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MINISTRY TEAM REPORTS 
 

Senior Pastor’s Report 
Semi-Annual Meeting 

November 15, 2017 
 
 
SHARING MY HEART 
I always like to write a report in a way that I share my heart with the church concerning what I see in 
regards to the future. We all want to leave a positive legacy for the generations to come after us. I 
thank God for allowing me to be the Senior Pastor of the Gathering Place @ NSBC. For me it is a 
blessing to give leadership to this church, to preach and teach the Word of God, and to work with 
men and women of all ages who are serious about serving the Lord Jesus Christ and doing the work 
of the ministry. God is good and gracious in allowing me to serve Him and this church. I’m sure I don’t 
deserve it, but I do my very best to honor God and be faithful to His calling on my life. I thank God for 
those who faithfully serve with humble, positive and praiseful attitudes. I’m optimistic about the 
opportunities God is giving us to minister to people in this area and around the world. Let me share 
with you some of my thoughts tonight.   
 

JOY AND PEACE – AT ALL TIMES 
Are you filled with joy and peace? If not all the time at least most of the time? What robs you of joy or 
peace? Maybe how I should ask the question is, “Who do you allow to rob the joy and peace out of 
your life?” And maybe I should add, “What robs you of your joy and peace?” 

Psalm 94 was written during a time of great oppression (verse 5). Psalm 94 was a psalm to be read 
on Wednesday, the fourth day of the week. It is a psalm that reminds us of God’s righteous 
judgments. The verse I want you to think of is verse 12, which states, “When anxiety was great within 
me, your consolation brought joy to my soul.” (NIV) The verse teaches us that God can bring relief 
from our worries and fears. The word “consolation” means “comfort” and refers to relief of 
emotional stress and satisfaction of mind.  God can bring divine relief and satisfaction to us.  God’s 
comfort brings “joy” or sheer delight to our very souls.  

I truly believe that God wants His followers, His children, to live in joy and peace. His joy and peace 
should be with us all the time. If God can give us joy in the difficult, anxiety producing times then we 
should experience His joy all the time. So, be careful not to allow people or events or changes to rob 
you of the joy and peace God wants you to experience.  

The Apostle Paul tells us in Romans 14:17, “For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and 
drinking but of righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” Then in chapter 15 and verse 13 he 
gives a benediction which states, “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so 
that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.”  
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VISION AND DECISION MAKING 
Followers of Christ understand what it means to live for something greater than themselves. It isn’t 
always easy but leaders attempt to make a direct connection between current reality and aims and 
aspirations for a prosperous or successful future. When we have a lack of vision for a better future 
then the results are lethargy, confusion, disorder, inefficiency and ineffectiveness.  The vision of the 
leadership is to have a church that is healthy and prosperous not just for the here and now but for 
years to come. We want to be a church that is warm and inviting – a true gathering place for all to 
feel welcome. We want to be a church that is focused on following Jesus Christ in how we live, love 
and lead or influence our community and world. Leaders are called to make decisions that they 
believe are God directed and that will keep the organization alive for a long time functioning 
effectively and efficiently.  

I think we would generally agree that we want a great future for the church. A future filled with 
people that are committed to Jesus Christ, the Gospel and meeting the needs of people, requires 
something that we don’t like – change. To be relevant to new people and to younger men and 
women, not just to ourselves, requires us to experiment with things that are new and different. 
Leaders are bound to have blunders because none of us are perfect. We are all to be life-long 
learners because none of us know it all. The key is to work together to turn the blunders into 
benefits.  

Working together is a key issue for the success of any organization. We need to view ourselves as co-
laborers. We need to seek unity and harmony, working humbly and sacrificially with each other even 
when our preferences are different. Together we need to encourage, energize and empower each 
other. We need to do what we personally can, to add the joy and peace in each other’s lives. It takes 
commitment and hard work to be positive and creative not critical and crabby.   

A TRIP TO BINGHAMTON – SAD AND EXCITING 
I guess I lived more years in the Binghamton area than any other part of our nation. Graduated from 
high school there, went to college there, married a beautiful girl from there and ended up 
ministering there for 27 years before coming to Syracuse. Now, I’m drawn to the area because I have 
children and grandchildren living there. 

