
 

We called them and they said, “Yes!”  

Over the first weekend in March, we had the privilege to meet with Pastor Steve and Amy Nehlsen.  They joined our ministry leaders and 

volunteers for meetings, for meals, for fellowship, and for worship on Sunday morning.  On Tuesday, March 6, the Fulton Alliance Church 

membership convened for a special meeting and voted to call Pastor Steve to be our next senior pastor.  The Nehlsens accepted the call, 

and we are enthusiastic to have them move to Fulton during the last week in June.  God has been with us and He has sustained us 

through the past 9 months, and by bringing Pastor Steve and Amy to us, He has heard and answered our prayers!  Praise God! 

 Before the Nehlsens came in March, I shared a brief overview of what the Search Committee and Elder Board had learned about Pastor 

Steve and Amy.  I’d like to share that information with you again to remind you of who the Nehlsens are.  This is to reacquaint you with the 

Nehlsens and to point out that God answered our prayers by providing a senior pastor who is equipped to meet the unique needs of our 

church and the community of Fulton.                Cont’d. Pg. 2 
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by Pastor Steve Nehlsen 

I’ve been feeling it lately.  That feeling of counting down the days until your wedding, or a child’s excitement on Christmas eve, as they 

anticipate Christmas day and the presents under the tree.  This feeling is anticipation for God.  What will He do in our lives in the next 

chapter?  What will He do in our church?  In our families?  In our marriages?  In our neighborhoods?  What will He do in the town of 

Fulton?  Oswego County?  Anticipation is an exciting venture.  It’s the stirring of something that hasn’t happened yet, but it’s coming.  

That’s what we’ve been feeling. 

The worshiper, David, found a way to sing about this in a song to the Lord:  “We wait in hope for the Lord.”  – Psalm 33:20 

We wait (with anticipation) for the Lord.  He is our need-meeter, our promise-keeper, and He is the same every day – yesterday, today, and 

forever.  Why would He not be interested in doing something in your life and mine?  Or Fulton and Oswego County?   

As Amy and I anticipate the move to Fulton to be your pastor, we are filled with anticipation.  But our anticipation is grounded on the fact 

that we are firmly convinced that God has led us, and you, in this process.  We know that we can trust Him for every step of our journey.  

He is good.  He always has been and always will be.  That doesn’t mean that anticipation is free from challenges, but even those are often 

God, at work, doing something in us.  Which of the lessons don’t I want to receive?  I want them all!  In them, I find Him, and I find Him to 

be sufficient. 
 

     Some of the things we are anticipating are: 

1.  Making new friends - you! 

2.  Watching God work through all of us. 

3.  Seeing lives transformed by the Spirit of God. 

4.  Seeing a restoration of Fulton as a "city with a future." 

5.  Growing in Christ together. 

6.  Seeing new people added to Christ's body. 

7.  Watching God develop us in fresh ways as a church. 

Learning to deal with snow.... that one just slipped in there! 

So, we want you to know that we are looking forward to moving to Fulton on June 23, and together, let's advance Christ's kingdom 
everywhere. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cont’d from Pg. 1 – We Called Them 

Pastor Steve was born and raised in West Africa where his parents served as 

C&MA missionaries for 40 years.  While in high school, he felt drawn towards 

people who were without the Gospel, and he was involved in ministry with his 

parents and while at boarding school.  Pastor Steve came to the U.S. for 

college and earned a B.A. in Missions and an M.A. in Cross-Cultural 

Communications. While attending graduate school, he started dating Amy, and 

they were married in York, PA.  The couple planted a church in Richmond, KY 

before serving in West Africa with the C&MA for 22 years.  During that time, 

they planted churches in Cote d’Ivoire, assisted in team leadership and church 

expansion in Burkina Faso, and Steve served as the Field Director in Burkina 

Faso for 6 years.  When the Nehlsens returned from the mission field, they 

served as International Workers in Residence at Nyack College for the 2011-

2012 academic year.  Pastor Steve remained on faculty at Nyack College as a 

full-time professor and head of the Intercultural Studies department through the 

current academic year.  He is also enrolled in a Doctoral program in 

Intercultural Studies, and he chairs the Missions Committee at an Alliance 

church. 

