Date: September 30, 2018
Text: Mark 3:1319
Main Idea/Desired Application:

Teacher: Ben Post
Any other Text?: Mark 1:16-20, 2:13-17

1. Read the Text Together Read the Text for this week out loud with your group.
2. Make Observations What stands out? What phrases caught your attention?
Any repetition, contrasts, comparisons?
3. Ask Questions

What is confusing or hard to understand? Any details that might be important?
Ask: who, what, where, when, why, how?

4. Background
Jesus chose 12 disciples “to be with him” in order that they might become like him. These “apostles” were
commissioned representatives. But before they were sent, they were gathered and had to ﬁgure out how
to be one team ﬁrst, but that was not easy.
Of the 12, 5 were ﬁshermen (Peter, Andrew, James, John and Philip, 1 Tax Collector (Matthew/Levi) , 1
Farmer (Bartholomew/Nathanael) , 1 Writer (Thaddaeus/Jude), 2 Zealots (Simon and Judas Iscariot). They
did not exactly all like each other at ﬁrst.
Fishermen hated tax collectors. Might catch 100 ﬁsh after ﬁshing all night. Come in to ﬁnd a tax collector
sitting on dock. Maybe it was Matthew, from Capernaum. Great work men. 50 ﬁsh will go to Rome, I’ll
take 20, you can keep 30. Fishermen worked so hard to receive so little.
Zealots don’t like ﬁshermen because ﬁshermen should stand up to oppression of Rome, should refuse to
pay taxes to Rome b/c they’re getting taxed like crazy and they shouldn’t have to take it.
Zealots don’t like tax collectors because tax collectors partner with Rome, the enemy. And, Rome had a
coin minted – “Tiberius Caesar, son of the Divine Augustus” (son of god). Zealots - there is only 1 God,
not Caesar. Don’t give him anything! Zealots hated Tax Collectors.
Tax collectors didn’t like Zealots – feared for their lives.
When Jesus brought these 12 guys together, I’m not sure he could have found a more diverse, eclectic
group of guys than this. Differed politically, socially, economically, & religiously. They hated each other at
ﬁrst. Yet eventually they put aside their differences and learned to get along. As they followed Jesus and
became like him, they also became a uniﬁed team rallying around a common mission and together they
changed the world! And if these 12 (or 11) guys can do it, anyone can!
5. Application Questions
Our current culture is extremely polarizing, especially when it comes to things like politics, racial inequality,
and social justice issues. A political opinion turns into a social media ﬁrestorm and people start hating
other people for their difference of opinions.

1. How do you interact with people who have different perspectives, opinions or backgrounds than
you?
2. How do we not just tolerate, but genuinely celebrate different opinions of friends and family
members?
3. Do you think we should intentionally surround ourselves with people who don’t always look like us
or think like us?
If not, why not? If so, why and how?
Are differences reﬂected or celebrated in your friend group/life group? If not, what is one thing
you could you do this week to change this?
4. Why is it hard to genuinely love people who think differently than us?
5. How do we overcome our different perspectives and opinions to become united as one team with
one common goal - the mission and purpose of Jesus to genuinely, unconditionally love all people?
6. Have everyone answer….
What is something new you learned about Jesus this week from this story?
WORLD VISION WATER PROJECT
CM is working with World Vision to help give all people access to clean water. Your group can help by
sponsoring 1 person. World Vision estimates that can can get 1 person access to clean water for life for
only $50. Can you group help 1 person?
PRAYER
Combining water, sanitation, and hygiene interventions can cut preventable child deaths by up to 57
percent, reduce chronic malnutrition by 40 percent, and reduce school absenteeism among girls by 50
percent. Today, take a moment to pray for better health outcomes for the individuals and communities
who will be receiving clean water through World Vision as well as those who have yet to be helped.
“In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and remember the
words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” Acts 20:35

