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WHY GOD?
Every time a natural disaster occurs, I receive 

a flood of questions and concerns from 

Christians and non-believer’s alike. Christians 

are wrestling with the fact that something 

devastatingly tragic has happened and why 

would a good and loving God allow such bad 

things to happen. The antithesis to the 

Christian concern is usually nay-sayers or 

cynics that are happy to use a natural disaster 

as a medium to point out the flaws of our 

Christian faith.

 

Unfortunately, lately there has been a lot 

more media attention on devastation from 

natural disasters than we’ve seen in the past 

several decades. Consequently, I’ve been 

approached more recently about God and 

weather than ever before. There are many 

reasons for this. It could be that social 

media is much more present with the 

opportunity for more viral communication 

or that the news feeds on drama and what’s 

more dramatic than lives effected by 

natural disaster. Whatever the reason, most 

people on average feel like natural disasters 

are happening more readily and that each 

year is worse than the year before. In 

reality, we’ve seen a decline in reported 

disasters over the last two decades.

In 2000 we had a record number of globally reported 

natural disasters. It is reported that 526 events took place 

in 2000 as opposed to only 291 in 2017. In fact, the world 

has experienced a downward trend of natural disasters in 

the last 17 years. Contrary to popular opinion and despite 

everything we see and hear, the world is not coming to an 

end because weather is getting worse every year. As a 

matter of fact, the God who created all things sustains all 

creation by His word. [References: 1 Corinthians 8:6, 2 

Peter 3:7, Hebrews 1:3]
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Without providing an entire exegetical study on the original state of creation all the way through the 
redemptive value of what Jesus provided on the cross, I’ll sum up my answer to this question with this - 
“God created the perfect plan, we messed it up, and Jesus fixed our mistake”.
 
When God created all things, His creation was perfect. He saw that it was good and rested on the 7th day. 
Scripture shows us that due to mankind’s choices, sin entered the world. And because of this, everything was 
affected. Man was now dead spiritually and his days numbered, the animals and plants were affected, and 
even the ground (the planet) was affected and “cursed for man’s namesake”. [Reference: Genesis 3:17-30]
 
We now live in a “broken world”. A world that is not the way God had originally created it to be. There will 
be fire, wind, hurricanes, tornadoes, earthquakes, floods, and volcanoes because the earth is cursed with the 
curse of sin. Unfortunately, death and devastation are promised realities in this world’s fallen condition. 
Romans 8:19 -22 tells us, “For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. 
For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected 
it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom 
and glory of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of 
childbirth right up to the present time.” 
 
From the beginning, God has always given mankind the authority to choose and to have free will. Sin, 

along with natural disasters, entered the world as a result of that free will. The good news is God is a 

loving, merciful, and gracious God. He provided a way of escape in Jesus. There is a redemptive work of 

the cross that can save a man or woman from the sting of death, to restore a person stricken with 

sickness, and even to heal our land. 

 

Regarding God allowing or not allowing natural disasters to occur, I find myself thankful. I’m thankful 

that when God makes a promise He keeps it, I’m thankful for free-will, and I’m thankful for the 

redemptive work of Jesus on the cross of Calvary.

 

Had God not given mankind free will, there would never be any natural disasters. That means that we’d 

never make our own choices either. I don’t thank God for the bad things that happen in my life because 

of the influence of sin in this world, but I do thank God in everything for power of Jesus in my life.

WHY THEN DOES GOD ALLOW A 
NATURAL DISASTER TO OCCUR?


