
 
 
Lab Study Guide Winter 2017    Date: 4.16.17   Teacher:  Scott 
John: Encounters With Jesus    John Text:  John 20.1-18 Any other Text 
 
1. Read the Text Together   Read the Text for this week out loud with your group. 
 
2. Make Observations   What stands out? What phrases caught your attention?   Any repetition, contrasts, comparisons? 
 
3. Ask Questions    What is confusing or hard to understand? Any details that might be important? 
           Ask: who, what, where, when, why, how? 
 
4. Background Information 
 
A few things to know that may be helpful in opening the story: 

• Who is Mary Magdalene? 
o Not Mary the Mother of Jesus. 
o Not Mary the brother of Lazarus who Jesus raised from the dead in John 11.  That Mary is also the one who anointed Jesus feet 

with nard in John 12. 
o Mary Magdalene is only mentioned by John in chapter 19 with Jesus at the cross and here in chapter 20 at the resurrection.  It 

must be that she was so well known in the early Church that the readers would have known who she was.   What we know about 
her from the Gospels is that Jesus set her free from seven evil spirits (Luke 8.2), and that she was a women of means, maybe a 
business women.  She helped financially support Jesus ministry.  Sometimes Mary is associated with the women caught in 
adultery in John 8 but there is no evidence of that in scripture.   

 
 
5. Application Questions  
 

1. It wasn’t faith that brought Mary Magdalene to visit Jesus tomb but grief and fear.  Jesus met her right in the middle of her grief and fear.  
As you look ahead to summer/graduation are there things that you are grieving?  (leaving friends, community, Fresh Food…)  Are there 
things you’re afraid of? 

2. Even though the resurrected Jesus who had just conquered death and sin was standing right in front of her, Mary couldn’t recognize him 
until he said her name:  “Mary.”  Hearing Jesus say her name changed everything.  Her eyes were opened, her heart was opened, her faith 
was opened.  Have you heard Jesus say your name this year?  He is the one who tells us our true identity as beloved children of our 
heavenly Father.   

3. Mary becomes the first evangelist of the Gospel!  Yes that is correct, the first evangelist of the Gospel was a grief stricken woman weeping 
in a graveyard who just had an encounter with the risen Jesus.  Her message was simple:  “I have seen the Lord!”  How have you seen 
Jesus this year?  Who back home in your family needs to hear the news that you have seen the Lord?  Who at your summer job needs to 
hear that news?   

4. Pray for God to do in you what he did to Mary:  To reveal himself to you.  To tell you who you truly are.  To transform your grief and fear 
into joy and courage.  To be an evangelist of this amazing news:  “we have seen the Lord!” 

 


