
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL 
12345 Manchester Rd. • Des Peres, MO 63131 • 314.822.0447 

www.stpaulsdesperes.org  • church@stpaulsdp.org      www.stplutheranschool.org • school@stpaulsdp.org 

SUBSCRIBE to our Weekly Word e-letter at bit.ly/StP-subscribe 
ONLINE WORSHIP • Watch St. Paul’s livestreamed services at bit.ly/StPauls-Worship 

SERMON PODCASTS on Spotify, Apple, and Stitcher. Search for “From Saint Pauls” (no apostrophe) 

 Announcements Added This Week Are Noted with a Star 

TODAY 
Girl Scout Cookie Booth • Last Day 
St. Paul's Troop 1867 is selling cookies at 9:00-9:30am in the gym, concluding today.  
 

THE WEEK AHEAD: MARCH 18–24 
Easter Flower & Fern Orders • Due Mon., March 18 
Join in making our worship spaces and church chancel beautiful for Easter. Congregation members may purchase lilies ($12.95),  tulips 
($10.50), and ferns ($23) that will decorate St. Paul's for Easter, and which can be taken home to enjoy after the final Easter service. 
Order forms at welcome center, or online at bit.ly/STPEaster2024 

Midweek Lenten Service • Wed., March 20 • 11am & 5:30pm 
Join us for our final midweek worship this Wednesday. Sermon theme: “His Final Steps Led to His Enemies” based on Luke 20. Note that 
there is no Lenten dinner or dine-out fundraiser planned.    

LWML Spring Rally • Sat., March 23 • 8:30am • Registration Due Today  
Join the St. Louis West Zone spring rally, hosted at St. Paul’s. A light breakfast will be served, and speaker Erin Mackenzie will present on 
her mission work in Latin America and the Caribbean. We are collecting USA Forever Stamps for missionaries ’ correspondence and 
Walmart gift cards supporting the Mo. District Pastors’ Wives Retreat. Register by today, March 17 at bit.ly/lwmlrally. 

 Special Voters’ Meeting • Sun., March 24 • Noon • Gym 
A special Palm Sunday voters’ meeting will be held after late services, with the purpose of approving a Call Committee to explore the 
possibility of issuing a Call to Rev. Dale Ward to serve as Assistant Pastor for Media Resources, and providing a final recommendation to 
the voters. The proposed committee consists of the board of elders, Whitney Wade, and Kantor Gerhardt. Note that this is not a meeting 
to call Rev. Ward, but to approve the committee’s composition. Please attend to help us assemble a quorum (75 or more). 

 Last Chance to Purchase a Collectible 175th Anniversary Shirt! 
A handful of our popular 175th anniversary t-shirts in each size are available for those who missed the order deadline and would 
still like one! Dark green adult sizes are available in XS-4XL. Light green youth sizes are available in S-XL. Shirts are $10 each, and 
are first come-first served. Please contact Joanna Hoeltge at jhoeltge@stpaulsdp.org to check availability and to reserve a shirt.   
 

DEADLINES THIS WEEK 
• Girl Scout Cookie Booth • Final Sunday today 

• LWML Spring Rally • Registration closes today  
• Easter Flower Orders • Due March 18 

CALENDAR 
Sunday, March 17 
Puppeteers Weekly Practice, 6pm, ECC 

Men’s Basketball, 7pm, Gym  

Monday, March 18 
Men’s Bible Study, 6am, Zoom 

Quilting: Afternoon Guild, 9am, FH 

Elders Study, 6:30pm, Conf. Room 

Tuesday, March 19 

Wednesday, March 20 
Lenten Service, 11am & 5:30pm 

Lenten Dinner, 6:15pm 

Choir Rehearsal, 7pm 

Thursday, 21 

Friday,  March 22 
Bulletin Assembly 

Saturday, March 23 
LWML Spring Rally, 8:30am, FH 

Worship, 5pm 

Sunday, March 24 
PALM SUNDAY 

Voters’ Mtg., Noon, Gym 

Puppeteers Weekly Practice, 6pm, ECC 

Men’s Basketball, 7pm, Gym  

SUNDAY CLASSES 
Bible Study Hour 9:30am 
Gospel of John • Gym 

Simulcast live on 850am or KFUO.org  

Foundation • Fellowship Hall  

Topical, discussion-based study 

Sunday School • School Rooms 

Preschool: room 101; K/1st: 104; 

2nd/3rd: 203; 4th/5th: 202; 6th-8th: 

Youth Room  

Little Lambs • School Rm. 102 

Infants to 3 years + parent(s) 

M A R C H  1 7 ,  2 0 2 4  

WITNESS 
March 10 In-Person Worship Total • 736 
Living Stone worship • 117 
5:00pm worship •  134 
8:00am worship • 176 
9:30am worship • 155 
10:45am worship  • 154 
Midweek Lenten worship 
11:00am & 5:30pm • 283 
 
Online Viewing  
Sanctuary: 131 • Living Stone: 58 
Approximately 302 total online viewers 

GIVING   

Annual offering budget                   $3,160,000 
Budget year-to-date (37 weeks)            2,248,470 
Received year-to-date                          2,137,588  
Difference actual/budget     - 110,882 
Weekly amt. needed to meet budget  68,161 
Received last week                               31,115  

Loan balance 
Current debt                                         $419,121 
Gifts received July 2023 to date          $91,722 

Tell the Wonders He Has Done 
Ministry Expansion Campaign  
Total Commitments                      $14,535,612 
Gifts received to date                     $1,775,199 

Mission of the Month • Erin Mackenzie • Details in Weekly Word. 

