
 
 
Lab Study Guide Winter 2017    Date: 2.26.17   Teacher:  Scott 
John: Encounters With Jesus    John Text:  John 6.1-15, 25-58 Any other Text?: see below 
 
1. Read the Text Together   Read the Text for this week out loud with your group. 
 
2. Make Observations   What stands out? What phrases caught your attention?   Any repetition, contrasts, comparisons? 
 
3. Ask Questions    What is confusing or hard to understand? Any details that might be important? 
           Ask: who, what, where, when, why, how? 
 
4. Background Information 
 
A few things to know that may be helpful in opening the story: 

 John references two events in this story that every good Jewish kid hearing it would already know.  Since most of us aren’t good Jewish 
kids here are where to find those stories in scripture: 

o The origin of the Passover Festival (John 6.4) can be found in Exodus 12 
o The story of manna in the dessert (John 6.30-31) can be found it Exodus 16 
o The point John is making is that Jesus is even greater that Moses, who was the great deliverer and first prophet of Israel.  

 When it says in v2 that a “great crowd of people followed him”, that word, “followed” is used exclusively in the Gospels for discipleship.  
When Jesus calls his disciples he says come follow me.   So this isn’t some crowd of spectators that are out on the hillside.  These are 
5000 men who are becoming disciples of Jesus. 

 It might seem strange to us that the crowd wanted to make Jesus King through an uprising in v15.  But historically, there had been several 
people who claimed to be the ‘Messiah” in Israel and they pretty much always led some form of a political uprising against the Greek and 
Roman empires.  (The most successful was the Maccabean Revolt about 200 years before Jesus, which you can wiki it if you want too)  
The reason Jesus walks away from these disciples is because they want to make him be and do something that he has no intention of 
being or doing.   

 
 
5. Application Questions  
 

1. If someone asked you:  “What is a miracle?”  What would you tell them?  Have you even seen one? 
2. V2 says this crowd was following Jesus “because they saw his miraculous signs as he healed the sick.”  Meaning they we’re not following 

him because of who he was but for what he could do for them.  We are all tempted to do this.  If you had to rate yourself on a spectrum 
from 1-10 with  

a. 1 being in the crowd who are following Jesus because of what you believe he can do for you. 
b. 10 being the disciples who are following Jesus because of who he is.  
c. How would you rate yourself right now and why? 

3. 3 different times in this story Jesus calls himself “the bread of life” (vs 35, 48, 51)  
a. Because of this, in his message on Sunday, Scott said “We have to respond to who Jesus is, not who we want him to be.  Christ 

forces a dilemma on his followers in this story and on us as his followers today.  It’s all of Christ, or it’s none of Christ.  That’s the 
call of being a disciple.”  How do you respond that thought?  Agree?  Disagree?  Not sure?  Confused? Other? 

4. Jesus makes a promise in v 35 that whoever comes to him will never go hungry and whoever believes in him will never go thirsty.  It’s 
awesome to know that whatever we are doing for spring break, if we seek Christ, he promises to fill us.  What are you doing for spring 
break and how can this group be praying for you to receive the bread of life that Jesus offers?    


