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Date:   October 7, 2018 Teacher:    Scott Stark 
Text :   Mark 4.134         Any other Text? :  Pretty much the rest of the Bible 
Main Idea/Desired Application:     The fruit of God’s Kingdom in the world in through the lives of 
those who profess to be citizens of God’s Kingdom. 
 
1. Read the Text Together      Read the Text for this week out loud with your group 
 
2. Make Observations      What stands out? What phrases caught your attention?   

    Any repetition, contrasts, comparisons? 
 
 
3. Ask Questions      What is confusing or hard to understand? Any details that might be important? 

         Ask: who, what, where, when, why, how? 
 
 
 
4. Background  

● The Kingdom of God is the central focus of Jesus life, teaching, ministry, death, 
resurrection, and return. 

● Jesus is telling these stories about the Kingdom of God, with the backdrop of King Herod 
palace on the other side of the lake.  Meaning Jesus proclaiming the Kingdom of God was in 
conflict with the kingdom of Herod. 

● Google of pic of a mustard tree.  Pretty crazy that they can go from so small too so big.   
● The people gathered on the shore to hear Jesus were not ‘new’ to Judaism.  They were 

people who had been religious their whole lives.  yet Jesus talks to them as if they may 
never have understood.   

 
 
5. Application Questions  

● What part of the stories Jesus tells connect most with you?   
● In  his message on these stories, Scott said that we can tell if our lives are bearing the ‘fruit’ of the 

Kingdom if we are growing: Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control (from Galatians 5.22-23) 

○ Where are you seeing the fruit of the Kingdom sprouting up in your life? 
○ Where are you seeing the fruit of the Kingdom sprouting up on our campus? 
○ Where are the parts of our campus that God may be calling us to sow seeds of the 

Kingdom? 
● Give thanks to God for where you are seeing the fruit of the Kingdom.  Pray for areas where more 

seed to needs to be sown. 
 
6. Have everyone answer…. 
What is something new you learned about Jesus this week from this story?  
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WORLD VISION WATER PROJECT 
This is the FINAL WEEK of our water campaign.   Be sure to collect your money and bring it to the CM 
office in the Cook-Dewitt Center this week or to Well Sunday Oct 21 .   
 
PRAYER 
“In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and remember the 
words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” Acts 20:35 
 

Prayers for the Runners 
Lord Jesus, we pray for those who will be running the Grand Rapids Marathon with Team World Vision 
this week.  We pray that you would protect their bodies and their spirits.  We pray for strength to endure 
when the race gets really hard.  We pray for joy with each new mile marker.  We also pray for their 
fundraising efforts in this final week.  Do miracles so that they hit their goals and can celebrate that they 
not only finished the race but that because of it, lives will be saved through their work to raise funds for 
clean water. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