Pastor Steve’s spiritual gifts are in leadership, pastoring, teaching, and 

apostleship.  He sees his purpose in leadership as helping others find their 

places in the kingdom work.  He cares deeply for those under his pastoral 

care, and enjoys teaching interactively and mentoring.  References affirmed 

the spiritual gifts that Steve listed, and they also spoke of his wisdom, his 

compassion, and how he brings calm to decision-making and conflict 

resolution.  He is also very relational, and this affects how he trains leaders, 

how he disciples, and how he evangelizes.  One reference wrote, “He is a 

wonderful incredible man of God…He is off the charts.” 

  Amy is also gifted and talented and has been active in women’s ministries 

and children’s ministries.  She has a B.S. in Elementary Education and an 

M.Ed. in Globalization and Educational Change.   She is currently on staff at 

an Alliance church as the Pastor of Children’s Ministry. 

 The Nehlsens consider themselves a ministry couple, and together they foster 

fellowship and deep personal relationships by modeling hospitality and by 

being warm-spirited.  They are passionate about the church’s local and global 

missions, and they are both very loving, deeply personal, and thoughtful. 

 Pastor Steve and Amy have raised 3 children:  Abby – 28 years old, Kari – 25 

years old, and Peter – 21 years old. 

 Please continue to pray!  We have a couple months remaining before Pastor 

Steve takes office, so we are not entirely through our senior pastor transition.  

Pray for our church and its ministries, and pray for Pastor Steve and Amy as 

they make their transition from Nyack to Fulton. 

 

 

 

 

            It’s GraduatIon tIme 
 

From High School 
 

Mallory Curtis, daughter of Mike and Shelly, was 

home-schooled through the tenth grade, and is 

now graduating from Fulton High School. She 

swam for the Fulton YMCA swim team for 8 years 

and for the high school swim team for the past for 

2 years. She will be attending SUNY Brockport 

majoring in Health Science with a concentration in 

Early Childhood Education.  She will be working 

this summer for Americorps as a park director.   

 

Lily Bray, daughter of Matthew and Jennifer, will 

be a G Ray Bodley high school graduate in June.  

She plans to attend SUNY Delhi to study 

Veterinary Technology. 

 

From College 
 

Amanda Eggleton will graduate magna cum 

laude from Roberts Wesleyan College in 

Rochester. She has earned a Bachelor's degree in 

Social Work. This past semester she did an 

internship with Child Protective Services. During 

her college years she had a leadership role with 

In Jesus' Name, an on-campus ministry group that 

serves disadvantaged in the community of 

Rochester. She has also had jobs in the box office 

and in the school library. Amanda will continue her 

education at RWC starting this summer, toward a 

Masters degree in her field, while living in a nearby 

apartment. 

 

Alice Lamb has earned her Bachelor’s in 

Leadership in Organizations with online courses 

from Empire State College. Her graduation, June 

1, will be at the Civic Center. Why did she go back 

to school at this stage in her life? “It was on my 

bucket list!  I'm not sure where it will take me as far 

as employment, and I’m even considering going on 

for my Masters.” 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Debbie Duger 

 

Some of you will recognize the voice of Pastor John Soper, former 

FAC pastor.  He produced a study while in Fulton called Know The 

Word, which now is available as a free app called M119 (comes 

from Psalm 119, which is all about the Word of God). M119 is an 

excellent, in-depth study of the Bible in short daily readings. Don’t 

let the “in depth” scare you off--it is an amazing way to get into 

God’s word and it has been designed to engage you and help you 

understand God’s holy scripture in its entirety. 

I started listening to this on cassette tape in the late 90’s while 

driving to work! He has a way of hooking the listener immediately. I 

looked forward to it daily, and now it is so easily available for 

anyone who has a smart phone, on an app, or one can go to 

mission119.org on any computer and access the same information 

there.   

 

 

 Opportunities to learn and Serve 

 

* On May 5 (remember, 5th month 5th day) Coffee With the Ladies will meet at Mimi’s Drive-in Restaurant at 9:30 AM. 

 

in Radisson May 11-12 at Joe & Kara Kulle’s, 8803 Wandering Way, is a fund raiser for our  church youth group,                                                             

Encounter. For pick up of items you want to donate, email Tyler pastortyler@rultonalliance.org   

     or leave items at his home, 91 Baldwin Ave. No adult clothing, TVs, computers or books, please.  

 

 

              The Ladies Bible Study that meets at Annette Hurlbut’s is studying The Gift of Forgiveness. They invite any interested 

ladies to attend—10 :00 AM to noon every Thursday, 46 Leo Mar Dr.. 

