Lab Study Guide
Downtown Fall 2018
Date:

Teacher: Stacie Post

12/2/18

Text: Mark 8:1-10, 18-21

Any other Text?: Ephesians 2:11-19, Luke 2:25-31, Isaiah 49:6, Deut 7:1

Main Idea or Desired Application: Jesus made hope and salvation possible for EVERYONE through his
work on the cross. There is a place for you in His family forever!
1. Read the Text Together Read the Text for this week out loud with your group.
2. Make Observations What stands out? What phrases caught your attention?
Any repetition, contrasts, comparisons?
3. Ask Questions What is confusing or hard to understand? Any details that might be important?
Ask: who, what, where, when, why, how?
4. Background Information

Why is Mark telling us this story again?
Mark 6 – Feeding of 5000
Mark 7 Debate with the Pharisees about being “clean or “unclean”
Jews had to follow many strict laws to remain clean, breaking those laws made you unclean
• Anyone who was not a Jew was a Gentile, they were considered “unclean”
• Contact with a Gentile made you “unclean”, religious Jews did not associate with Gentiles
• By the way-Any of us here who are not of Jewish descent would be considered Gentiles
Mark 8:1 – Another large crowd gathered…. Why???
• Anyone remember what happened in Mark 5? The last time Jesus came to the Decapolis, he freed a
crazy man, a Gentile, from a legion of demons.
• As a result he wanted to follow Jesus…
• Mark 5:18-20. This guy told his story, now a large crowd has come to see Jesus!
• It worked! Tell your story!!
At first glance tonight’s story seemed repetitive. But this story takes place in a completely different place, with
completely different people. What is going on here? A comparison of the two stories will help. Remember that
numbers matter in the Bible! Numbers are often given to help us understand or remember something
important!
Mark 8:18-21 Jesus explains the difference between the two feedings to his disciples, seems a little
bummed they aren’t picking up on what he’s doing – exactly what the Messiah was supposed to do!
12 baskets = 12 Tribes of Israel
7 Baskets = 7 Pagan Nations, Deut 7:1
Luke 2:25-32
Isa 49:6

Simeon’s prophecy about Jesus
Messiah is light to the Gentiles

What becomes clear from these events?
1) Jesus provided bread for Jews, 12 baskets affirmed that He, the Messiah, The Bread of Life had come to the
lost sheep of Israel…12 tribes of Israel.

2) Jesus provided bread for Gentiles, 7 baskets affirmed that he, The Bread of Life, had also come to the
Gentiles!
“The gates giving eternity to God’s people now stood open to all nations.”1
Dividing Wall
The Temple was the place Jews went to worship God, to offer a sacrifice for their sins. It was the place God lived
among his chosen people. Remember, in Biblical times religious Jews did not associate with Gentiles. In fact,
during the time of Jesus, there was a marble wall 4.5 feet high surrounding the Temple courts to keep Gentiles
out of the Inner Courts. Inside the Inner Courts was the Holy of Holies, the place where the presence of God
lived. Stones like this were part of that wall, with an inscription in both Greek and Latin. This inscription warned
Gentiles not to proceed further, a violation that was punishable by death. This stone was found in archeological
excavations near the Temple Mount, bearing an almost identical inscription to that reported by Josephus (first
cent historian). 2

Inscription Reads: “No intruder is allowed in the courtyard and within the wall surrounding the Temple.
Whoever enters will invite death for himself.”
Translation, no Gentile may enter.
No Gentiles allowed – they are unclean, and not allowed close to the presence of God.
Read Ephesians 2:1-19
Jesus miraculously fed the Jewish people in the religious triangle (Mark 6), a clear symbol that as the promised
Messiah, the “bread of Life”, His work on earth was to bring hope, healing, and life to the Jewish people. He
would die on the cross, pay the price for their sin once and for all, making them part of his Kingdom, his family
forever.
But Jesus also miraculously fed the Gentiles (Mark 8), unclean pagans living in pagan territory, a clear symbol
that as the promised Messiah, the “bread of life”, His work on earth was to bring hope, healing, and life to ALL
people. He would die on the cross, pay the price for our sin once and for all, making us part of His Kingdom, His
family, forever.

5. Application Questions

1) What thoughts do you have when you think about the dividing wall, Eph 2, and what Jesus did to change
things? What good news in the Ephesians text impacts you the most?
2) Have you ever fully embraced the invitation of Jesus to be part of his family forever? If so, how has that
changed the way you live? If not, what keeps you from that decision?
3) Is there someone you know who needs to know this good news, someone who might not think Jesus cares for
them? Who do you know who needs to know that Jesus made a way for them to spend eternity with Him? Spend
some time praying for the people who come to mind.

6. Have everyone answer….
What is something new you learned about Jesus this week from this story?
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