
 
 
Lab Study Guide Fall 2016    Date: September 18,2016     Teacher: Chris Pieters 
Hebrews 11: By Faith     Hebrews 11:7        OT Text: Genesis 6:5-22 
                   (also look at Gen 9:9:12-17) 
 
1. Read the Text Together   Read both Hebrews 11 and the Old Testament Text for this week out loud with your group. 

 
Hebrews 11:7 By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family. 

By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that is in keeping with faith. 
 
 
2. Make Observations   What stands out? What phrases caught your attention?   Any repetition, contrasts, comparisons? 
 
3. Ask Questions    What is confusing or hard to understand? Any details that might be important? 
           Ask: who, what, where, when, why, how? 
 
4. Background Information –  
In the beginning, God created everything and brought life out of chaos. And when God was done, it was “Very Good”! But now as a result of 
humankind’s own sin (rebellion against God), civilization had forgotten about God and God’s creation has spiraled into a terrible condition of evil. 
Read Genesis 6:5-6. It broke God’s heart! 

Against this backdrop, Our text focuses on God’s saving act. Noah ‘the only good man of his time’ the human being who lived in fellowship with God 
will not go down with the rest. God has a detailed rescue plan. The most important part of the project was that God needed a PERSON of integrity, 
someone who walked with Him, to do the job. A lifetime of knowing and trusting God has prepared Noah for this moment.  When you read Genesis 
6, you see how God warned Noah and called him to build the ark.  

All this must have sounded pretty outrageous to Noah. He had never seen anything like the flood God was about to send. If you were Noah do you 
think you might have some questions? Probably. But in the biblical account. God speaks and Noah listens. Then Noah obeyed! “Noah did everything 
just a God commanded him” (Genesis 6:22) 

Sometimes I think that if God would give me a great big project to do for Him, then I’d jump in and do it. The truth is that the decisions I make today 
determine whether or not I’d even be ready. Ask God to help you today to walk with Him – even in the little things. 

5. Application Questions  
 
1. What were some of the things not yet seen (Heb.11:7) that Noah believed? (See Gen. 2:5) 

2. Describe the kinds of challenges Noah must have endured while building the ark? How do you think he was affected socially, emotionally and      
materially because of his obedience? 

3. How can Noah’s faith encourage us to persevere when we seem to be standing alone as we follow Christ? 

    What are some ways you might have to stand alone this year?   

4. When you see a rainbow, do you remember what it represents? (Gen 9:14-16)     

     How would remembering this strengthen your faith? 

 
6.  Read Hebrews 12:1-3  What does “by faith” look like in the OT story?  What challenges were faced or overcome?  What risks were taken?   
                                          What about this story inspires you or motivates to live out the challenge in Hebrews 12:1-3. 