 

 

*Our church has been asked by the Fulton Police Dept. to help again this year with the Fulton Bike Rodeo at the 

War Memorial, June 2, 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM. Let Dave or Carole Webb, 315-593-8176, know if you can help with 

bounce houses, set-up or clean-up. This is a great community service opportunity. 

 

 

*Order a Tell Me More Stories book for $17 each by filling out the lime green form in your bulletin, or calling the church office.  

The profit all goes to the Great Commission Women's National Project to provide help for at-risk and hurting women and girls around 

the world. Pregnant teens, prisoners and victims of human trafficking will get job training, literacy classes, health programs, and 

always the gospel of Jesus Christ. Thus helping these women move forward in faith and life--to know that in Christ there is MORE. 

 

*Want to join the church? Membership classes are offered during the Sunday School hour, 9:15-10:15, May 6, 13, and 20. Let the 

church office know if you are interested.  

 

Senior Servants 

Our age 55 and older folks are learning a lot these days. In 

March Terri Curran told us about her team’s ministry of 

Bible study and friendship to women incarcerated at the 

Oswego Correctional Facility. Our offering of over $100 will 

provide 17 Bibles for them. In April Dr. Nichole Titman 

presented “Spinal Health” showing us ways to protect our 

spine and stay healthier. On May 2 a delightfully charming 

lady will lead us in exercises done while sitting in a chair. 

On June 13 Alzheimers of Central NY will present a very 

timely and informational meeting about recognizing 

Alzheimers and ways of coping with the disease. This will 

be of particular interest to many in the community. Pass the 

word to friends. 

Our meetings are normally on the 2nd Wednesday of each 

month at 11:30. Please bring a dish to share and interested 

friends. All are invited to attend whether you are an ‘oldie’ 

or not. 

 

http://mission119.org/
mailto:pastortyler@rultonalliance.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Small Postage Stamp with a Huge Impact 
Excerpted from Teri Groh’s letter, GCW District Director 

 

In this age of technology, letter writing seems to be a lost art. We do so many things online, yet there are still 

things we do via ‘snail mail.’ 

Do you know there is something small on that correspondence that is valuable? It is the cancelled postage stamp!    

 Fifty years ago, Bob and Marge Searing, Alliance missionaries in Colombia, SA, began a stamp ministry that has impacted so 

many people. Cancelled stamps are prepared and sold to collectors worldwide. The income from their sale goes to support 

preparation, publishing, and distribution of a Spanish language curriculum for Sunday Schools. More than 50 lesson series 

have been published and are being used 19 Spanish-speaking countries. If they receive $25,000 this year, it will have raised a 

million dollars over those 50 years.    

 One million dollars! Who would have thought that a tiny postage stamp would have so much power?  It only takes people 

cutting out their used stamps and at FAC giving them to Dick Eggleton. They are cut, sorted and mailed to Shell Point Village 

in Ft. Myers, Florida, from where they are sold. Over 7# of prepared stamps were recently mailed from FAC. This will greatly 

help toward the $25K goal for the year. Keep ‘em coming! 

… And Help for a Hospital 

Besides stamps, GCW collect and use many other things. Recently 4 boxes of items for the Bongolo Hospital in Gabon, 

Africa, were shipped. Included were: 35 eating utensils for toddlers, 38 pair of reading glasses, 24 children’s dresses, 21 mini-

tote bags filled with gifts for hospitalized children, and 20 pair of nurse scrubs. And made from old sheets: 35 rolled bandages 

(Remember Alice having us rip sheets during a Global Focus presentation?), 12 operating table sheets and 10 sterilization 

wraps. Thank you to all who contributed items and money for shipping.  

 

 

 We are sad to announce that we will not be returning to 

Russia. We feel God is calling us here despite our passion 

and love for Russia. At this point, we do not know where we’ll 

find work, or where we might end up living. We are confident 

that the Lord will lead us in the good path. We are thankful for 

your prayer support, love and encouragement over the past 2 

decades. You have made it possible for us to live and minister 

in Russia and we could not have done it without you!  

At the end of April, Alan completed his last missions tour. He 

ministered to 35 Cambodian churches in California, Florida 

and Rhode Island. Being with ethnic churches using an 

interpreter was a first for him.  

