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 Upcoming Events… 
Small Groups this week 

Sun. (3/5) –  9:30a – Classes/Confirmation 

          10:30a – Worship 

 

                      Looking Ahead 

Sat. & Sun. (3/10-11) – Spring Celebration 

Fri (3/17) – March Madness Event 

 Women of Hope 7p 

Sat. (3/18) – Men’s Breakfast 8a OP Denny’s 

 

Lent 
March 1st is the first day in Lent, a time of 

reflection and spiritual preparation leading to 

Easter. For the next two weeks in worship our 

theme will be: Journey to the heart of Jesus.   

 

On Sunday, March 5th, the Scripture lesson 

will be Mark 6: 7-13 and the message title is: 

"Willing Obedience". We will also observe the 

sacrament of communion.    

 

On Sunday, March 12th the Scripture reading 

will be Mark 6:30-34, and the message title 

is "Compassionate Spirit". 

 

These Sundays will prepare us for our next 

series beginning on March 19th, Prayer and 

Evangelism Sunday, and a Covenant initiative 

known as B.L.E.S.S.  More about this soon! 

 

March 1, 2017 

Women of Hope 

Spring Celebration 2017 - March 10-11  

West Suburban District Host - Hope Covenant 

Church 

 There is some baking that needs to be 

done for this event. Speak to Kenya 

with your willingness. 

This is a big year as we not only have our 

fellowship and worship time, but our business 

meeting will include the election of new 

officers and ministry chairs as well as a vote 

on revisions to our bi-laws and proposal of 

changes to the constitution.  

Cost is $35 

 

The next meeting of Women of Hope will be 

Friday, March 17th at 7:00 p.m. 

Use Your Gifts 
Here are some opportunities for service; see if 

your gifts match these areas of need: 

Webmaster; a person dedicated to expanding 

our digital footprint and keeping our website 

engaging and up to date. Youth ministry meal 

coordinator; someone able to recruit 

volunteers and care for details related to 

providing food at youth events. Maintenance 

worker; a person willing to do some of the 

ongoing heavy custodial duties in our 

building. We have some help already with 

weekly cleaning, but other areas need 

additional help: stripping, waxing and buffing 

of tiled areas represents a good example. 

Visitation volunteer; additional persons are 

needed to check in with our elderly members 

and others unable to worship with us. We 

want to convey that our church family reaches 

consistently beyond our doors to those among 

us in special need. 

See Pastor Evan with your willingness. 

Prayer Requests 

Here are some areas for prayer this week:        

* Pray for our confirmation students, that the 

Lord will use this time in their lives to reveal 

himself to each one in a personal way:  Ryan, 

Abby, Eli, Kate, Carly.   

 *Pray for the gathering of women at our 

church on Saturday, March 11th for the 

Central Conference Spring Celebration, that 

the Lord will deepen the walk of our women 

through their time together at HOPE. 

 



 

  

Homecoming Schedule 

March 5th - Classes 

March 12th - Service Sunday 

March 19th – Classes 

March 26th – Breakfast 

Serving This Week 

Nursery: Lisa Dailey 

Preschool Table: Lori Reynolds 

Cafe: Christina Kempe, Julie Goranson, Bev 

Havinga & Charlotte Hampton 

March Madness comes to 

Hope 

On Friday, March 17th, Hope Covenant 

Church will be hosting and showing multiple 

live games, via two large screens.      

  

This event is open to all men and boys and a 

great way to invite your friends and neighbors 

to a great viewing tradition.  While enjoying 

basketball is not even necessary.  The fast pace 

of watching parts or all of eight different 

games in less than five hours might just turn 

you into one of those madness fans.   So come 

out and enjoy some great food, good friends 

and a couple buzzer beaters to be sure. 

Oh yes, the best part, the cost for all that fun, 

nothing, $0.00.   

 

Words from Evan 

     I completed, just for the fun of it, an on-line IQ test the other day. I felt confident I had done pretty well. 

Turns out, I am of average intelligence. It took a while for this to settle in, but reckoning back to my long ago 

SAT performance, I guess I can take solace in the fact that I have remained consistent all of these years. 

    More importantly, do I need an outside source to determine my intelligence, or closer to the point, my value 

as a human being? For most of us, the answer is:  Absolutely! I care what others think about me, including my 

appearance, my performance of expected duties, my relationships, adeptness as a spouse, father, brother, 

pastor, neighbor and so on. I know this is not unique to me: A lot of our time every day is spent in some way 

promoting, maintaining and sometimes faking what we think we are supposed to be doing, thinking, or 

acting. 

    It’s a lot of work. Advertisers love this about us. If they can slyly promote a product as somehow enhancing 

our outer public selves, it is pretty much a guarantee that sales will rise. There is a pill for this or that (ask 

your doctor if it is right for you!), creams to reduce “the appearance” of fine lines, nutritional plans that will 

have you looking like Marie Osmond in no time, and of course a car that will turn heads as you are on your 

way to Taco Bell. 

    What if we did not have to work so hard at maintaining?  What would your life be like free of the 

expectations of others?  What would you do that you really love?  Who would you spend today with?   

     What if what was within us was suddenly more important that what our outsides show?  What if the 

condition of our spirit, our inner peacefulness, our integrity to ourselves, our relationship with God was the 

focus of all of our precious energy and time?  What if our value came from an assurance that in the opinion of 

our Creator we are precious, perfect, just as He intended?  What if we began to see others the same way also? 

   In the bible, when Samuel went out at the Lord’s instruction to anoint a king over Israel he reviewed the 

sons of Jesse.  As might be expected, the eldest and strongest among Jesse’s sons were presented first, and 

even Samuel thought: This must be the one! It is here that the Lord inserts a profound insight to the heart of 

our Creator: 

“The Lord does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks 

at the heart.” (1st Samuel 16: 7) 

    There was, as it turned out, one more son, the youngest, who was out in the field tending the sheep.  His 

name:  David. He, Samuel anointed, and “the Spirit of the Lord came upon David in power.” 

    What is in your heart today?  Are you open to the presence and blessing of God and his Spirit?  There is 

nothing more important for your time and attention today. 

 

Concert 
Jeremy Camp 

I Will Follow Tour 

Sunday, March 12, 2017 

7:00 pm. 

 

Harvest New Beginnings 

5315 Douglas Road 

Oswego, IL  60543 

 

for tickets and info visit gopromoters.com 

 

If you would like to join a group going from 

Hope, 

See Lorri Cole or Lori Reynolds 

 



 

 experiencing christ    growing in community    serving compassionately       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Men’s Bible Study 

The men's Wednesday evening bible study 

will take a break for several weeks beginning 

February 8th. This will allow participation in 

the small groups which are beginning this 

week.  

Men’s Breakfast 

The men will meet Saturday, March 18th at 

8:00 AM for breakfast at Denny's in Orland 

Park. Enjoy fellowship, great food and 

encouragement for our faith journey.  


