
 
 
Lab Study Guide Fall 2016    Date: 11/06/16   Teacher: Ben 
Hebrews 11: By Faith     Hebrews 11:32-34    OT Text: 1Samuel 3:1-21 
 
1. Read the Text Together   Read both Hebrews 11 and the Old Testament Text for this week out loud with your group. 
 
2. Make Observations   What stands out? What phrases caught your attention?   Any repetition, contrasts, comparisons? 
 
3. Ask Questions    What is confusing or hard to understand? Any details that might be important? 
           Ask: who, what, where, when, why, how? 
 
4. Background Information 
 
A guy named Elkanah, had two wives, Hannah and Peninah.  Peninnah had children, but Hannah had none.   Elkanah loved Hannah more, but 
Hannah was unable to have children (a theme for some amazing people in the Bible).  One day, Hannah went to God’s house, the Tabernacle, and 
cried out to God, begging him for a son.  In her prayer, she made a bargain with God, if you give me a son, I will give him back to you so he can 
serve you all the days of his life.  She prayed with such passion and anguish, that the priest, Eli, thought she was drunk.   She wasn’t, and God 
granted her request and He gave her a son.  She named him Samuel.   Hebrew Shmuel, from two Hebrew words.  Shema, which means to “Hear, 
Listen or obey,” and  El, a Hebrew word for God.  Shmuel = “God has heard.”  After Samuel was weaned, at age 4 he was brought to the Tabernacle 
to serve under Eli the priest .  At that time, the priest, Eli, also had two sons, Hophni and Phineas who helped him with Tabernacle duties.  
 
What was the Tabernacle?  The Tabernacle was a big tent, a temporary place of worship the Israelites built according to God’s clear instructions 
(Exodus 25-40) while wandering the desert and used until King Solomon built a temple. The word tabernacle means “dwelling-place.”   It consisted of 
an outer court, 75’ wide by 150’ long, with a 15’ by 45’ structure, the actual Tabernacle, in the back. The purpose of the tabernacle was to provide a 
place where the people could properly worship God. Priests, and others serving in the Tabernacle would sacrifice animals on the altar in the outer 
court.  The Tabernacle itself was divided into 2 rooms separated by a large curtain.  

• The first room, known as the Holy Place, included the table of showbread, the golden lampstand , and the altar of incense  
• The second room, was the Holy of Holies, the room where the Ark of the Covenant was placed.  The Ark of the Covenant  (also known as 

the ark of God or the ark of the testimony - not to be confused with Noah’s Ark), was a relatively small box (about 45 inches long, 27 inches 
wide, and 27 inches high) made of acacia wood, overlaid with gold, and fitted with rings so it could be carried with poles.   

The Ark of the Covenant was a visible symbol of God’s presence, dwelling with his people.  This is where God’s presence dwelled!  It was so holy 
and sacred that only once a year, the high priest could enter that room, the Holy of Holies as part of the ceremony of the Day of Atonement. At no 
other time was anyone to enter the Holy of Holies, as the presence of God dwelt with the Ark of the Covenant. 
 
Samuel served at the Tabernacle along with Eli, the priest. Traditionally, the sons of the priest would succeed their father’s ministry; however, Eli’s 
sons, Hophni and Phinehas, were horribly wicked.  They showed great disrespect for God’s offerings and Scripture says they slept with women who 
served at the doorway of the Tent of Meeting (2:17, 22).   
 
5. Application Questions  
 

1.  What does “by faith” look like in this story? For Samuel? For Eli? 
 

2. Our world is filled with lots of noise and as a result it can be difficult to hear Gods voice. Ben is not suggesting that things like being 
efficient with your time, multitasking, and checking social media is all bad, nor is he suggesting we should never talk and just go hammock 
in the ravines and be silent all day every day. There's a balance. What do you think that balance of doing and listening should look like? 

 
3. Why is it difficult for you to be still?  To be quiet? To listen? 

 
4. Have you ever heard or sensed God speaking to you? What did it look or sound like? 

 
 
6.  Read Hebrews 12:1-3  What does “by faith” look like in the OT story?  What challenges were faced or overcome?  What risks were taken?   
                                           What about this story inspires you or motivates to live out the challenge in Hebrews 12:1-3? 