A few weeks ago, Elaine and I, were in Binghamton to see our family. While there we saw and talked 
to family and friends. Part of our discussion centered around three churches. One was the church 
Elaine and I got married in. Another, on the other end of town was a church that I had spoken in, 
vibrant church with a Christian school. One is closed and the other struggling and I doubt will make 
it. At one time both were influential, healthy and growing churches. The one that is struggling but 
still open has 6 cars in their run-down parking lot. Grass is over grown because they can no longer 
keep up with simple maintenance. Both churches were Bible believing and preaching churches. Sad! 

There is another church that has multiple sites. One site is near the church alive but struggling and 
another site is now meeting in the church that in essence closed. One is just getting started and the 
other is now running close to 400 on a Sunday morning. My kids go to that one. They love it. My 
grandkids are involved in all kinds of great activities that are helping them grow. 

In talking to staff and families of the healthy church they tell me that things are always changing. 
They are adding and subtracting programs.  Always attempting to reach out to the unsaved in new 
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ways while ministering to the congregation. It is a congregation of all ages seeing God’s blessing. The 
pastors are preaching the Word of God.  

I know for a fact that the struggling church and the closed church were committed not to change 
anything. They wanted to still live in their “glory days” when they were alive and well. They were not 
reaching the younger generations and really didn’t care. Sad! 

EXPERIMENTING FOR GREATER EFFECTIVENESS  
Sometimes we are confronted with the choice to change or die. We might not want to articulate it 
this way but sometimes our actions or lack of them is the choice to die. We often insist on holding 
tightly to those things that are not Biblical but are preferences. We all have our sacred cows that God 
might want us to hold loosely not tightly to. I recently read that instead of being “purpose-driven” 
we have become intensely “preference-driven.” Too often any type of change is met with fierce 
resistance and we are willing to die on almost any hill, so to speak. We too often are so “inward” 
focused that we are not looking “outward.” Someone said that we don’t have a purpose beyond 
ourselves and that “people who live for themselves are in a mighty small business”.  

The Southern Baptist Convention states that they closed 900 churches this past year. I recently read 
that 200 churches closed each week this year. There has been a steady decline in the number of 
people attending worship services across our country for the past four years. Too often churches are 
focused on the good old days instead of looking forward.  So many churches are filled with senior 
adults and no young people because we are determined not to change.  

Certainly, God’s Word is unchanging. That is what we fight to stay true to. We find hope, comfort, 
strength and security in the reality of God’s unchanging truth. This reality, however, doesn’t mean 
that we should not change our methods, programs, approaches or any other human-made 
traditions. To say that “We’ve never done it that way before,” or “We’ve done this for the last 25 
years,” is a death declaration.  

We have started “doing” some things differently. There will be things that work to accomplish some 
of our goals and things that will fall by the wayside. I know that some of our experiments or changes 
have been hard for some to accept. I have witnessed fierce resistance and kind of a passive-
aggressive resistance. We must all be careful not to be just inwardly focused.  Let’s not be 
“preference driven” but be “purpose driven” so that we can have a healthy, vibrant church until the 
Lord returns.  

Death of all size churches will accelerate unless we accept change.  Stop bemoaning the changes 
even if you have a different perspective than those in leadership. Make a positive difference at 
church and in our culture. Let go of any “entitlement mentality,” pray for the church and leadership, 
be part of the change and see what is possible in God’s power and blessing. Look ahead. Let’s not 
allow The Gathering Place @ NSBC to become a sad statistic.  

INVITE 
There are many reasons why churches across the nation are closing and dwindling in size. One 
reason that researchers from the Nashville-based LifeWay Research have found is that people in 
church are not inviting their family, friends, neighbors and co-workers to church any more. During 
the growth years of the church it is well known that congregants invited people to church. Surveys 
have shown that churchgoers (78%) are not sharing their faith with anyone and that more than half 
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(59%) say they don’t invite anyone to church. I really think that we could see significant growth in 
both services if only we would start to invite people to church. We cannot think that people will 
come to church just because we are here and have a nice facility. Going to church is no longer the 
culturally acceptable thing to do. We need to do the hard work of “going” and “doing” the work of 
inviting people to church. Be intentional about inviting people to church – pray for those you want to 
invite and reach out to them. Oh, yeah – you need to be at church as well.    

SERMON SERIES 
I have enjoyed the different series of sermons since our annual meeting in May. Proverbs was a 
blessing to me as I studied and preached on many different topics covered in that great book. I hope 
you are continuing to read a Proverb a day for your spiritual health. It has also been a blessing to me 
to study and preach on the Old Testament Book of Daniel. So many stories we already know but 
digging deeper into how they might impact our daily lives has been fun and profitable. I think we all 
need to be challenged to “Dare To Be A Daniel.”  

