
 
 
 
  
  

Upcoming Events… 
Wed. (1/6) – Men’s Bible Study 7:30p  
Sun. (1/10) - 9:30a – class/confirmation 

          10:30a – Worship 
 Undecorate the church after cafe 
Fri. (1/15) – Women of Hope 6p 
Sat. (1/16) – Men’s Breakfast 8:30a 
Sun. (1/17) – Family Ice Skating 
Sun. (1/24) - Congregational Meeting 
Sun. (1/31) - Congregational Meeting 

Our Truth…Jesus Revealed 
 
Sunday is the first Sunday in Epiphany. The 
text will be Luke 3:15-17, 21-22   "The heaven 
was opened..."  

January 6, 2016 

Please Bring 
The church is out of large black garbage bags, 
next time you’re at the store please pick some 
up and bring them to the kitchen. 

Ice Skating 
Join us on Sunday January 17th for an event to 
remember. We will be ice skating at 
Centennial Park at noon and having  pizza 
party and cocoa bar afterward in the 
cafe'.  This is a free event! 
 
Everyone is invited! Families of all ages, 
singles, couples, grandparents/children, aunts 
and uncles, nieces and nephews.  
 
Please sign at the Welcome Center or reply to 
the separate email you received, so we have 
an accurate count for skating and pizza.  
 

Homecoming     
Join us at 9:30 this Sunday morning as we 
gather together to have breakfast.  
 

Card Shower 
Please join with family and friends as we 
shower Alice Miranda with cards to celebrate 
her 100th birthday January 18th. 
 
Cards may be mailed to: 
Alice Miranda 
1100 N. River Rd. Unit 2303 
Shorewood, IL 60404 

Ministry Leaders… 
now is the time to write your annual report--
please include a summary of 2015 activities, 
plans for this year and needs or challenges 
you may be facing.  All reports need to be 
submitted by January 24th for inclusion in the 
annual report. 

Congregational Meetings 

There are two meetings of our congregation 
scheduled in January.  The first will be held 
after worship on the 24th, and is our election 
meeting--the congregation chooses people to 
serve on the 2016-17 Leadership Team.   The 
second meeting will be held January 31st--this 
is the annual meeting of our congregation.   At 
this meeting we will receive ministry reports, 
enjoy multi-media presentations of our work, 
hear from staff, and receive a financial 
update.   Please be in attendance. 

Unhanging ‘o the Greens 
Please stay after café for a short time on 
Sunday, January 10th. We will need to take 
down all of the Christmas decorations. If 
everyone helps it can be done in just a short 
time. There will be jobs for all skill levels from 
packing ornaments to lifting 3 Christmas trees. 
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 Serving this Week 

Nursery: Karen Bergstrom & Katie Chavez 
Preschool Play: Julie Goranson & Seth 
Thompson   
Café: Kenya Raichart & Ginny Sciacca  
Cleaning: Marilyn Cokely 
 

Men’s Breakfast 
The next men's breakfast will be Saturday, 
January 16th at 8:30 a.m. in our Cafe. Good 
food, fellowship and an encouraging word. 
 

Men’s Life 
Men's Bible Study will meet Wednesday, 
January 6th from 7:30 to 8:30. Come early for 
snacks. This year we will be doing a study on 
Decisions. The first lesson is "Why is God 
Silent." If you cannot be there go to 
the Church’s website, click on Life at Hope 
then click Men's Bible Study.  You will find 
this week’s lesson. Hope to see you there. 
 

Women of Hope  

Our next meeting will be Friday, January 15th 
at 6:00 p.m. Women of all ages are welcome. 
 

Words from Evan 
     These are the days of resolutions, new beginnings and renewed intentions. A fresh year, and maybe 
a fresh start. The truth is, it is not easy to change, and the habits we have acquired do not bend easily 
just because the calendar now says 2016. 
     Better, I think, to spend some effort finding the center. The center of our lives that is--whatever we 
hold as essential truth and the values that guide us. Sadly, we easily get pushed off of the center: After 
all, there are jobs to do, bills to pay, children to raise, expectations to meet. We live often in the 
periphery--and in the worst cases spend our lives trying to justify to others our value, worth and very 
existence. 
   Life in the periphery will eventually exhaust us, there are just too many people who need us, too 
many deadlines to meet, too many performance reviews to obsess over. The center calls to us, and 
mostly we are too busy to notice. 
    For many, a return to what really counts corresponds with a crisis of some sort: We find out we are 
no longer employed, married, popular, needed, or able to change the way we feel through whatever 
we ingest or drink. We know there is something better, something more, but we don’t have a clue 
where to look or how to find “it”.   
    We begin the most important journey of our lives at crossroads just like these, and along the way, if 
we are patient and observant we will discover road signs we may have never noticed before.  Here are 
some of my favorites: 
    * “You are valuable just the way you are--you are the best creation of a Mighty God.” 
     *You are, in essence, a spiritual being--God breathed his life into you, you are only whole in 
relationship to him. 
     *Stop, slow down, wonder. 
     *Your entire life up to this very moment is of infinite value--even the painful parts can be used for 
good. 
     *Your future happiness depends on your surrendering to the Holy One, and trusting instead of 
being afraid. 
     *You have the ability to contribute to the needs of others, and to guide those who need you today. 
     *You are deeply loved. 
Don’t give up --take a step back toward the center, and a lot of other things will find a way to take care 
of themselves. 
 


