LORD will reign forever, your God, O Zion, to all generations. Praise the LORD! 

All   Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
            as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Epistle Reading                                     James 5:7–11 

Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the 
precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. You also, 
be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. Do not grumble against one 
another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. As an 
example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of 
Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Holy Gospel                     Matthew 11:2–15 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord.  

 When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples and said to 
Him, “Are You the One who is to come, or shall we look for another?” And Jesus answered them, “Go 
and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are 
cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to 
them. And blessed is the one who is not offended by Me.” 

 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into 
the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in 
soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. What then did you go out to 
see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is he of whom it is written, 

 “‘Behold, I send My messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you.’ 

 Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. 
Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. From the days of John the 
Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. For all 
the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is 
to come. He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Song of the Day “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” LSB 803 
 1  Joyful, joyful we adore Thee, God of glory, Lord of love! 

 Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee, Praising Thee, their sun above. 
 Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, Drive the gloom of doubt away. 
 Giver of immortal gladness, Fill us with the light of day. 

 
 2  All Thy works with joy surround Thee, Earth and heav’n reflect Thy rays, 

 Stars and angels sing around Thee, Center of unbroken praise. 
 Field and forest, vale and mountain, Flow’ry meadow, flashing sea, 
 Chanting bird, and flowing fountain Call us to rejoice in Thee. 

 
  3  Thou art giving and forgiving, Ever blessing, ever blest, 

 Wellspring of the joy of living Ocean-depth of happy rest! 
 Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Fountainhead of love divine: 
 Joyful, we Thy heav’n inherit! Joyful, we by grace are Thine! 

Text: Public domain 

 
Sermon                                                                                                                             “Hear, See, Rejoice” Matthew 11:4-5 

Song                                  “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” LSB 338 

1 Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, 
Born to set Thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us; 
Let us find our rest in Thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation, 
Hope of all the earth Thou art, 
Dear desire of ev’ry nation, 
Joy of ev’ry longing heart. 

 

2 Born Thy people to deliver; 
Born a child and yet a king! 
Born to reign in us forever, 
Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By Thine own eternal Spirit 
Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By Thine all-sufficient merit 
Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

Text: Public domain 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The 
third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the  life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Children’s Message 
 

Offering 
The offertory is an important time to reflect with thanksgiving on the many blessings God has given us. 

 

Offertory                                           Ruth Anna Rudzinski 
 

Prayer of the Church 

 Thanksgiving for the 26th wedding anniversary for Jack and Dyan Chong (Dec. 14). 
 Dennis Barnett upcoming surgery. 
 Thanksgiving for the birth of Parker Edward Zink, son of Kelsey and David Zink, grandson of Jay Parker, 

and great-grandson of Lenora Parker. 
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
The Lord’s Prayer             Matthew 6:9–13 

P    Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C    Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as 

it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord  Mark 14:22–24 

Pax Domini – “Peace of the Lord”  John 20:19 

P    The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C    Amen.  

Agnus Dei – “Lamb of God”   

C    Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.                                                            John 1:29 

Distribution 

Song    “Go Tell it on the Mountain” 

Refrain  Go tell it on the mountain, 
Over the hills and ev’rywhere; 

Go tell it on the mountain 
That Jesus Christ is born! 

 
1 While shepherds kept their watching 

O’er silent flocks by night, 
Behold, throughout the heavens 
There shone a holy light. Refrain 

 

2 The shepherds feared and trembled 
When lo, above the earth 
Rang out the angel chorus 

That hailed our Savior’s birth. Refrain 
 

3 Down in a lonely manger 
The humble Christ was born; 

And God sent us salvation 
That blessèd Christmas morn. Refrain 

 
Text: Public domain; LSB 388 | Arrangement: © 2017 Michigan District LCMS - The Hymnal Project 

 

 “Love Come Down” 

Chorus  
I will sing forever of Your love come down. 
With my hands to heaven, shout Your praises loud. 
I was lost in darkness when You pulled me out. 
I will sing forever of Your love come down. 

Verse 1 
I once was blind, I could not see; 
Chains of sin had shackled me. 
But God in heaven heard my plea: 
Jesus, Jesus rescued me. 
Jesus, Jesus rescued me. Chorus 

Verse 2 
Now grace so sweet, it floods my soul, 
And hope eternal won't let go. 
My debt erased at Calvary, 
Jesus, Jesus rescued me. 
Jesus, Jesus rescued me. Chorus 

Verse 3 
Well there’s a home beyond the sky, 
A song we’ll sing for all of time. 
The grave is empty; I am free. 
Jesus, Jesus rescued me. 
Jesus, Jesus rescued me. Chorus (2x) 

CCLI Song # 7043065 | Casey Darnell | Heath Balltzglier | Ross King | Todd Fields | © 2014 Ava Truth Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) | Music At North Point (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 
 Robinson Lane Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) | Seems Like Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) Simple Tense Songs (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) | Songs At North Point (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)  |  

For use solely with the SongSelect. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com | CCLI License # 185948 

Dismissal 
P    The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 

everlasting. Depart  in peace. 
C    Amen. 
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Post-Communion Collect 

P    Let us pray. 
 Almighty and ever-living God, we thank You for having fed us with the body and blood of our Savior 

Jesus Christ, assuring us thereby that we are truly members of His Body, the Church. And we ask You 
to help us by Your Holy Spirit that we continue in this fellowship and do the good works You desire us 
to do; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, forever and ever.  

C Amen. 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. Numbers 6:24–26 

C Amen. 
 

Closing Song “JOY TO THE WORLD” LSB 387

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 
    And heav’n and nature sing, 
    And heav’n and nature sing, 
    And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
Let men their songs employ, 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
    Repeat the sounding joy, 
    Repeat the sounding joy, 
    Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
    Far as the curse is found, 
    Far as the curse is found, 
    Far as, far as the curse is found. 

 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 
    And wonders of His love, 
    And wonders of His love, 
    And wonders, wonders of His love. 

 
Text: Public domain 

  

+ + + 
 
 

We rejoice in the following baptisms in the sanctuary today! 

 Jaxson Easton Keathley  
 Jamison Ross Keathley  

Sons of Tim and Breanne Keathley 
Sponsors: Daniel Keathley and Grace Keathley 
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Preacher Pastor Thomas  
Liturgist Pastor Thompson 
Assisting Seminarian James Bozarth 
Instrumentalists  Paul Zahn, guitar 
 Mark Yaeger, piano  
 Whitney Wade, Leslie Rudzinski, Kara Mackenzie, vocals 
Advent Wreath Weller family 
Sound Hope Dicken 
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