CHURCH LEADERSHIP 
It is such a blessing to work with our Deacons and Trustees. I’m thankful for their faithfulness and 
commitment to God and this church. I’m grateful for their wisdom and the guidance and direction 
they give. They are examples to us as they work in unity and harmony.  

STAFF APPRECIATION 
I’m excited about our upcoming Ministry Team Appreciation Sunday. As the Senior Pastor I want to 
personally thank our Team with me out of the picture. How long has it been since you expressed 
your appreciation for those men and women who serve us here at the church? We need to affirm 
them and encourage them. Here is an opportunity for all of us to tell them we appreciate them and 
what they do. We can say something positive to them. We can write something to them or give a 
card that says it better than we might be able to say ourselves. Let’s recognize and celebrate them.  

 

Dr. Miller  
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Associate Pastor – Educational Ministries 

 
The theme of reconciliation has been evident in our ministry here at The Gathering Place @ NSBC 
over the past six months.  It was evident in our Summer Missions Weekend as we focused on 
reaching those six-thousand or so people groups that have yet to hear the Good News of the Gospel 
and remain in spiritual darkness; in the expansion of our TESL ministry to include conversational 
English; in our commitment to evangelize the city blocks immediately surrounding our campus at 907 
Butternut St. through a strategic, concerted effort to bring the Gospel message into the homes and 
hearts of our near neighbors who remain in darkness; in hosting a delegation of Cuban dignitaries 
who came specifically to The Gathering Place to express their appreciation and extend their hand of 
friendship; in our short term mission projects to Cuba and the Dominican Republic; in our Wednesday 
night study titled, “Looking Ahead” that began this fall.   

It was expressed powerfully during the L.O.V.E. is the Answer Conference, especially during Dr. 
Miller’s sermon that Sunday when he, along with A.J. Ali, the co-producer of the film, Walking While 
Black, opened our eyes to the inequities and pain experienced by so many in neighborhoods 
throughout our country.   

In that sermon, Pastor took us to Ephesians 2:11 and following, a passage that speaks to the vast 
majority of us as Gentiles.  Our situation was bleak.  We were “alienated from the commonwealth of 
Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise” with no hope and without God (vs. 12).  But in 
Christ, God recognized our helplessness and brought us near by His blood, made Himself our peace, 
broke down the wall of hostility between Jew and Gentile, and through the cross reconciled us to 
God and to those from whom we were alienated, making us fellow citizens with the saints and 
members of the household of God.  And now, we are, “…being built together into a dwelling place 
for God by the Spirit.” (vs.22)   

Christ’s reconciling work did not end with Jews and Gentiles.  His work laid the foundation for us.  
Christ wants it to continue today.  I believe that’s what God wants to do here at The Gathering Place.  
He wants to do it through missions as we continue to partner with 45 active missionary units 
positioned throughout the world.  He wants to do it through new missionaries we are sending out.  
He wants to do it through our TESL ministry that strategically places us in proximity to neighbors 
who are strangers to our culture and our community.  He wants us to be His ambassadors of both 
the message and the ministry of reconciliation, proclaiming and demonstrating the love of Christ so 
that He can bring them near to God and us through the church.   

I believe God wants to do it through short term missions projects in Cuba and the Dominican 
Republic, like the teams that have recently gone out have done.  They have built and repaired homes 
and cisterns, taught women how to make salable items that will add to their livelihood and enhance 
their way of life, taught adults and children stories from the Bible that they can remember and study 
further, and led some to a saving having knowledge of the Lord Jesus.   

I believe God wants us to expand our outreach at and around our 907 Butternut Campus by creating 
small study groups for unsaved, unchurched people who can learn the redemptive stories of the 
Bible through The Story of Hope and come to know the eight essential truths of the Gospel.   
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I believe God wants to do it by expanding opportunities for our neighbors on the Northside to learn 
and grow, opportunities to complete a GED, further their knowledge of the Scriptures, and improve 
their station in life. 

I believe God wants to do it by growing and equipping our people spiritually to study the Word of 
God, to be a force for good and for righteousness in their neighborhoods. The Ministry Area Profiles 
we commissioned within the past six months through ABWE help equip us as a church to do that.  

Jesus’ message and ministry of reconciliation transformed villages and cities - people no different 
than us today.  Not all who saw and heard Him received His message.  Not all who were healed 
believed.  In fact, many whose hearts were hard and whose wills were steeled, cried, “Crucify Him!” 
only months after experiencing His miraculous acts of mercy and grace.  Jesus’ only perquisite for 
those to whom He would minister was love - His love. 

The Apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 5:20-21 describes it like this: “Therefore, we are ambassadors for 
Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to 
God.  For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God.”   

 

Larry Taylor 
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Associate Pastor – SERVE Ministry 
 
It has been such a blessing to see people connecting at The Gathering Place @ NSBC. SERVE put on 
three separate barbecues in the summer. All three barbeques were very well attended and one 
ended with an outdoor baptism where we heard some powerful testimonies of how God touched 
hearts for salvation and changed lives. We connected with one another through these events and 
they also provide a venue where we can invite friends, neighbors, and workmates to church. I talked 
to several people who had invited unsaved friends and family members to church and to one of the 
barbeques after the service.  

Testimonies 

DivorceCare  
One of the participants said that this ministry has been her lifeline. She knows she will repeat the 
class as each lesson has so many things to teach and apply to her life. She is looking for a church and 
wants to come Sunday. Another lady has been looking for a church and thought since DVC has meant 
so much to her that she would come to service. She attended last Sunday and was so glad to see 
others from her class in service. A man shares that DivorceCare has helped him realize his anger was 
hidden inside. He figured out that he needed to forgive and overcome. Another lady shares that she 
likes that DivorceCare is Biblically based and is grateful that she is supported and can be with other 
who can empathize with her. Another lady shared that DivorceCare has helped her to forgive herself. 

 

Single and Parenting 
A young mom shared that after losing her mom, job, and support she got pregnant. She went to 
Single & Parenting at People’s AME Zion church that was started by Dr. Rochelle Ford one of our 
facilitators. She was not able to go to all the sessions there so is coming to our group to finish out 
and be trained to lead the group at her church. She has been blessed to be able to speak freely and 
vent with people who have gone through or are going through the same things. She takes care of 
her baby and is now also taking care of her brother’s four kids. She has been connecting with 
another one of our facilitators who had foster kids at her age. 

GriefShare 
One person shares that GriefShare is needed more than we know, see and hear.  It's very helpful, and 
having it weekly is important because a lot of times there is no other support in our lives and having 
the group to lean on and talk to is great. There is practical and biblical application that we might not 
otherwise get. Another person said, “If there was a Reflective Listening class in the future, they 
would be interested. It means a lot to have someone available to just listen. Fixing or the healing can 
only be between God and us.” 

Dr. Steve Naprawa is doing GriefShare at his workplace and shares: I have had about 6-7 people at 
the GriefShare. A few have completed the class and really got a lot out it. They have found a great 
deal of healing and comfort. I will have two male patients starting in GriefShare tomorrow. Some of 
the patients have lost numerous loved ones, some are anticipating a death and others have lost 
loved ones to suicide. It really helped me cope with the loss of my mom. It's a great program filled 
with scripture, hope and encouragement. Thanks for you and the church's support. 
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Financial Peace University 
Financial Peace University (FPU) is helping over twelve families this year to get control of where their 
money is going by using biblical principles.  One thing, mentioned by many, is that before FPU there 
was a panic if the car broke.  For most people, this took them farther into debt.  Now they have an 
emergency fund in place so they are able to get the car repaired without stress and increasing their 
debt. 

LIFE Groups 
LIFE groups started out well this year with a kickoff luncheon facilitated by SERVE where participants 
were encouraged to continue and or reset groups. My wife Olga and I have been blessed by the 
many relationships that we share in our LIFE Group and the many good solid conversations we have 
had with regards to applying the Sunday sermon into our everyday lives. Some have been very deep 
and life changing. 

Food Pantry and Open Wardrobe 
The Food Pantry and the Open Wardrobe have been serving people and sharing Christ through the 
summer and into the fall. We were blessed to see the Open Wardrobe painted and receive a new 
roof. God is working through using our church to provide for needs and this is adding to the church. 
The workers at the Food Pantry and the Open Wardrobe have been diligent, sensitive, bold and 
compassionate.  

I was blessed to work with Pastor Miller and Pastor Taylor to counsel candidates, Don Miller and 
Zauja Lahtaw on their ordination papers, set-up, and participate in their ordination counsel. It was 
wonderful to see them ordained into the ministry of the Gospel.   

Thanks goes out to all who have served in the SERVE ministry in the past six months. God is working 
through you. 

Ministry Highlights: 

• Baptism Classes – 7 attended and 6 were baptized. 

