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What in the world is going on with this process of finding a pastor? Here are excerpts from an article in the recent newsletter from our 

District Superintendent, David Linn: 

Let me explain several things from the District perspective:  

 

First, we know we are on the hunt for wisdom beyond our capabilities and guidance which can only come from God, so 

we pray like crazy for God to guide us.  

 

Second, the local church must complete a self-assessment which guides the District.  It consists of these five piercing questions 

concerning the community and the church who needs a pastor:  

1. Who lives here?  

2. What are the main ways we are trying to reach them?  

3. What will they find when they come to church?  

4. What is the most important strategic step we need to take and why?  

5. What three qualities do we need most in our pastor?  

Answers to the above give birth to a desired pastoral profile.  

 

Third, once the above is done, the District sends candidate resumes which are separated into three tiers: 

  

Tier One candidates represent an obvious fit to the profile which the church has developed. Sometimes the right candidate is 

in this group, but we always remember that our assessments are limited and flawed.  

 

Tier Two candidates are those who do not exactly fit the pastoral profile, but who seem capable to step up and adapt to the 

needs of the congregation. Every one of us spends life stepping into situations for which we are not fully prepared, but if the 

Lord wants a man to engage a certain ministry He will make the man adequate by His Spirit.  

 

Tier Three candidates are those who do not seem to fit the desired profile, but who have notable  

abilities, experience, or gifts which make them worthy of consideration. 

 

I do my best to find anywhere from four to nine candidates for a particular church. After that, the local  

church has the primary responsibility to pray, discuss, pray some more, check references, interview, listen to sermons, and choose 

their pastor under God’s guidance. Do not be discouraged. Every successful placement looks like a miracle to me! 

 

At Fulton Alliance we have taken the suggested assessment survey. The Search Committee has looked them over and, with the 

elders, has prepared a pastoral profile, which has been sent to the District office. They will soon send us candidate profiles as Rev. 

Linn has listed above, which the Committee will approach as outlined in the above paragraph.  Please be patient and keep praying.  
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Rev. David Linn 
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Spurlings in New Ministry 

Pastor J completed 5 years as senior pastor at Fulton Alliance on June 25. J, Karen, 

Jeffrey, and Jasmine were given a rousing goodbye meal after church that day. They 

packed all their belongings in a shipping container, visited Delta Lake and his family 

for 2 weeks, then flew across the ocean to Hawaii. He has taken a pastorate at 

Kapahulu Bible Church in Honolulu. The church is very near the beach and they are 

enjoying it, of course. Check out Karen’s Facebook for some neat pictures. Pictured 

here is their first Sunday in Hawaii—leis and all. We are missing the family, but surely 

wish them well in this new ministry.  

How Many? 

How many people have stepped up to replace Karen Spurling as Children’s Ministry 

Director? Would you believe five and counting?  Mike Curtis,  Jen Francisco and 

Teresa Huegel are leading the Quest program and Maranatha Lamb is heading up 

Children’s Church.  Continuing in Children’s Church Jr is Nancy Schick, Barb Race with the children’s Sunday School, and Kara 

Kulle coordinating the nursery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From pg. 1 Process… 

 

We thank Rev. Tom Brunner for his preaching which has been so encouraging regarding waiting. If you’ve missed any of these, go to 

fultonalliance.org and listen. And PLEASE KEEP PRAYING. God has good things in store for Fulton Alliance.  

 

Listed are the Search Committee members. Please feel free to ask them any questions regarding the candidating process: 

Tim Burdick, chair;  Bryan Cleaveland,  Mike DeLorme, Debbie Duger,  Nellie Eggleton,  Teresa Huegel,   Carole Webb 

 

 

 

Did you ever wonder what happened to the animals when they left 

the ark?   One group became friends and traveled together.  They 

had many scary and exciting adventures.  One day they happened 

upon a beautiful forest with a cozy cave and a peaceful pond.  It felt 

safe and it soon became their home. This place was called Noah’s 

Park.  

 

  Starting Sunday, Sept. 3rd , Children’s Church Jr. (Age 4–K)  and 

Children’s Church (Gr. 1–6) will  worship God through a lesson, puppet 

show, games, snack, craft and song in Noah’s Park. 

 

  Volunteers are always needed.  Join the Park Patrol (teachers and helpers) if you would like to 

help out once every 6 weeks.  Parents, this is a good way for you to see what the kids are 

learning.       To be a helper, no preparation is needed. To get involved,  contact Maranatha 

Lamb, Children’s Church Director, 315-561-3293,  or Monica Stoutenger 315-592-2833.  

