
 
 
Lab Study Guide Winter 2017   Date: February 19   Teacher: Chris Pieters   
John: Encounters With Jesus   John Text: John 8:1-11           Any other Text?: Rev.12:9-11, Romans 8:1, 
                      1 John 2:1-2 
 
1. Read the Text Together   Read the Text for this week out loud with your group. 
 
2. Make Observations   What stands out? What phrases caught your attention?   Any repetition, contrasts, comparisons? 
 
3. Ask Questions    What is confusing or hard to understand? Any details that might be important? 
           Ask: who, what, where, when, why, how? 
 
4. Background Information 
 
In our text, the scribes and the Pharisees brought before Jesus a woman who, it says, “was caught in the act of adultery.” They insisted 
Jesus tell them what should be done with her, not because they didn’t know what the Law of Moses said should be done (Leviticus 
20:10), but rather as a trap.  Would Jesus discredit himself by not following the Scriptures, or would he violate Roman rule and 
laws?  Neither, as it turns out. In the end, this woman wasn’t the only one whose guilt would be laid bare before Jesus.  This is a 
remarkable story of forgiveness and grace. 
 
5. Application Questions  
 
Think about a time where you were “caught in the act” – when your sin was exposed for other to see.   

How did you feel?  What did you want more than anything at that moment?  What happened? 
 
Place yourself in this scene.  What would be the emotions of the woman as she is “caught in the act” of adultery?  As she is marched to the 
temple court?  What would you be thinking as part of the crowd gathered around Jesus when this scene unfolds?  
 
In what way have the scribes and Pharisees laid a trap for Jesus?  What would the Jewish leaders do if Jesus said to stone her?  What would 
happen if Jesus said to let her go?  
 
How does the way Jesus treated this woman help you face some of the sins you struggle with?  Jesus loves and accepts us “as is”.  Does that 
free you to change?  Why?  What can you learn from Jesus about helping someone who has fallen? 
 
After the whole crowd has left, Jesus and the woman have a powerful encounter one-on-one. Jesus tells her “Neither do I condemn you!” and 
“Go now and leave your life of sin”. These words changed her life!  

“Forgiveness is not the same thing as ‘tolerance’. Being forgiven doesn’t mean that sin  
does not matter. On the contrary: ‘forgiveness’ means that sin does matter – but that  
God is choosing to remove it.”  NT Wright 

Have you experienced the life changing power of receiving God’s gift of complete forgiveness? How has it changed / is it changing your life? 
 
Read Rev 12:9-11. Jesus does not leave us defenseless against this Accuser. Jesus is our Advocate. “and if anyone sins, we have an Advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous” (1 John 2:1) Jesus is in heaven right now standing on our behalf before God.  
What things do you find the evil one consistently accusing you of doing wrong, maybe even after you have repented? What can you do to shift 
your focus from the guilt he causes to the grace Jesus offers? READ Romans 8:1 
 
Who do you need to offer your forgiveness to? 
 
6. Encounters with Jesus 
What do we learn about Jesus from this encounter?  How did this encounter with Jesus change this person’s life or heart?  How might 
learning about this encounter change yours? 