• Good Soil Evangelism Training – 11 Completed – Pastor Larry, Gail, and I taught. 

• Membership Class – 6 completed. 6 now interviewing with the Deacons for Membership. 

• DivorceCare Support Group – 14 Attending Now – 3 Facilitating    

• Single & Parenting Support Group – 2 Attending Now– 2 Facilitating  

• GriefShare Support Group – 7 Attending Now – 3 Facilitating.  

• Surviving the Holidays – DivorceCare/Single and Parenting/GriefShare are planning for 
November 14th a joint dinner and separate group meetings to help folks with the holidays. A 
LIFE Group will be serving that night.  

• Financial Peace University – 6 Attending Now – 2 Facilitating 

• Sportsmen’s Dinner – I helped in the planning, promoting of the Sportsmen’s Dinner.  The 
SERVE team and others were involved in the follow-up of 60 people.  

• PACE CNY North Syracuse – I completed a weekly outreach Bible study on Thursdays at 11:00 
AM using the Story of Hope. Many faith responses were made. There are anywhere from 10 – 
17 people coming to the study each week. Now I am starting a series on the end-times. 

• After Service Prayer Ministry – Average of ~ 3-4 people per week are prayed for each week.  
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• Wednesday Night Bible Study/Prayer – Dr. Miller, Pastor Larry, and I completed teaching “The 
Prayers of the Bible.” Presently I am co-teaching, Looking Ahead – A Study on Biblical 
Prophecy with Dr. Miller and Pastor Taylor. 

• Ushers – Teams are working hard on Sundays.  

• In Door Greeters/Welcome Center workers are doing a great job.  

• Loving Touch Email Needs Network – 26 requests - most were met!  Some were offers of 
items for adoption and some opportunities as well as help/items needed.  

• New Person Outreach - Personal visits with new folks – 13 total.  

• LIFE Groups –The Gathering Place has a total of 20 active Groups. 

• Open Wardrobe – Open Wardrobe (Clothing Exchange) From May 2017 we had 4984 guests. 
We prayed for 68 guests. We had 176 1st time guests. We had 933 donations.  

• Welcome Coffees – Have been done steadily these last 6 months. We have had 13 adults 
come since May.    

• Food Service Ministry – The SERVE team numerous food events large and small through the 
summer and fall. 

• Annual Meeting Luncheon ~ 200 Served. 

• Fall Kick-off LIFE Group Luncheon- ~ 200 served 

• SERVE did three All Church BBQ’s this summer. 

• Loving Touch Food Pantry - 152 food units were given/ 444 family members served. 

• Pastoral Appointments by myself - 26  
 

 

Blessings, 

        Pastor Bill Marshall  
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Senior Adult Ministry 
 

Looking back over the past several months I continue to see God’s faithful leading in the 
lives of our senior saints and rejoice in knowing He is always in control, even when we don’t 
understand. One of my favorite Bible passages is Proverbs 3:1-8, especially verses 5 & 6.  
Here is the key to trusting Him and waiting patiently for His clear leading.   

Visits with seniors and their families continue to broaden my perspective of the growing and 
expanding needs of folks who are anticipating longer life expectancy and therefore new 
opportunities to let their light shine for Jesus. A recent meeting, looking to the future, 
stimulated our thinking toward more possible opportunities of intentionally building 
relationships that will lead to sharing “our story” of how Jesus has changed our lives. It is 
simple, just tell it like it was and is today! – a transformed life to the glory of God. 

Sharing scripture and hymns during visits is always encouraging, but learning about one 
another’s journey with our Savior gives new meaning to our relationships. And best of all, 
we can each do this with integrity and openness that is mutually encouraging, showing that 
we really care. Some of our seniors may feel like they have been forgotten and a loving, 
unhurried visit can be a tremendous boost to what could be a long week without that 
desired visit.  Please consider the possibility of using your giftedness in blessing someone 
who is home bound, a neighbor or the friend of a friend. 

Over the past several months our Ambassadors Programs have included a service project, 
visiting “portraits” of God’s majestic creation in the Adirondacks and southern central New 
York and always times of wonderful fellowship which energizes our lives to live for Him. We 
are in the middle of planning programs for next year and we welcome suggestions and 
willing hands to make dreams become living proof of good planning for times of growth. 
Our 2017 Christmas Program will include dinner and an excellent photo tour of the Holy 
Land, presented by our own Zach Murphy. 