 

The theme for the fall quarter is God gives us families, friends, and the church. 

tel:(315)%20561-3293
tel:(315)%20592-2833


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, September, 10 

The adult Sunday School will begin with a 

powerful video series by Chuck Swindoll 

called What If?—Dealing with Life’s Difficult 

Questions.  We’ve all found ourselves in 

situations where we felt helpless to 

determine our next step if the unknown were 

to happen. Either due to lack of knowledge 

or lack of ability, we wonder what we should 

do. And yet, that very act of wondering and 

asking questions like “What If You Suddenly 

Lose Everything?” or “What If You Need a 

Second Chance?” stands as a perfect 

opportunity to gain biblical wisdom about 

difficult subjects. As you make your way 

through this series, remember that it’s in 

wrestling with the questions that we come 

closest to the Lord. 

Children’s Sunday School also begins 

September 10.  They will all meet together, 

become acquainted, have light 

refreshments, and then go to their grade 

appropriate classrooms.  

 

 

 

Seniors to Learn 

About Scams 

On the September 13, 11:30 AM, the Senior 

Servants’ luncheon will have a speaker, 

Leita King, who is a specialist in phone and 

computer scams and how to avoid them.  

All, not just seniors, are invited to attend this 

informative meeting. Several of us have 

been victims of such things and this will be 

extremely valuable information for these 

times.  

Please bring a dish to share and any 

friends, as all will profit from this help.  

 

Thank you 

… Thank you so much for all the cards, visits and food delivered for Bernie and 

me when I was sick a couple of months ago. Thank you to Pastor J and Jeffrey 

who visited me in the hospital after Jeffrey’s ball game and to my wonderful sister 

Gloria, who takes me to doctor’s appointments, and my son Bernie who takes care 

of me at home. Beth Lockwood took me to Urgent Care in Fulton and on to 

Oswego Hospital and stayed with me and Gloria the whole day. God has given us 

a wonderful church family for which I am so grateful.    

                          …Dorothy Bullard 

 

Members of the Fulton Alliance Church 

… I am very grateful for the many tasty baked goods and fruit that you delivered to 

our agency (taken by Jennifer Bray) during a difficult time as a result of our fallen 

deputy.  Your caring and kind generosity is appreciated by me and all the men and 

women at the Oswego County Sheriff’s Office.  Once again, thank you so much for 

your kindness. ….    

  Very truly yours, Reuel A. Todd, Sheriff 

Fulton Alliance Church 

… On behalf of the Fulton Police Department, I thank the members of 

your church for their support of the Fulton Police Department’s Bicycle 

Rodeo again this year.  We truly would not have been able to have the event 

without your volunteers supervising the air hop rides, cooking and stocking the 

food, and the church providing two bicycles to be raffled off.  In total 133 children 

participated in the bicycle obstacle course, 70 refurbished bicycles were given 

away courtesy of Doyle’s Bike Sales and 8 new bikes were raffled off courtesy of 

Fulton Alliance Church, Dunkin Donuts, Catholic Charities, Fulton Fire Department, 

and the Fulton Police Dept.  Also 133 backpacks and coloring books were given 

away.  These backpacks and coloring books were purchased from a grant from the 

NYS Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee.  I think the statistic that best shows the 

success of the event was that 133 bike helmets were given away this year. Thank 

you for being a partner in this event and I look forward to another successful event 

next year.   

…Sincerely,  Lt. Ralph W. McCann, Jr.,  

Traffic and Training Division, Fulton Police Department   

 

 

 

Take advantage of these sales to pick up items 

for the Operation Christmas Child boxes -  

crayons, notebooks, pen, pencils, etc. 



 

 

Global Impact Week 
Sat., Sept. 23 to Sun., Oct. 1 

 

Mark your calendars and get set for a fascinating week with Joe from the Middle East. He will give us first-hand 

information, stories, and God-sightings from his work among people whom we see on TV news daily.  

 

We’ll begin with a chicken barbecue on Sat. evening where we will meet the speaker and enjoy an entertaining 

evening.  

 

Sunday morning features a parade of foreign costumes that is a visual reminder of the world in need of Jesus. Joe 

will speak in Sunday School and the morning service.   

 

Various activities throughout the week include: 

Tuesday—6:00 PM Spuds, S'mores, and Stories with both Spud (potato) and S’mores bars and Joe will 

provide the Stories 

Wed. noon—pot-luck lunch with Joe speaking. Bring a dish to pass. 