 

Alan, Trish, Lauren and Zach will take a 2-week 'Goodbye' trip 

to Russia in June. We will bring back 'stuff' we left there, as 

well as bid farewell to Russian friends, co-workers and 

classmates. We can still be contacted at 

alan4trish@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:alan4trish@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JUST 

 the FACts 

 

 

 

New members… 

Clayton Waite joined the church in February 

and dedicated his children, Clayton, Emily, and 

Gabrielle to the Lord. In April Fran and Jo Ann 

Loomis had their church membership 

transferred from the New Haven Alliance and 

Cody Whelsky became a member. Cody is 

working with the youth group and will take over 

leadership when Pastor Tyler leaves in June.  

 

Baptisms…  

Easter Sunday was the scene of the baptism of 

7 people. Giving testimony of their faith in 

Christ and desire to be obedient and be 

baptized were: Dr. David and Karen Barber, 

longtime Christians who realized they hadn’t 

been obedient to this ordinance; Natalianne 

Caputo with a sweet testimony of the Lord 

meeting her in a severe sickness through her 

nurse, Heather Murphy; 2 teens from Thursday 

evening youth group, Alex Blaine, and 

Alllyson Doran. Alex received the Lord as 

Savior on Easter morning; Clayton Waite; and 

Tori Zerrahn, Reta Kerr’s granddaughter, who 

found her close walk with God in college 

through BASIC (Brothers And Sisters In Christ) 

at Geneseo State. May the Lord continue to 

bless and use these obedient servants. 

 

 

Babies born… 

Evelyn Grace Lamb was born to Chas and 

Laura Bea on January 24. She joins 1½ year 

old brother Connor. 

 

 

On January 29, Brooke Wagner was 

 born to Josh and Stephanie. She joins Hunter 

and Ariana and is the 18th grandchild of Doug 

and Audrey.    

 

Sympathy to all these families. 

Many of our church family have suffered the loss of a loved one since we last 

published a newsletter last fall. 

 

October ‘17: 

John Thompson’s brother Alan in Colorado died. John was able to go out for the 

funeral and a gathering of his large family  

 

In November ‘17:  

Sheila Kirby’s dad died after a long illness. She has now moved her mother from 

up North into a nursing home on Onondaga Hill. 

Carol Hunn’s mother, Betty Thomas, died at 102. 

Jim Smith’s oldest brother, Patrick "Scooter" Smith, died following a long battle 

with cancer.   

 

In December ‘17: 

Josh and Morgan Lamb gave birth to Theodore James born at only 20 weeks on 

Christmas, but sadly, he died that day.  

Teresa Cullen's father from this area passed away after a long illness   

Carol Zukowsky's daughter Wendy from Florida, died unexpectedly from organ 

failure. 

Nellie Eggleton’s oldest brother, Ken, 92, from New Jersey, was a cancer victim. 

 

In January: ‘18 

Carole Webb's mother, Concetta Baldassin, passed away after a short illness. 

“We are blessed by the past three and a half years she spent with us,” Carole and 

Dave. 

 

February ‘18: 

Alice Lamb lost her beloved sister Kathy Blount Green, because of organ failure. 

She was part of our church for many years before moving to S. Carolina.   

 

March ‘18: 

Barb Smart and Edna Case’s brother died. They traveled to Indiana for the 

funeral. 

 

Our own Chet MacEwen, husband of Barb, passed away. He served others well, 

before succumbing to dementia.  

 

April ’18 

Maria Duger’s brother, Jose, a doctor in Puerto Rico, died after a battle with 

cancer. 

Alicia Archer’s father, Jeremiah Weaver, from Long Island died following a long 

illness. 

      Our sincere sympathies and love are extended to each of these families. 
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 the FACts 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you… 
Bruce and I thank 
you all for the good 
food, visits, cards, 
and encouragement 
that we received 
and felt while we 
were going through 
our stressful time 
with Bruce’s surgery 
and recovery! 
The Lord has been 
with us, our families, 
and so have your 
thoughts, prayers, & 
help.   
Thank you all!  
  Bruce & Marge  
         Warner  
.  

 

 

Moves-going and coming… 

 

Both retired, Mike and Diane Tallents have sold (in 2 days!) their home on Patrick Circle. They have a small place in Wolcott on Lake 

Ontario, which they are preparing to live in and plan to winter in the South. She has resigned her church jobs as the one who signs in 

children every Sunday and who counts money on a regular schedule. Over their many years here Mike has been a deacon, an usher 

and long-time church treasurer. Diane served on the projection team, taught Sunday school and was a youth group leader. They both 

have served on the Ministry Board, facilitated both small groups and the Financial Peace University class. They will be greatly missed. 