Please check our schedule of activities at the Welcome Center Information Wall. Please feel 
free to share ideas, questions and comments that could improve our thinking and planning – 
for His glory! 

By His grace, 

Pastor Ray 

“Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; 
we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.” 

 2 Corinthians 5:20 
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Worship 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters,  

In Galatians 6 Paul tells us not to get tired of doing good and that in a proper time we will reap a 
harvest if we do not give up. This year has been filled with opportunities to serve our great God 
together and I believe we have been faithful to those opportunities. Together we have done well 
and I believe in my heart that God is using our labor to reap a harvest for his Kingdom that will 
continue into the future.  

On July 25 we as a church had the opportunity to serve our 
community with the love of Jesus when we hosted a carnival 
at our Community Center on Butternut St.  With the help of so 
many amazing volunteers from The Gathering Place, we were 
able to love on hundreds of people that live in the north side 
of the city of Syracuse. We fed people with hundreds of hot 
dogs, snow cones and cotton candy. You as a church stepped 
up and lead some of the best games kids could ask for. People 
had a great time and there was a strong sense of God’s Spirit 
there, at the corner of Butternut and Park street.  

Just over a week later we, as a church, had another 
opportunity to serve as we came together here at our main 
campus to pack 500 backpacks for Syrian refugees in 
Lebanon. I am so thankful that our pastor had the 
opportunity to go and see what God is doing in Lebanon. 
From his heart, combined with a great team of people, we 
were able to accomplish this 
project together in record time. 
With some organization, an 
amazing group of volunteers, 

were able to pack 500 backpacks filled with school supplies, toiletries 
and even a blanket in under 35 minutes. They were even ready to be 
shipped.  Those 500 backpacks went to children in need of some 
encouragement. They were delivered to kids by World Vision with the Love of Jesus.  

Also, this summer I had an amazing opportunity to work with Michael and Jessica Peschka building 
relationship with some of the best young adults I think I have ever 
met. As our senior high students had graduated high school and 
were about to embark on their future callings, we were able to 
come together for some real talk. As a group we ate together and 
Mike, Jess and I entertained any and all questions the students had 
regarding their faith and future independence as they would be 
leaving home. Man, this was a great time. We got down to it and 
looked to God’s word for all the answers. The students were faithful 
and it made for a very memorable experience. Please pray for our 
students that are away and in school. Pray that students make it their choice to stay close to Christ.  
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I praise God for all of you that have co-labored with me over this last year. There have been so many 
amazing opportunities for ministry that there is no way I could possibly even remember them all. I 
am so thankful for my partner in crime, Nate Southwick who has served this church faithfully as we 
seek to do our very best with the worship services here at TGP. Our heart for this church is so big. As 
God has given our church somewhere around 175 years of ministry we want to see that doubled into 
the future. Thank you for your love and support as I will continue to be the worship leader here at 
TGP but, will also move into the role as youth pastor. I am so excited to move into this role and 
looking forward to teaching the truths of scripture to students. Your prayers are greatly appreciated.  

With Love,  

Ben Tinsch 
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Women’s Ministry 
 
Women’s Ministry is all about people and I am grateful for a team of women who care about other 
women - and not just care, but give time to build relationships and build into the lives of others.  It’s 
usually a process from the time a person comes to church for the first time to when they refer to TGP 
as “my church”.  Everything we do in Women’s Ministry is to first build into the lives of TGP women 
and in turn for them to reach out and build into the lives of others. 

At our June Coffee Talk we had 10 who were there for the first time.  One of those came with a 
friend who is a member at TGP.  The friend invited her several times to church and in October she 
came for the first time on a Sunday morning.  She has since been to Wednesday Night Bible Study, 
her children are in Sunday programs and Awana and her son is in CORE…all because one of our 
women invited her to come. 

41 women are attending Wednesday Night Bible Study as we study the book of Jonah together.  11 
have not been in a Bible Study before.  6 of them are from outside the church.  They came at the 
invitation of a friend or a previous visit to TGP.  One girl told me the first night that she had been to 
MOPS.  She had not been to a Sunday service but decided she would like to “try out” Bible study 
first.  She continues coming to Bible Study and has since started coming to church.  AND her husband 
and children come with her.  

About 40 attend each MOPS meeting and with those 40 come 40+ children to the Moppets program.  
Each meeting brings new girls from outside the church.  Some are invited by friends and some find us 
online.  Girls come for many reasons, often because they are lonely or looking to find a group of 
women who will understand their particular stage in life.  They find that and so much more at MOPS.  
They find caring and love from our steering team and mentor and they have the opportunity to meet 
Jesus.   

