
 
 
Lab Study Guide Winter 2017    Date: February 12, 2017   Teacher:  Ben Post 
John: Encounters With Jesus    John Text:  John 4:1-30, 39-42 Any other Text?: Jer 2:13 
 
1. Read the Text Together   Read the Text for this week out loud with your group. 
 
2. Make Observations   What stands out? What phrases caught your attention?   Any repetition, contrasts, comparisons? 
 
3. Ask Questions    What is confusing or hard to understand? Any details that might be important? 
           Ask: who, what, where, when, why, how? 
 
4. Background Information 
If you were traveling from Judea (Jerusalem) to Galilee, the shortest route is through Samaria, going straight north.  However, most religious Jews in 
order to avoid the unclean, defiled Samaritans, they would opt for a longer route by crossing the Jordan River and travel on the East side to avoid 
Samaria altogether.  But if you were in a hurry, there was a small village right on the border line you where you could spend the night just before you 
entered into Samaria.  Text says Jesus had to go through Samaria. Why?   
 
Drawing water at the 6th hour = Noon, heat of the day, would have been hot.  People usually drew water in the cool of the morning or evening.  This 
woman is there when no one else would be there.  Why?  She was probably an outcast even among Samaritans. 
 
Who are the Samaritans?  
• 722 BC The nation of Israel was a mess and practicing idolatry.  So a Pagan empire, the Assyrians came in and totally wiped God’s people out.  

When the Assyrians did this, they exiled the Israelites out from their land, but also brought in their own people and settled in and around 
Samaria.   

• These Assyrians and some of the Israelites left in the land eventually intermarried and therefore were not considered true Jews.  (2Kings 17:24) 
• They became known as “Samaritans” - a racially mixed group of partly Jewish and partly Gentile ancestry, and were rejected by both 

Jews and non-Jews.  They were regarded as continually unclean, and had a long history of paganism and apostasy in the Northern Kingdom 
• The Samaritans only accepted the Torah - rejected the prophets, history, psalms, proverbs from the OT 
• Samaritans also built their own temple as a place of worship on Mt Gerizim in Samaria and rejected worship at the temple in Jerusalem (4:20-

26) 
• So there were smoldering tensions by this time between Judea and Samaria1 

 
Jesus breaks several cultural rules: 
Jew/Samaritan–Man/Woman-Righteous/Unrighteous.  Jesus asks her for a drink!  Using her jar would have made him “unclean.” 
 
5. Application Questions  

1. How do you think the Samaritan woman felt when Jesus first started talking with her?  How did she feel when Jesus told her he 
knew her “stuff”?  How did she feel after Jesus told her He was the Messiah they have been waiting for (vs 25-26)? 

2. What is the most compelling thing for you in this story? 
3. What are some things you/your friends are thirsty for?  Are we clinging to broken cisterns in some way?  Clinging to things that 

do not satisfy and leave us feeling thirsty or empty? 
4. As a way to leave her past, or leave that which didn’t ultimately quench her thirst, the Samaritan woman left her water jar at the 

Well (4:28).  Will you leave your water jar knowing/trusting that Jesus’ Living Water is enough? 
5.  Why was the Samaritan woman so excited to tell everybody about her encounter with Jesus?  Why is it so hard for us to do the 

same?   
 

6. Encounters with Jesus 
What do we learn about Jesus from this encounter?  How did this encounter with Jesus change this person’s life or heart?  How might 
learning about this encounter change yours? 

																																																								
1 Burge, Gary. (2010) Encounters with Jesus: uncover the ancient culture, discover hidden meanings.  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan P. 98-99. 