Thursday, 10:00 AM Cup o’ Joe with Pastor Joe at the Schicks’ 

home 

Saturday, 9:00 AM Men’s Breakfast with Joe 
 

On Sunday, October 1, Trish will share about their work in Russia. She will 

speak in SS and church. The Grand Finale of the week is an International 

Dinner at 6:00 PM Sunday. If possible, bring an ethnic dish to pass 

(remember spaghetti is Italian and Spanish rice works, too). The Great 

Commission Fund Faith Promise cards will be collected in the morning 

service and reported on at this dinner. 
 

A booklet with all the details of the week will be in your church mailboxes by 

mid-September. 

Faith Promise Giving 

One way you and your family can have a Global Impact is by giving to the Great Commission Fund (GCF).  By doing 

this, you are giving people - many of whom have not yet heard of Jesus - access to His message. 
 

Annually, we ask that our people make a Faith Promise to the GCF. When you do, you personally get in on the 

action! Faith Promise cards will be in the bulletin. If you fail to receive one, more are available in the rack to the right 

of the front door.   
 

Alliance International Workers are fully supported—housing, food, travel, children’s education—through this fund. 

Money given from Fulton Alliance Church currently goes to support four International Worker families: Bruce and 

Becky Dyke in the Dominican Republic, Alan and Trish in Russia, Soeuth and Syna Lao in Cambodia, and Dr. Renee 

Valach in Gabon. 
 

Please be generous as you pray and give to God’s work through the Christian & Missionary Alliance. In Philippians 4 

Paul is being thankful that his needs have been met by the gifts sent him. Then he states in vs. 19, “And my God will 

meet all your needs according to His glorious riches in Christ Jesus.” 



 

 

Weddings… 

Several of our church families had 

children married recently:  
 

   On June 24th, Amy, daughter of 
Bryan and Sylvia Cleaveland, 
married Christian Psencik in 
Fulton, Maryland.  It was a 
wonderful celebration of God’s 
provision for Amy and her two 
sons, and for Christian with his 
one son.  Amy and boys have 
moved to Fort Worth, Texas 
where Christian works in IT for 
Lockheed. With all boys under the 
age of 6, it is a busy, but happy 
household.  
  
   On July 1, Kara Callahan, 
daughter of Kathy, married Stuart 
Brooks in Columbus, Georgia. 
Kathy is still rejoicing in the 
“gloriously spiritual ceremony, 
and especially in the fact that 
both Stuart and Kara have 
recently come back to the Lord.”  
The couple was baptized the 
night before the wedding and 
honored God in every aspect of 
their marriage. The couple now 
lives in Spring Hill, Tennessee 
where Kara is a school counselor 
and Stuart manages a local car 
wash business.  
 
   Dave and Carole Webb 
announce the marriage of their 
son, Greg, to Brittany Shields on 
July 8.  Both of them are 
Syracuse City police officers 
having met at Police Academy. 
”We are so blessed to have 
another daughter in our family of 

boys. Greg and Brittany bring out 
the best in each other,” the 
beaming mom says. 
 
   Alan and Trish Eggleton rejoice 
in the marriage of their daughter, 
Rachel (RJ) to Caleb Miller on 
August 5 at Fulton Alliance. After 
honeymooning at Disney World 
and enjoying time at her family 
reunion in Ohio, the couple is 
making their home in an 
apartment in N. Chili. Caleb will 
graduate in December from 
Roberts Wesleyan College with a 
degree in Graphic Design, a field 
in which he already owns his own 
business. Rachel will start her 2nd 
year of teaching music in an 
elementary school in Rochester.  
 
Mr. Prez… 

Michael DeLorme was recently 

elected president of Sunrise Rotary 

Club for 2017-2018. The new theme 

is "Rotary - Making a Difference," 

and we trust he and the Club will 

continue to do just that. 

Congratulations, Mike. 

 
Bereaved… 
On July 14 Chris Stoughtenger 
passed away after a long battle 
with heart disease. Our 
condolences are extended to his 
wife, Iva, and stepson Colin 
(Monica) Stoutenger.  
 
Moves… 

We sadly say goodbye to Brian and 

Dian Durran to Massachusetts for a 

job. They were with us for about 2 

years, but left a mark of service and 

love for the Lord. We’ll miss them. 
 

After having their home on Emery 

St in Fulton on the market for 4 

years, Shaun and Kristen Burdick 

finally sold it and they have 

moved  to a new home on 

Caserta Drive,  Bvlle. They are 

very happy with this move. 
                 

Tom and Joanne Richards and 

Daniel have found a nice place to 

call home on S. Third St.  They had 

been renting Alan Eggleton’s home 

on Park Street, but Alan and Trish  

are in Fulton this year on Home 

Assignment.  
 

Charlie and Donna Weaver have 

finally moved into their “under 

reconstruction” home on S. Third 

Street, with Mark, Courtney and Ian. 