Girlfriend Getaway Weekend was Sept 22-24.  What a great time we had with Nicole Paschall as our 
speaker.  She started with the basic premise that as women we all have a desire to be known – 
known by others and especially known by God.  She shared herself, her experiences, the good, bad, 
and difficult times that God has used to show her that we ARE known by God! He invites us into an 
intimate relationship with Him.  Many women came away ready to meet Jesus at a deeper level than 
ever before.   

At the October Coffee Talk we again had 10+ women there for the first time.  As a result of that 
evening, 3 women have been attending Bible Study for the first time.  

We have two events coming up soon.  One is Single Parent Day Out.  This is a love gift to the single 
parents in our church, many of whom serve regularly in the various ministries at TGP.  

Also, coming soon is the Christmas Coffee Talk and Craft Fair on December 2nd.  This is the biggest 
evangelistic event for women all year.  We expect over 450 to attend.  Typically, 2/3 of that number 
are not from our church.  Please pray with us for God to be glorified and for women to come to faith 
through this event. 

Gail Taylor 
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Director of Operations & Men’s Ministry 
“One generation shall commend your works to another, and shall declare your mighty acts.” 

Psalm 145:4 ESV 

 

The responsibility we have as church and church body to reach the next generation is immense. The 
opportunity to pause twice a year and reflect on all that God has done and continues to do here in 
our church is a reflection of His goodness.  

As I write this report it becomes extremely personal as I sit here as an empty nester myself.  This 
summer I had the wonderful opportunity to work here with my son, Joshua at our 420 Campus. The 
job for him, this summer, was to landscape the outside of our church and make it look fresh and new 
again. This entailed cutting down trees, removing stumps, pulling out shrubs, removing old concrete 
sidewalks, laying down sod and moving over 45 yards of stone. He also made our playground look 
new again with rubberized mulch and new paver sidewalk. The demolition of the Main entrance 
ceiling was a crucial step toward the total renovation. He made the front of MacKinney Hall look 
vibrant again as well as our community landmark “Our Bible” out front. 

The involvement of Josh and his age group is crucial for the life-blood of our church.  In fact, the Pew 
Research Center documents that millennials are the least outwardly religious American generation, 
where “one in four are unaffiliated with any religion, far more than the share of older adults when 
they were ages 18 to 29.” This must change for our church and I believe it is starting to evolve with 
the addition of Nate Southwick as media director and Ben Tinsch as worship leader. 

On Tuesday nights throughout the spring and summer we play basketball with roughly 25-30 young 
men/women each week. We also have a young adult life group that meets Thursday nights and is led 
by the Piazzas and Bryan Whisman. This group also contains roughly 25-30 people. They initially meet 
in our Cafe to socialize then move to the Parlor to study God’s Word. These same young adults also 
serve on Sunday morning in areas like the Information Center, Café and in the Worship Service. At 
our Wednesday night Men’s Bible study about half of our numbers are young millennial men.  

There are many other things I could share with you in this brief report like a new roof on the Open 
Wardrobe house and how we collected over 34K on our kiosk in the lobby, but none of them 
personally excite me more than the activity of young people in our church. I am personally 
encouraged by what has taken place thus far and what we have been able to accomplish through 
these young people, but we have a long way to go. The question I have for you as a person reading 
this report, where do you want your children, grandchildren, niece or nephew to attend if they 
attend at all? Hopefully, it’s right here at The Gathering Place. 

 

In His service, 

Henry Zaborowski 
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The Gathering Place KIDS & Little Lamb Preschool & Kindergarten 
 

TGP KIDS 

I am so thankful for the faithful men, women and youth that serve in the Children’s Ministry at The 
Gathering Place.  They are committed to teaching our children the truths that are found in God’s 
Word every week through Little Lamb, Sunday Morning Worship and our Wednesday night Awana 
Program.  Their commitment to these children humbles and excites me every week to watch them 
interact and teach the children with creativity. Thank you to all of those who serve on the Children’s 
Ministry Team – this also includes our security, and check in people! 

Highlights: 

VBS:  July 10-13th with the Circus theme “Let’s Celebrate Jesus” we had 152 children and 57 
workers come to enjoy crafts, Bible stories, gym activities, fun snacks and exciting worship with 

our Circus Ring Leader Mr. Ben 😊 the children had a super fun week and many were sad (one 
little boy in tears) that it did not run all summer long!   

