
FAIR DONATIONS 
 

THE DONATION GIVE-A-WAY 

$100 OUTBACK STAKEHOUSE 

Here’s How it works: 

1. Bring your donation 

2. Get a ticket from the media room 

3. Put your name on the back of the ticket 

4. Put your ticket in the jar 

5. Repeat steps 1 through 4 as many times as you like 😊 

The drawing will be held on September 30th for the prize winner 

“I didn’t know that church people could 

have so much fun” – Said every fair goer 

DONATION ITEMS STILL NEEDED INCLUDE: 

 13.7 oz McCafe’ coffee drinks 

• Vanilla     10 bottles 

• Caramel    22 bottles 

• Mocha     10 bottles 

 packages of napkins Family Size  14 pkgs 

 Gallon Whole Sour Pickles   3 jars 

 4- 2 lb bags of round nacho chips  8 Boxes 

 Napkins Lage Family Size   2 pkgs 

 Snow Cone Syrup (Rest. Supply on 50th, Walmart, & Food King) 

• Vanilla     1 Gal 

• Stawberry    1 Gal 

 Crock Pot Liners ***NEW Item***  5 Boxes 

 Monetary Donation (every $5 gets a ticket) 

 

 

Thanks to each and every one of you in advance for your support, with donations, volunteering and general support! You 

are all amazing! 

 

HELP WANTED 

We will need volunteers to 

help set up and tear down the 

booth before and after the fair 

week. 

What’s needed: Trucks, large 

SUVs, and vans that can carry 

the supplies and equipment to 

the fair grounds. 

Oh… and people who are able 

to lift and transport these 

items too. 😉  

If you’re interested, please 

register on the events page or 

in the calendar. 
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A NOTE FROM SHONTAL… 

I ran across this in my folder of fair documents and thought I would 

share it again. I wrote this at the end of our 3rd year of doing the Fair in 

2014. We are now entering our 7th year, wow! I think this will explain 

why the Fair is so important to Connect, and to me, on several different 

levels. I hope you enjoy the read.  

 

Faith Without Works is Dead 

How does our awesome church pull off a full week of fair concerts? This is the very 

question I asked myself the first time I volunteered to head up the concession 

stand at the Fair. This is not going to be easy, but I love planning and organizing 

and putting events together, therefore the challenge was set. So, off I went, I 

rounded up a faithful group of helpers; we then devised a plan, a menu, and 

started the campaign of asking for volunteers and donations. With that my fair 

experience had begun!  

When we started this year, I questioned everything about the fair. Even though the 

first two years were fairly successful, monetarily, I felt we were missing something. This was not all our fair experience was 

supposed to be. Was it? We struggled for volunteers, getting logistics lined up was at times a nightmare, people couldn’t 

wait to get out and go home, and we were by no means doing our part to increase God’s kingdom. Is it worth it when you 

factor in all the obstacles? How do we get more donations? Will the concerts pull in enough people to be able to make a 

profit? Is our menu enticing enough to draw people in and eat at OUR concession? Do we have enough volunteers? The 

questions just kept coming. How was I supposed to fix this? The big, bold, loud answer? I am not going to fix this… God is. 

And once again after thinking about those two previous years, after the memory of having to talk people into working, and 

worrying about everything, it finally hit me while working on the third year; ok, so it wasn’t anything I didn’t already 

know, it was just finally embedded in my knower what I knew I should have known all along… God’s got this! 

Once I finally listened to God, figured out where the importance of the fair lies, there was nothing else to worry about; 

except how to pull it off.  Okay Shontal, you just said there was nothing to worry about, where is your faith? 

“Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for 

all he has done.  Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. His 

peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:6-7 

And with THAT verse, my favorite verse, I knew our little church called Connect could and would pull it off! I told God, 

“consider it done!” And done it was!    