Lots more work to do, but it’s good to 

be in their own home.   
 

Carol Manzer has happily moved 

back to Oak Street Apartments and 

to many of her old friends.  
 

Bob and Colleen Urbach have 

moved in from the country to 

Towpath Towers. 

 

Thank you to our ‘behind the 

scenes’ people … 

Doug and Audrey Wagner have 

spent untold hours on the flower 

garden around the church sign and 

done some painting, Hal & Beth 

Lockwood are often found at church  

painting along with various other 

jobs, Rick Reynolds has taken on the 

project of preparing the spot for a 

new shed, & Dick Eggleton faithfully 

returning bottles and cans collected 

from the church family with proceeds 

going to our youth ministry—are you 

remembering to bring yours in to the 

church kitchen? Thanks to the many 

volunteers in so many areas of the 

church building and ministries. 



 

Adventures… 

Walking the highlands and enjoying 

every aspect of the local landscape 

was the main emphasis for the 

Huegel family on an early summer 

trip to Scotland, homeland of 

Teresa’s mom’s (Bonnie Grey) 

family. The Huegels  visited the 

ancestral home in Rothiemurchus.  

 

Wayne and Sheila Kirby’s 40th 

wedding anniversary was July 23rd, 

but they actually celebrated it in 

March with a trip to Costa Rica and 

Nicaragua. What fun. 

 

Dedications… 

Several babies have been dedicated 

to the Lord in the past few months, 

each family acknowledging that their 

children are gifts from God and 

promising to raise them to know and 

love the Lord: 

 

On June 11 Scarlet Royal Duger, 

daughter of TJ and Elisa Duger, who 

live downstate, was dedicated by her 

parents and accompanied by both 

sets of grandparents, Tom and Maria 

Duger and Fred and June Allen. 

 

Grace Sant daughter of Pastor Tyler 

and Amanda, was presented to the 

Lord on June 18. Grandparents were 

present from downstate NY and New 

Jersey.     

 

On June 25 Ed and Joanne LeClair 

dedicated their 2-year-old grandson, 

Mikey, for whom they have custody.  

 

Steven Sprowson and Kristen Nylen 

dedicated their 3rd daughter, Emilie, 

on July 9 with Grandpa Carl Nylen 

proudly looking on. The Sprowsons 

have moved from Carl’s home and 

now live in Oswego where Kristen 

has a dental office.  

 

 

Baptized… 

We happily witnessed the baptism of 

7 year-old Christian Algarin on June 

18, as he shared his love for Jesus 

and desire to live for Him.  

 

 

Trip… 

Annette and Mike Hurlbut, together 

with Juli, Gavin, and Madi Cox 

recently took a trip to Maine to visit 

with Chase and Colby Morse while 

the boys visited their grandmother. 

They miss their friends in Fulton, but 

they are doing well in Mass. They 

are enjoying their school and new 

friends.  

 

Bible Study… 

The Thursday morning ladies Bible 

study will begin a new study Thurs., 

Sept. 9. It meets at the home of 

Annette Hurlbut (46 Leo-Mar Drive, 

Fulton) 10:00 AM to 12 noon. All are 

welcome to check it out!  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Room 9 has been 

transformed into 

a comfy room for 

prayer, 

journaling, & 

reading your 

Bible! It is open 

during church 

hours for your 

use! 

  



 

 
Scrapbooking Event 

Wed., 8/30, 3:30 to 8:00 PM 
Organize your pictures- any scrapbook materials  

you’d like to use – ribbon, stickers, special paper!!  
Cost: $7 includes a light supper  

 

Book Club 
 Soul Care by Rob Reimer 

Fri., 9/8, 6:00 PM - Fulton Pizza Hut (order food there)  
 

Coffee with the Ladies 
Women visiting together 

 Sat., 9/9, 2:00 PM - Phoenix Flower Farm (2620 Lamson Road) 
Tues. 10/10 6:30 PM - Dunkin Donuts -westside by Walmart) 

 
 

Spuds, Samples, and S’more  
A Global Impact Week Event 

Tue 9/26 
Pastor Joe from the Middle East 

 
 

NED Fall Refocus  
with Trish Eggleton (and others) 

Fri , 9/29 – Sat., 9/30 - Delta Lake Camp 
 Early Registration cost: $58.25 due 9/10; $10 more thereafter  

Registrar: Alice Lamb 
 

 

Project Days 
      3rd Monday of each month, 10:00AM to 2:00PM  

work on projects for our International Workers  

Sept 18 and Oct. 18 - doing interesting items to put in  

Operation Christmas Child boxes. 

 

 

 


