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26-0liverpool goes

File photos
On Sunday, Liverpool High School’s boys basketball team defeated Half Hollow Hills East 71-65 to win the New York State Class AA final in Binghamton, maintaining their un-
defeated record for the season and taking home the first state championship in program history. See story, page 10.

North Syracuse Baptist Church leads missions in Cuba
BY ASHLEY M. CASEY

staFF Writer

Cuba is one of the most restrictive countries in Latin 
America. The average salary — provided by the govern-
ment — is $25 a month. And while limits on religious 
expression have loosened somewhat in recent years, it’s 
practically impossible to buy a copy of the Bible.

For the past nine years, nearly 300 missionaries have 
taken part in The Gathering Place at North Syracuse Bap-
tist Church’s initiatives in Cuba, which provide Bibles 
and other religious education material, school supplies, 
leadership training, sports ministries and construction 
projects.

“Everybody who goes over there, I think, comes back 
a changed person,” said Dr. George Miller, lead pastor at 
NSBC. “They also come back ready to go back.”

Miller’s journeys to Cuba began nearly a decade ago 
when he was invited to teach a leadership course there. 
While U.S. tourists are prohibited from visiting Cuba, cer-
tain American visitors are allowed in for educational or 
religious trips.

Miller brought a member of the NSBC congregation 
with him: Dan Sorber, owner of Syracuse-based business-
es LiftSafe FuelSafe, Broadway Café and Arctic Island.

Sorber’s interest in Cuba was piqued while on a family 
vacation to Key West, Florida, Miller said.

“While they were there on vacation, a mother and son 
washed up on the shore trying to escape Cuba,” Miller 
said. “That touched his heart and soul.”

That event, coupled with Sorber’s first trip to Cuba, led 
Sorber to dedicate his time and his businesses’ profits to 
improving life for the people he fell in love with.

“They continuously have a positive outlook, a positive 

attitude, even when things are difficult,” Sorber said of 
the Cuban people.

Sorber said he and his wife, Gwen, were planning out 
their retirement years, which are fast approaching. Golf 
and fishing would eventually lose their luster, Sorber said, 
so he wanted to find a more fulfilling way to fill his golden 
years.

“I’d like to finish strong,” he said. “Where could we 
make the greatest difference with the skills and talents the 
Lord has given us?”

Building churches, building relationships
In 2010, Sorber led a series of construction projects, 

repairing roofs of homes damaged in the 2008 hurricane 
season.

“That was a tremendously successful project, and that 
was done at the request of the Cuban government,” he 
said. “I think we have been incredibly privileged to be 
able to have relationships with the Cuban government. 
God has opened up amazing doors with the U.S. govern-

provided photo
Cuban children enjoy a youth center built by Dan sorber 
and his crew.

Changes  l  Page 2

How to help
to learn more about the Gathering Place at NsbC’s 

mission work in Cuba, contact the church at (315) 
458-0271 or info@tgponline�org� to learn more about 
construction projects in Cuba, contact dan sorber at (315) 
952-0692 or liftsafefuelsafe@gmail�com�
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