We hope they will visit FAC often, but wish them well as they settle in to a new community.  

 
Sam and Sandy Patane both retired last fall and moved to Auburn to be near their son and family. Sam was a faithful trustee and 
spent many hours helping out at church. They are missed. 
 
Rick and Denise Reynolds, along with their son Scott and his family have just purchased a large 4-bedroom home on old Route 3 

near Hannibal. This is the first home ownership for them all and they are very excited, especially for the large kitchen and pantry, and 

the 30 acres on which to garden, raise chickens and have fun.  

  
The Murthas’ daughter, Laura and her husband Josh Lewis are in the process of moving in with Bill and Kathy in Central Square. 

Josh has been accepted at SUNY Oswego grad school to work on his Masters in Science Education. Laura is finishing up as a math 

teacher at 1000 Island High School, so can’t move until July 1. She is expecting their first baby in August. The Murthas are excited 

about this move and especially that they will soon be grandparents! 

 

Wanting to be nearer family, Matthew Dawson, son of Audrey Wagner, and his wife Janea are moving back to the Fulton area this 

summer, having lived in Spokane, Washington for many years.   Daughter Cailee, 18, and son Cooper, 16, will come too. Matt will 

work for a local car dealership. They are looking for a home with property in this area. 

 

Josh and Stephanie Wagner have sold their home in Parish and are looking for a country home closer to the Fulton area. 

 

Inspirational hearing-impaired 

singer and national recording artist 

Sherry Anne will perform at the 

CNY ARTS Center 

11 Glen River Dr., Fulton 

on Sat., May 12, 1:00 PM (doors 

open at 12:30) 

This event is sponsored & hosted by 

Fulton Alliance’s Great Commission 

Women. 

Concert is free to attend.  A free 

will offering will be taken and her 

CDs will be available. 

Sherry Anne recently won a 

songwriting award for her song 

“You Came.”   Learn more at 

sherryanne.com 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrate 2018 – Our Story 
 
The National Great Commission Women’s Leadership Team is excited to announce the 5th Christian and 
Missionary Alliance National Women’s Conference: Celebrate 2018, Our Story  
                   to be held October 11-14, 2018, in Lancaster, PA.  

               Join us & be spiritually refreshed at Celebrate 

2018. 

 
God has graciously provided an excellent group of speakers and artists to encourage, 
challenge, and minister to us.  Grammy Award winner, Laura Story will be our keynote 
speaker.  Aaron and Sarah Shust will bless us with an opening concert and message. Jane 
Rubietta will be our Bible teacher. Six breakout sessions and a Missions Celebration are 
also included in our time together. 
 
Registration fee is $295. Lodging at the  Lancaster  Marriott at Penn Square will be $139 
+ tax per night. Once you register, you will receive a confirmation email with a reservation 
link to book your hotel room at the discounted Celebrate 2018 Conference Rate. 
 
Gain new passion for your walk with Christ and celebrate what He is doing around the 
world. You won’t want to miss this intimate and inspiring event! 
 

FAC Ladies – if you are interested in this opportunity to attend 
an outstanding conference not too far away, please let the office know. 

By carpooling and rooming together, you can save on expenses. 
 

They are leaving FAC . . .  
   After serving the past 5 years as Pastor of Student Ministries, Tyler Sant has resigned his position at FAC 

as of June 30, 2018.  He and his family are going to the Nyack area where Tyler will take courses to get his 

Master’s degree.  Tyler, Amanda, & Grace are excited as they see God’s hand providing for them and look 

at the areas of ministry which may be opening for them.   

  Thank you, Tyler & Amanda, for your ministry to our youth and to the young adults at FAC.  You will be 

missed!!!    

http://laurastorymusic.com/
http://aaronshust.com/site/
https://www.janerubietta.com/
https://www.janerubietta.com/
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/lnsmc-lancaster-marriott-at-penn-square/?scid=bb1a189a-fec3-4d19-a255-54ba596febe2
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/lnsmc-lancaster-marriott-at-penn-square/?scid=bb1a189a-fec3-4d19-a255-54ba596febe2

