
 
 
Lab Study Guide Winter 2017    Date: 1.29.17   Teacher:  Scott 
John: Encounters With Jesus    John Text:  John 2.1-12  Any other Text?: see below 
 
1. Read the Text Together   Read the Text for this week out loud with your group. 
 
2. Make Observations   What stands out? What phrases caught your attention?   Any repetition, contrasts, comparisons? 
 
3. Ask Questions    What is confusing or hard to understand? Any details that might be important? 
           Ask: who, what, where, when, why, how? 
 
4. Background Information 
 

A few things to know that may be helpful in opening the story: 

 This story is a little weird and seems kind of unnecessary.  Whenever we come a across a story in the Bible that is a little 
weird and it seems unnecessary, that is usually a sign that God has something important he is trying to show us through it.  
Kind of like some of the outrageous parables that Jesus tells.   

 A wedding celebration like this one would often last a whole week.  So they were only about half way through when the wine 
ran out which would be a major embarrassment for this new couple and their families.  The issue was not having enough wine 
for people to get drunk. The issue was saving the families from being disgraced and ashamed. 

 With this miracle, Jesus created somewhere between 120-180 gallons of wine…dang!  Way more than they could possible 
use.     

 The picture of joy and abundance was frequently demonstrated by prophets of the Old Testament through the symbol of 
overflowing wine.  For some examples see:  Amos 9.13-15; Joel 2.21-24; Isaiah 25.6-8; Jeremiah 31.10-14; Isaiah 55.1; etc 
 

 
 
5. Application Questions  
 

1. Mary isn’t hesitant to bring this need to Jesus.  What can you apply from her boldness to bring this very practical and specific 
need to Jesus? 
 

2. Mary is also expectant in her prayer even though this would be the first time she saw Jesus do something like this.  Are you 
ever hesitant to bring a need to Jesus because you’re not sure if he’ll answer? 
 

3. Mary’s only instruction to the servants was to “do whatever he tells you”.  They didn’t know what to expect!  But they did it.  
Even when Jesus told them to dip water out of the washing pots and give it to the Master of Ceremonies!   Have you ever 
experienced God asking you to do something that seemed weird or even outrageous?  What did you do? 
 

4. On Sunday, Scott said that when Jesus disciples saw what he did at this wedding it was like a bride to be seeing her 
engagement ring for the first time.  What would change in your relationship with Christ if you lived with the same joy and 
expectation you would expect from a soon to be bride or groom? 
 

5. The response of the disciples when they saw the sign was to put their trust in Jesus?  Have you done that?  Are you getting 
ready for the wedding of Christ?  Read Revelation 19.6-9.   