At the end of the each night, after the money had been counted, the concession cleaned and set up for the following night, 

after we prayed and thanked God for all he had given us that night and all that he had in store for the following nights, 

after we all said Amen, I looked around at the most awesome church family anyone could possibly ask for, what I saw was 

a group of people still standing around visiting, it didn’t matter that, everyone had already worked their regular jobs, on 

top of standing on their feet for the last six hours, it didn’t matter that almost everyone still had to be up the following 

morning to go to work, what mattered was the friendship, the laughing, the cutting up, the joking, the sincere conversation 

amongst ourselves (and the occasional ice fight), what mattered was all the witnessing to the concert goers that had taken 

place over the last six hours, and everyone looking forward to the next night with smiles on their faces and knowing they 

get to do it all over again. 

There were over 9,700 people enter through the doors of the coliseum to sit and listen to a live concert during that week, 

however, the number of people that walked through those doors, the amount of money we made, the time it took to put it 

all together none of that was important,  it was recognizing the lost people that God sent through those doors looking for 

guidance, for a place to call their church home, looking for some understanding, or find someone who cared enough just to 
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listen, or maybe they needed that smile they were greeted with when they stepped up to our counter to order. That’s what 

was important. We will never know the number of lives we actually impacted over the duration of the six concerts. 

However, one thing is for sure, God was there every night, and every night I just kept repeating to myself,  

“For I (we) can do everything through Christ, who gives me (us) strength”  Philippians 4:13.  

We have now completed our third year, and with a new attitude and outlook, I figured out those six days we spend at the 

fair is not about the amount of money we bring in, it isn’t about the concerts, it isn’t even about the number of people that 

come through the doors. It is about the fellowship and the fun that Connect Church has when we all get together, it’s about 

increasing God’s mighty kingdom!  

This year we added a Connect table outside the booth where people can come and get information about Connect, ask for 

prayer or just talk. This was what and where we were suppose to have had our focus all along. While the fair was not the 

most profitable year we have ever had I could not be more proud of God’s work we all accomplished. The bible says that 

faith without works is dead, well let me tell you something, I watched a little church called Connect fill a coliseum full of 

faith!!! 

With all of that said, I went from worrying about not having enough volunteers to having a plethora of volunteers. We had 

more fun than anyone should have working that hard, and at the end of the night everyone went home with a smile. 

Connect had 28 volunteers work approximately 400 hours of the fair this year, some worked every night, some only 

worked a night or two, but the faith, the dedication, and the determination to show people that God is still alive and make 

it visible through each and every one of our works came through every night. 

I love coordinating the fair every year, as I know this is what God has called me to do, however I can tell you beyond a 

shadow of a doubt that I am not the one in charge, God has that title, and that title I will gladly let him keep! For He has it 

under control, if we just step back and let Him be Him through all of us. 

By myself I cannot and would not have been able to pull this off! Each and every one of you played a major role in the 

success of the fair, the hours you volunteer, the donations you make, the suggestions you come up with, the giving of your 

time, the prayers and the encouraging words I hear from you all has not gone unnoticed. I thank each and every one of 

you, from the bottom of my heart and I know with prayer, faith, and God we will be even more successful next year! Watch 

out Panhandle South Plains Fair 2015, Connect Church is on fire!!! 

2018 addendum:  

Faith with Action is Alive! 

God is still blessing us though our works at the fair. Last year, 2017, was not a stellar year as far as profits 

go, we had a lot working against us, however, I still saw several people talking to our church members at 

the Connect table outside the actual food booth. We may not have seen them walk through the doors of 

our church, but I promise you, there was a Godly seed planted in their life just waiting on a chance to 

bloom. I saw people walk up to the counter without a smile and the minute they ordered a box of popcorn 

and then watched Tara throw it at me, there was an instant smile. I heard from more than one person 

that they enjoyed coming to our booth and seeing the true friendship and fun that our little church family 

had. That is another seed.  

 We are set for an amazing year for 2018, a new menu, new people to introduce to the fair chaos, 

some good shows, and of course all the people that already know what the fair chaos is all about and the 

fun had by all.  

 Thank you in advance for all your help, comments, concerns, and most of all love and prayers! 

Love you all! 


