
 
 
Lab Study Guide Fall 2016    Date: 12/04/16   Teacher:  Ben 
Hebrews 11: By Faith     Hebrews 11:32-40   OT Text: Isa 7:14, Isa 9:1-2, 6-7 
 
1. Read the Text Together   Read both Hebrews 11 and the Old Testament Text for this week out loud with your group. 
 
2. Make Observations   What stands out? What phrases caught your attention?   Any repetition, contrasts, comparisons? 
 
3. Ask Questions    What is confusing or hard to understand? Any details that might be important? 
           Ask: who, what, where, when, why, how? 
 
4. Background Information 
 
The primary role of prophets in the Bible was to speak the words and will of God to his people. Prophets served as God's voice, 
declaring whatever God commanded them to say. Isaiah, along with the prophet Micah, served the southern kingdom of Judah.  During 
the divided kingdom, Israel was in the North, Judah was in the south.  At the time of Isaiah’s ministry, Judah was a sinful and unjust 
nation. Meanwhile, Assyria was quickly becoming the largest empire of the ancient world, and they were known for their military 
conquests and their gruesome treatment of their enemies.  Isaiah believed God’s chosen people would be vindicated by God, but the 
Assyrians were coming and God’s people would be punished if they don’t turn back to Him. With support from Isaiah’s colleague Micah 
and the godly King Hezekiah, the Assyrians were held at bay and a revival swept through Judah for a few years (2Kgs 19:32-36; 
2Chron 32:20-23).  After the great King Hezekiah, there was his evil son, King Manasseh.  (2Chron 33:1-3) 
 
Prophets like Isaiah were not only God’s voice encouraging His people to turn back towards him, but they also made a number of 
predictions about what was going to take place in the future because God told them to.  But prophets had to be very careful with what 
they were saying about God and what they were predicting about the future. (See Deut. 18:20–22) 
 
According to tradition and as recorded in the book The Martyrdom of Isaiah, which recounts and expands on the events of 2Kings 21, 
Isaiah was killed for false prophecy and he was sawed in two.  But was Isaiah a false prophet or a true prophet?  (See Matt 1:18–23, 
Matt 4:12–16, Luke 2:11–14). 
 
Isaiah was a person of great faith.  He boldly called people to follow and worship the one true God knowing he was called to be a light 
to the nations.  Isaiah also believed the Words God spoke to him with all of his heart. 
 
 
5. Application Questions  
 

1. Do you believe God’s promises?  Do you trust the Bible?  If not, why not?  What questions or doubts do you have regarding 
your faith, the Bible or Christianity? 

2. If you do believe the words of this story, if you do think the Bible is reliable, how does it impact the way you live?  Or does it?   
3. How does the finding of the Isaiah Scroll by the Dead Sea impact the Christmas story?  How does it impact your faith journey?   
4. Isaiah’s words, his faith, and his life declared that Salvation was coming.  What do your words, your faith and your life 

declare? 
5. How does Isaiah and his prophecies shed light on the meaning of Christmas and how we should (or should not) celebrate the 

Christmas season? 
 
 
6.  Read Hebrews 12:1-3  What does “by faith” look like in the OT story?  What challenges were faced or overcome?  What risks were taken?   
                                           What about this story inspires you or motivates to live out the challenge in Hebrews 12:1-3. 