Little Lamb:  The halls are full of laughing and learning as the children are settled into their classes. 
We are thankful for Diane Close’s service to Little Lamb and wish her much happiness as she 
retires. We welcome Michelle Fava as the new TA with Mrs. Becky.  We have enjoyed our annual 
field trip to the Syracuse Zoo (the hottest day in Sept.) and are preparing now for our 
Thanksgiving Feast and Birthday Party for Jesus!  We have had a couple of new Little Lamb 
families join us on Sunday mornings and Awana!  We are thankful for your prayers for protection 
over our school and opportunities to share Jesus with our Little Lamb families! 

Sunday Morning Worship:  We are excited to welcome new families to our Sunday Morning.  It has 
been exciting to have new babies in the nursery and walkers and 2 & 3’s.  I am so excited that the 
4th and 5th grade class has between 15-20 kids on Sundays!!  

Awana: Awana is meeting every Wednesday with great attendance in all of our classes.  The 
Cubbies and Sparks have lots of energy and the T&T boys and girls are enjoying their new books.  
We had a fun time at the Grand Prix last Saturday with many creative, fast cars! 

Renovations: We are excited for our new entrance to our children’s wing and the bright, open 
space in the Eastman Room.  This room gives us a huge space to use now and for future ministry.  

Special Friends Ministry:  We are excited to begin our ministry to children with Special Needs and 
their families.  We are assembling a sensory room that will benefit our special kids and give them a 
place to take a break when needed.  It is important to make ALL children feel welcomed and 
valued as they are a part of our church family. 

Thank you for the support and encouragement that I have had over these past 10 months.  I am very 
excited for our Children’s Ministry as we move forward to bring children and families closer to Jesus 
and His Word!   

 

Janice Cooper 
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Interim Youth Pastor  
 

During the summer of 2017 the youth-group had a number of events. We had a gym night at the 
church filled with games, mini-putt at Big Dons, we went to a Chiefs game, enjoyed a trip to Darien 
Lake, and spent an afternoon at Heritage Park playing Disc Golf. These summer events helped to 
keep the students engaged with the church, helped to maintain friendships through the summer, 
and were great opportunities for the students to get to know Mike Peschka as the Interim Youth 
Pastor before regular youth-group began. 
 
Youth-group for Wild & Free (6th-8th grade) and Core (9th-12th) officially began on September 10th 
with a kickoff party. We had approximately 80 students and 20 leaders, games, pizza, and a message. 
During the kickoff, we handed out index cards and gave the students the opportunity to 
anonymously ask questions. There were no limitations on the questions the students could ask 
because we wanted to be able to answer the questions the students were struggling with. We 
received 60+ questions, and have been able to address many of them in the past few months. 
 
On September 29th we went to Destiny Mall for an overnighter called Syracuse Tour. We had a 
group of about 40 attend. It was a fun night that we were able to spend with the students playing 
games and pulling an all-nighter. 
 
We have a few upcoming events for the rest of the year with a Wild & Free Lock-in at the church 
December 8th-9th, and a Christmas Party on December 17th.  
 
Messages: My main goal for the teaching for the past couple of months was to teach through 
portions of the Bible while addressing current “hot-topic” issues being dealt with by the students. 
 

• We began by talking about our worldview (the grid through which we interpret the world) 
and how everyone has one. We compared and contrasted two major worldviews (Biblical 
Creation vs. Evolution), talked about absolute truths, sources of truth, and how truth is NOT 
subjective.  
 

• We talked about the Bible (who wrote it, where was it written, when was it written, how did 
it get to us today, can we trust it, how do we know it is infallible, etc.) 
 

• We talked about the Creation of mankind (created in His image, and the identity, value, and 
worth that this gives us), along with addressing the current hot-topic of transgenderism. 
 

• We learned about the Fall of Mankind in Genesis 3 (Who we are, our need for a Savior, why 
do bad things happen). 
 

• We studied Judges, and the result of mankind “doing right in their own eyes”. We discussed 
the fact that we are always serving someone or something, discussed the fact that when God 
says something He always comes through, and how there are consequences for wrong 
thinking. 
 
 
 



 17 

Future Teachings: 
• For the rest of the year, we are going to be discussing “Who is Jesus” (Prophecy and The 

Gospels), then “who we were” (pre-salvation), and “who we are” (post-salvation) from the 
book of Romans. 

 
 

Michael Peschka 
 

 


