Date: September 9, 2018
Text: Mark 1:115

Teacher: Ben Post
Any other Text?: Josh 3:1-17

1. Read the Text Together Read the Text for this week out loud with your group.
2. Make Observations What stands out? What phrases caught your attention?
Any repetition, contrasts, comparisons?
3. Ask Questions

What is confusing or hard to understand? Any details that might be important?
Ask: who, what, where, when, why, how?

4. Background Information
Place holds memory, and where a story takes place is almost always signiﬁcant. Jesus is baptized in the
Jordan River, in the very same spot as Joshua and the Israelites crossing the Jordan.
Joshua 3 story: 1. This took incredible faith, wet-feet faith. 2. God’s presence was evident through the
Ark of the Covenant going in ﬁrst, standing in the midst of the JR, followed last after the people walked
through. 3. After crossing the Jordan, God’s people were given a new identity – not just wandering in the
wilderness, but now living on mission to live out God’s call, and be a light to the nations.
Mark 1, Jesus baptism: 1. Took incredible faith for him to leave his hometown. 2. God’s presence was
evident (vs 10-11). 3. Jesus then began living into his new identity, no longer a carpenter in Nazareth, but
went to Capernaum and began proclaiming the gospel.
After God opened the Jordan River for the Israelites, the Jordan became synonymous with fulﬁllment of
God’s promises. Josh 4 - They set up a pile of rocks to help them remember God’s faithfulness and how
God came through with his promises. No promise in the Scriptures was bigger, greater, or more important
than God’s promise to provide the coming Rescuer. So when Jesus was inaugurated into his role by being
baptized in JR it served as a reminder to God’s people that God always keeps his promises!
5. Application Questions

1. Name, hometown and what is one place you would you want to show us from your hometown and
why?

2. What steps of faith might God be asking you to take in your life right now? Where might God be
wanting you to get your feet wet?
3. Where have you seen God’s presence in your life or when do you feel like you need it most?
4. What new identity might God be asking you to live into? Why is that challenging for you?
5. How can we help each other take steps of faith and live out the life God is calling us to?
6. Have everyone answer….
What is something new you learned about Jesus this week from this story?

