
 
 
Lab Study Guide Winter 2017    Date: 1.22.17   Teacher:  Scott 
John: Encounters With Jesus    John Text:  John 3.1-21  Any other Text?: see below 
 
1. Read the Text Together   Read the Text for this week out loud with your group. 
 
2. Make Observations   What stands out? What phrases caught your attention?   Any repetition, contrasts, comparisons? 
 
3. Ask Questions    What is confusing or hard to understand? Any details that might be important? 
           Ask: who, what, where, when, why, how? 
 
4. Background Information 
 

A few things to know that may be helpful in opening the story: 

 Pharisees frequently get a bad reputation among Christians.  But the truth is Pharisees were some of the most passionate, 
disciplined, and missional people of ancient Judaism.  For Nicodemus to have been a Pharisee on the Jewish Ruling Council 
(Sanhedrin) would be like being a Pastor, a Bible Professor, who was also serving as a Justice of the Supreme Court.  He is a 
very educated, intelligent, and religious man.   

 Wind, breath and spirit, are the same word in Greek.   Try reading the text again and put ‘spirit’ everywhere you see one of 
these words.   

 Jesus uses the word ‘believe’ 7 times in v12-18.  The word ‘believe’ in Greek means more than simply affirming an idea as in: 
‘I believe time travel is possible’ or ‘I believe Abraham Lincoln was a good president’.  The Greek word for ‘believe’ is the 
same word as ‘faith’ or especially ‘trust’.  Try replacing the word ‘trust’ everywhere you see the world ‘believe’.  Does this 
change how you hear it? 

 The snake story that Jesus refers to in v14 comes from Numbers 21.4-9.  It is kind of a crazy story, but the point is the only 
way the people could survive the serpents poison was to look up to God’s object of salvation (the bronze snake). 

 You also may want to take a look at Ezekiel 36.22-27.  Jesus alludes to this promise of destruction and rebirth in his 
conversation with Nicodemus.  An allusion that Nicodemus should has seen immediately, but missed.     

 
 
5. Application Questions  

1.  Three times Jesus says:  “you must be born again from above” (v3,5,7).  Have you heard the phrase before?  If so how was it 
explained to you?  (it is a little strange right?) 
 
2.  Nicodemus doesn’t understand what Jesus means so he asks:  “How can this be (v9)?”  Have you ever asked God that question? 
Does the fact that a Pastor/Bible Professor/Court Justice is asking this question help you feel comfortable bringing your own questions 
to Jesus?      
 
3.  Bible scholar NT Wright was about this passage: 
the point of the whole story is that you don’t have to be condemned. You don’t have to let the snake kill you. God’s action in the 
crucifixion of Jesus has planted a sign in the middle of history. And the sign says: believe, and live.1  Have you personally responded to 
Jesus invitation to trust him and receive new life or are you more like Nicodemus right now, checking things out and trying to 
understand what Jesus is about? 
 
4.  Scott said in his message that “Christians should be the least condemning people in the world.  The world is sick and dying because 
of our own abuse of it, of others, of ourselves.  We broke it.  It’s our fault.  Jesus came to save it, to save us.”   Do you believe that?   
Who do you know that needs to hear that good news?  Pray for them as a LG.   

                                                      
1 Tom Wright, John for Everyone, Part 1: Chapters 1-10 (London: Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 2004), 34. 


