
 
 
Lab Study Guide Winter 2017    Date: March 26, 2017  Teacher:  Chris Pieters 
John: Encounters With Jesus    John Text:  John 12:1-11 Any other Text: 2 Cor. 2:14-16 
 
1. Read the Text Together   Read the Text for this week out loud with your group. 
 
2. Make Observations   What stands out? What phrases caught your attention?   Any repetition, contrasts, comparisons? 
 
3. Ask Questions    What is confusing or hard to understand? Any details that might be important? 
           Ask: who, what, where, when, why, how? 
 
4. Background Information 
 
The Lord’s raising of Lazarus had stirred up murderous opposition from the hostile Jewish leaders (11:46–53). They decided that they had to kill both 
Jesus and Lazarus. Since His hour to die had not yet come (7:30; 8:20; 12:23;13:1), Jesus left the vicinity of Jerusalem and stayed in the village of 
Ephraim(11:54), about a dozen miles to the north on the edge of the wilderness. From there He made a brief visit to Samaria and Galilee (Luke 
17:11–19:28) and then, six days before the Passover, came once more to Bethany. John described Bethany as the village where Lazarus lived, and 
Lazarus as its now most famous resident, since Jesus had raised him from the dead. From the account of the supper given there in His honor, five 
varied reactions to Jesus emerge: Martha responded with heartfelt service, Mary with humble sacrifice, Judas with hypocritical self-interest, the 
people with hollow superficiality, and the religious leaders with hostile scheming. 
 
NARD – Spikenard - Expensive Perfume  

Most scholars believe the jar contained a very expensive and fragrant perfume made from balsam.  As she pours this expensive liquid on 
him, Mary again sits at the feet of Jesus.  It was customary to give a refreshing foot bath to a visitor who had made a long journey.  Mary goes 
beyond that, anointing Jesus’ feet with perfume and wiping them with her hair.  Her behavior is an act of love, sacrificial love, self-giving love. 
 
5. Application Questions  
 
How did Lazarus serve as a witness without even opening his mouth? 
 
How did both Martha and Mary express their love of and devotion to Jesus in different ways? What do you learn from this? 
 
At the Well, Chris Pieters shared about ways we can learn about WORSHIP from Mary’s example. 
 
UNCONCERNED ACTION (focuses on Jesus),  UNSPEAKABLE GRATITUDE (motived by all that God has done for us), 
UNRESTRAINED GIVING (willingly offering things to God), UNKNOWN IMPACT (not knowing how God will use our worship to impact others) 
 
How does Mary’s example inspire you or challenge you in your own life of worship? 
 
What can I bring (big/small/simple/valuable that God can use? What can I bring of value to release at the feet of Jesus? 
 
Mary’s gift of perfume produced a sweet aroma in the whole house.  
Read 2 Corinthians 2:14-16. How are believers the aroma of Christ both to those who are saved and to those who are perishing? 
 

2 Cor. 2:14 But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession,  
and through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere. 

 
REFLECT & SHARE: Is the fragrance of your life making people hungry for Jesus?  
    
 
6. Encounters with Jesus 
What do we learn about Jesus from this encounter?  How did this encounter with Jesus change this person’s life or heart?  How might 
learning about this encounter change yours? 