EMPLOYMENT  
Find employment listings and details on St. Paul’s website in the News > Employment tab.  

Now Hiring: ECC Director 
Seeking director for our Early Childhood Center, upon the upcoming retirement of director 
Bev Gruenwald. Contact Dawn Walker at dwalker@stpaulsdp.org.  

Now Hiring: Childcare Staff 
Our exceptional Parents’ Day Out program and Early Childhood Center are growing! Contact 
PDO director Elizabeth Knehans at eknehans@stpaulsdesperes.org, or ECC director Bev 
Gruenwald at bgruenwald@stpaulsdesperes.org. 
• PDO Lead Teacher, Nursery Class (6-14 months) 

Approx. 20 hours/week • M, T, W, F • 7:45am-1pm • August-May 
• ECC PreK Teacher (candidates with teaching degree) 

Full-time, year-round with full benefits • Beginning Aug. 2024 
• ECC Teacher’s Assistant 

Full-time, year-round with full benefits • Beginning March 2024 

 Announcements Added This Week Are Noted with a Star HAVE NEWS? Lay leaders may submit news items to worship secretary Vicki 
Brosch at vbrosch@stpaulsdp.org. Items received by 9:00am Wednesday will be included in 
the Thursday. Weekly Word e-letter or Sunday printed Good News. A word limit of  30-60 
words is suggested (excluding title with date/time), with entries typically running two or three 
weeks, based on available space. Thank you. 

PALM SUNDAY • MARCH 24 
Sanctuary: 8:00, 9:30, 10:45am  •  Living Stone: 10:45am 

Congregation members are welcomed to take palm branches. 

Children’s Palm Processional: Children are invited to join in an opening Palm Sunday processional 
up the center aisle, waving palm branches as the congregation sings hosannas in All Glory, Laud and 
Honor. Children return to their pews down the side aisles. Before the service, parents and children will 
gather in the lobbies (or back of gym) to find palm branches and follow the pastor in procession. Par-
ents are welcome to process with younger children, if preferred.   

mailto:jhoeltge@stpaulsdp.org
http://dwalker@stpaulsdp.org.
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THANK YOU 
January Mission of the Month Thank You • On behalf of the Con-
cordia Christian Church of Mozambique, the ICCM, we thank you for the generous 
$8410 offering. This gift supports the continued training of new pastors for Mozam-
bique, coordinated by the Concordia Seminary in Brazil, and offered by pastors and 
professors who travel regularly for intensive courses for Mozambican students. 
Other projects include building churches and supporting agriculture.  
 

SERVICE & SUPPORT 
 Mindful Monday Devotions Online 
We hope you’ve been finding value in our Mindful Monday devotions delivered to 
your inbox. Please remember that all MM devotions, now numbering 30 and 
counting, can be accessed on our website under the News > Ministry Expansion tab.  

Join Our VBS Volunteer Crew! • Signup at bit.ly/3V4YOym 
Volunteer at VBS, where your time means the world to a child! Adults and teens 
(5th grade+) who volunteer early enjoy first pick of their favorite jobs/days. We’re 
flexible if your plans or availability changes. “Scuba” VBS is June 10-14, 9am-noon.   

$5K Received from Thrivent • Designate by March 31 
In 2023, St. Paul’s received $5,328 in Thrivent Choice Dollars grant funding. Thrivent 
is proud to help support the important work St. Paul’s does and hopes that, togeth-
er, we can do even more in 2024! Please direct remaining 2023 Choice Dollars by 
March 31. Access free resources at bit.ly/ThriventChoiceDollars2023  

MIDWEEK 
March 20 Service 

11:00 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. 

No Lenten dinner or dine-out fundraiser  
on March 20. 

HOLY WEEK 
 

Palm Sunday 
March 24 

Sanctuary • 8:00*, 9:30, 10:45 a.m. 
Living Stone • 10:45 a.m.* 

With children’s palm processional  
in all Sunday services 

 

Bach's St. John Passion 
Tuesday, March 26 • 7:30 p.m. 

 

Maundy Thursday 
March 28  
11:00 a.m. 

7:00 p.m. Includes stripping of the altar  
 

Good Friday 
March 29  

12:05-12:50 p.m. Lunch hour service 
 5:00 p.m.*  

7:00 p.m. Tenebrae service 

No Saturday service on March 30 
 

Easter Egg Hunt 
Sat., March 30 • 10:00 a.m. 

