
 
 
Lab Study Guide Winter 2017    Date: April 9, 2017  Teacher:  Ben 
John: Encounters With Jesus    John Text:  John 12:9-19 Other Text?: Lk 19:28-40, Ex 12:1-7 
 
1. Read the Text Together   Read the Text for this week out loud with your group. 
 
2. Make Observations   What stands out? What phrases caught your attention?   Any repetition, contrasts, comparisons? 
 
3. Ask Questions    What is confusing or hard to understand? Any details that might be important? 
           Ask: who, what, where, when, why, how? 
 
4. Background Information 
-The Festival of Passover is coming.  In the Old Testament, God commanded his people to go to Jerusalem for worship 3 times a year.  Feast of 
Tabernacles, Pentecost and Passover. So, in Jesus’ day, every religious Jewish family would try to make the trek to Jerusalem to participate.  It’s 
been estimated that maybe 30,000 people lived in Jerusalem, but for Passover, scholars estimate there could be anywhere 100,000-300,000 in 
Jerusalem for the week-long celebration.  Passover has been THE DEFINING festival of Judaism for over 3000 years!  It marks the freedom of Israel 
after 400 years of slavery!  Passover is a story of political and spiritual liberation.  God’s people go from bondage to freedom.   
-During the time of Jesus, Rome ruled the world and Jewish people hated being under the occupation of the big pagan Empire.  They had a 
passionate desire for freedom from the Romans and the oppressive Herod dynasty that had ruled them for many years.  This is what was going on 
when Jesus came into Jerusalem, riding on a donkey.  They actually wanted Jesus to be a king to rise up, lead a revolt and overthrow Rome.   
-Palm branches were a symbol of Jewish nationalism, an expression of their desire for political freedom 
-Hosanna means – Please save us!  Now!  They were actually quoting Psalm 118:25-26. 
-Passover, the celebration of Israel being set free, was days away. Jesus comes into Jerusalem, riding on a donkey, the people are waving palm 
branches and shouting Hosanna! Please save us!  Give us freedom!  We’re sick of the oppression of these Romans!  They wanted Jesus to be a 
new king, they wanted him to come in on a big horse with a sword in his hand, and overthrow the Roman occupation.  Hosanna!  Please Save us! 
They were desperately seeking freedom.  What they didn’t understand is that this is EXACTLY why Jesus had come to Jerusalem. To save them.  
To set them free.  But not the way they were anticipating. 
-Passover gets its name from the final plague in Egypt.  The plague took the life of every firstborn son in Egypt, from Pharaoh’s son to all their cattle 
(Ex 11).  The Israelites were spared because they marked their homes with the blood of a sacrificial lamb so that death would “Pass over” their 
families (Ex. 12:1-13). Because of this, as a primary way of celebrating Passover, God’s people would sacrifice a lamb.  On the 10th of Nisan, people 
were to select a lamb.  Scholars have determined the Triumphal Entry, took place on the 10th of Nisan.  Lamb selection day!  Exodus 12 tells us that 
the lamb was inspected for 4 days and then if it met the criteria – no blemishes – it was killed on the 14th. 
-When thousands and thousands of people were celebrating being set free from slavery in Egypt, when thousands of unblemished lambs would be 
sacrificed, and when they were shouting Hosanna, begging God to save them - Jesus did.  Jesus saved them by becoming the ultimate Passover 
sacrifice. 
 
 
5. Application Questions  

1.  What strikes you about Jesus in this story? 
2. What do you think the crowd was thinking when Jesus rode into Jerusalem on the donkey? 
3. What could you do this week to take a closer look at Jesus – to inspect him to see if he is worthy enough of a lamb to be sacrificed? 
4. Over and over again in the OT, God tells his people to “remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the Lord your 

God redeemed you.” (Deut 5:15; 15:15; 16:12; 24:18, 22).  Why do you think God wanted his people to remember this? 
5. What does it or what could it look like for us to remember our redemption story?  What could it look like for us to truly celebrate 

our freedom during Holy Week together this week?   
 
 
6. Encounters with Jesus 
What do we learn about Jesus from this encounter?  How did this encounter with Jesus change this person’s life or heart?  How might 
learning about this encounter change yours? 
	


