
KNOW · GROW · GO 

Who is Thurston Christian Church? 

TCC is an independent Christian Church which is affiliated with the Restoration Movement. We were 
planted in the rural country to the east of Springfield, Oregon, in 1890 by a professor at what used to be the 
Eugene Divinity School. Since that time the city has expanded east, and we now are surrounded by 
neighborhoods filled with families.  

Over the years TCC has always been looking at how to expand its reach into the community. We have been 
forward thinking as we have torn down and rebuilt our building to accommodate more people (1948). We 
have expanded our building since then to increase our ability to meet the needs of families (1978). We are 
now in a time of considering how to best remodel our facility to impact our community with the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ.  

We are healthy church that is passionate about building God’s Kingdom through Jesus Christ one person 
after another. Our mission is to lead people to KNOW Jesus, to GROW in Jesus, and to GO serve Jesus. 

Over the past three years we have seen 33 people begin an adventure with Jesus when they were baptized. 
In 2021 our goal is to see another 10 people begin an adventure with Jesus in baptism! This goal of 
reaching our community for Jesus does not land on any one person, but on the church as a whole, which is 
why we are committed to training up our church with the knowledge and experience to lead a friend, a 
family member, a neighbor, or a co-worker to Jesus.  

TCC had an average weekend attendance of 127 prior to COVID. However, the average person only comes 
to church 2.2 times a month, which means we have closer to 190 - 200 people who call TCC their home. In 
2020 we had 79 first time guests. Of those, we had 44 return for a second visit. If someone comes a second 
time, based on past trends, we see 55% of become active in the church!  

We believe that as the church grows bigger, it also must become smaller; thus we are committed to an 
ever-expanding Growth Group ministry. Currently, we have 6 Growth Groups with 58 adults involved. Our 
goal in 2021 is to increase this number by 20%!  

This church has a strong volunteer base with nearly half of all adults serving in some capacity each month. 
We want to see our volunteer base increase from 40 adults to 75 adults in 2022. Ministry leaders are now 
being challenged to find ways to multiply roles so that more people have an opportunity to serve. 

If this excites you, read on!  
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Why Work at Thurston Christian Church? 

If you are passionate about being a part of a church that is making a Kingdom impact then TCC is for you. 
Within a 7 mile radius of our church live approximately 79,000 people. Statistically, 80%-90% of those 
people don’t know Jesus, which means within a 7 miles radius of our church there are at least 63,200 
people who need to know about Jesus!  

We are committed to reaching these people with the truth of the Gospel. We also know that we can’t get 
them all, so we have identified a target we are focusing our attention on. Our target is “a 30 to 50 year-old 
male who is a business owner, entrepreneur, or business leader who works in a blue collar environment 
50+ hours a week. On his way to work, he listens to ’80s & '90s rock music. He loves the outdoors, driving 
his big truck and cheering for his favorite sports team. He is married with 2-3 teenage kids. This man has 
not grown up in the church and if he has attended it is not very often, thus he is biblically illiterate.” 

All of our ministries have this target in mind when planning and executing programs and events. This 
target impact all areas of ministry, for example, if the parents are biblically illiterate, it means the teenagers 
in these homes will be biblically illiterate. Thus the way we engage teenagers will be different from a 
ministry where kids come from homes that know the Bible.  

When it comes to worship, if our target is comfortable with '80s & '90s rock music, then the feel of our 
worship needs to be reflective of that. By doing so, when this target audience comes in to be our guest, we 
are hitting them with tones that resonate with them which may open up their mind to the gospel preached 
that day. 

In all of this, another great reason to work at TCC is that you are free to fail. We want you to do things that 
are uncomfortable and that stretch you! If we are going to reach our community for Jesus then we have to 
get outside the box, try things we haven’t before and be willing to fail forward as we build God’s Kingdom 
through Jesus Christ one person after another! 

How much Staff does Thurston have? 

We currently have one full-time staff member, Scott Lerwick, our Lead Pastor, who has been on staff since 
October of 2017.  In addition, we have three part-time staff members: a Bookkeeper, an Office Assistant, 
and a Custodian.
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