 

EASTER 
 

Easter Sunday  
March 31 

Sanctuary • 8:00*, 9:30, 11:00 a.m 
Living Stone • 9:30 a.m.* 
No Sunday School, Fellowship  

Breakfast, or Bible Classes 
 

*Services that will be livestreamed  
are noted with an asterisk 
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Music at St. Paul’s Presents 

BACH’S ST. JOHN PASSION  
Tuesday, March 26 • Holy Week • 7:30pm 

 
Please join us in worship as Music at St. Paul's and the Ameri-
can Kantorei present Johann Sebastian Bach's  
St. John Passion. Soloists, choir, and instrumentalists  
will be featured.  
 
This year marks the 300th anniversary of the premiere  
of this work. Bach's monumental setting brings the  
Passion narrative from John's Gospel into sharp focus  
as we journey through Holy Week. 
 
Complimentary with a freewill offering; open to the public. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 What We Believe Class • Begins Wed., April 3 • 7:00-8:30pm • FH 
Delve into what the Bible teaches in our upcoming What We Believe class. All 
are welcome, whether to refresh your understanding or to learn something 
new. Meeting for six consecutive Wednesday evenings, our pastor-led class 
offers a comfortable setting and comprehensive teaching on foundational 
topics of the faith including Christ, Baptism, Communion, the Ten Command-
ments, the Lord’s Prayer, and more. Although there is no obligation to become 
a member of St. Paul’s after completing the class, participants who agree with what is 
taught and would like to continue on to membership are warmly welcomed. Contact 
Renee in the church office: rhemmy@stpaulsdp.org or 314-822-0447.  
 

 No Rummage Sale Summer of 2024 
Due to campus construction taking place in the months ahead, it has been decided that 
a rummage sale will not be feasible this summer. Stay tuned for other fundraising op-
portunities and ways to support our St. Paul's youth ministry!  
 

GROUPS AND EVENTS 
ECC Bowling Fundraiser • Sat., April 6 • Crestwood Lanes 
Join ECC families for the third annual adult “Strikes for Our Tikes.” Only one person 
(the "host") needs to enter a name when registering now at bit.ly/3It7JSW. Later, 
gather your team of up to 8 players. Food, drinks, bowling shoes, and lanes are 
included. 

Annual Golf Tournament • Mon., April 22 • Forest Park  
Join us for lunch, an afternoon of golf, and an evening of fun and fellowship benefitting 
our school. Sponsors, auction donations, and volunteers welcome; contact dwalk-
er@stpaulsdp.org. Info/regisration at bit.ly/STPAULSGOLF2024.  

APRIL 1 RELOCATIONS 
Changes During Sanctuary HVAC 
Replacement  
The church sanctuary HVAC system will be 
replaced beginning April 1, necessitating 
location changes for key activities for ap-
proximately eight weeks. We thank you for 
your flexibility and patience during these 
church improvements.  

Activity Relocation 
Sanctuary Worship ................................. Gym  
Living Stone Worship ................ 1938 Church 
Nursery ............................ Church (unstaffed) 
Sunday School  
 (excluding middle school) .................. School  
Fellowship Breakfast .............Fellowship Hall 
KFUO Bible Class ....................... 1938 Church 
Foundation Bible Class ..........Fellowship Hall 
Living Way (large group)........Fellowship Hall 
Ascension Service (May 9) ......................Gym 
Confirmation (May 4) ....... Concordia Sem. Chapel 
School Chapel .........................................Gym 
VBS ............................................. Gym/School 

PARKING REMINDER 
As our City of Des Peres neighbors begin city 
hall renovation construction, please note 
that they have restricted parking (marked 
with new signage) in Des Peres Park to city 
hall patrons and those using the park.  
  

JUNE SPORTS CAMPS 
Registration Now Open! 
Kids Basketball & Volleyball  
St. Paul's Lutheran School offers a strong  
33-year tradition of quality sports camps 
emphasizing Christian sportsmanship, skill-
building and self-improvement, knowledge 
of the game, and teamwork. $50-$70;  
incudes t-shirt. Read more and register at  
stplutheranschool.org/summer-camp. 

EASTER EGG HUNT  
Saturday, March 30 • 10am • ECC Campus 

Make family memories together at our Easter Egg Hunt! All children, from 
babies to second graders (0-8 years), are invited to this annual favorite, hosted 
by St. Paul’s and our Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS) group.  
 
Children will enjoy a hunt for filled eggs, and a special Christ-focused puppet 
show by our own puppeteer troupe. The event is complimentary, with no 
advance registration required, and is open to the community.  
 
We recommend allowing extra time for parking before activities begin. Parking 
is available on the upper and lower Early Childhood Center parking lots, as 
well as in the adjacent St. Paul's Cemetery (one driveway to the north).  

mailto:rhemmy@stpaulsdp.org
mailto:dwalker@g.stpaulsdp.org
mailto:dwalker@g.stpaulsdp.org
https://www.stplutheranschool.org/summer-camp

